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SECTION 1: 
 

INTRODUCTION & OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

18 U.S. Code § 242 
Deprivation of Rights under the Color of Law 

 

The Supremacy Clause of the Constitution 
 

The Presidential Oath of Office 
 

The Congressional Oath of Office 
 

The Oath of Office for Federal Judges 
 

The Oath of Office for Civil Service 
Employees 

 
Violations of Oath of Office 

 

Fourteenth Amendment 
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18 U.S. Code § 242 
Deprivation of rights under color of law 

 

Whoever, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or custom, willfully subjects any person in any 
State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District to 
the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities 
secured or protected by the Constitution or laws of the 
United States, or to different punishments, pains, or 
penalties, on account of such person being an alien, or by 
reason of his color, or race, than are prescribed for the 
punishment of citizens, shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than one year, or both; and if bodily 
injury results from the acts committed in violation of this 
section or if such acts include the use, attempted use,  or 
threatened use of a dangerous weapon, explosives, or fire, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 
ten years, or both; and if death results from the acts 
committed in violation of this section or if such acts include 
kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual 
abuse, or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, 
or an attempt to kill, shall be fined under this title, or 
imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both, or may 
be sentenced to death. 
 

 
 
(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 696; Pub. L. 90–284, title I, § 103(b), Apr. 11, 1968, 82 
Stat. 75; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7019, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4396; Pub. L. 103–
322, title VI, § 60006(b), title XXXII, §§ 320103(b), 320201(b), title XXXIII, § 
330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1970, 2109, 2113, 2147; Pub. L. 104–294, title 
VI, §§ 604(b)(14)(B), 607(a), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507, 3511.) 

 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/242 
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The Constitution for the United States of America 
is first and foremost a legal and binding contract between the states and the 
Federal Government. As such, it is in effect the basis for the creation and 
the framework for the operation of our Federal Government. In addition to 
this, the Constitution has been established by our Founders and agreed to 
by the states as the 'Supreme Law of the Land' on which all other laws are 
to be based. 

The Supremacy Clause of the United States Constitution 
(Article VI, Clause 2) establishes that the Constitution, federal laws made 
pursuant to it, and treaties made under its authority, constitute the supreme 
law of the land. It states: 

"This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which 
shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, 
Shall be the Supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in 
every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the 
Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary 
notwithstanding." 

 
This means that “Unconstitutional” actually means ‘Illegal’. And when a 

public servant does something “Unconstitutional”, they are breaking the law. 
 

 
 
The oath that every person in elected office, their appointees, members 

of the military, and every government employee is obligated to take   
on their own free will to represent the United States, is to swear: 

 
"...to the best of my ability, ‘Support, Preserve, Protect and Defend’ the 

Constitution of the United States..." 
 
The Presidential Oath of Office: 
 
“I, (name) , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of 
President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United States.” 
 
The Congressional Oath of Office: 
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At the start of each new Congress, the entire House of Representatives and one-third of 
the Senate are sworn or re-sworn into office. 
 
“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on 
which I am about to enter: So help me God.” 
 
The Oath of Office for Federal Judges: 
 
The Judiciary Act of 1789, established an additional oath taken by federal judges: “I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm), that I will administer justice without respect to persons, and do 
equal right to the poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge 
and perform all the duties incumbent on me, according to the best of my abilities and 
understanding, agreeably to the Constitution, and laws of the United States. So help me 
God.” 
 
The Oath of Office for Civil Service Employees: 
 
(Federal employees take the same oath of office as Congress, by which they swear to 
support and defend the Constitution of the United States of America.) 
 
“I, [name], do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on 
which I am about to enter. So help me God.” 5 U.S.C. §3331 
 
Furthermore… 
 
The Constitution not only establishes our system of government, it actually defines the 
work role for Federal employees – “to establish Justice, insure domestic tranquility, 
provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 
of liberty.” 
 
When you swear an oath in court, that oath is intended to insure that you will tell the truth 
in giving testimony. If you break that oath, you have violated the law, and you can at a 
minimum be charged with 'purgery' just as in court testimony. 
 
Why is this oath seemingly so meaningless to many of the individuals who now hold (or 
have held) various offices who blatantly violate the Constitution and their oath? Shouldn't 
this oath actually by law mean something? And, shouldn’t there be some accountability?? 
 
If you took an Oath of Office to 'Support, Preserve, Protect, and Defend the Constitution 
of the United States of America', and then you go on to repeatedly ignore and violate that 
Oath which you have sworn in front of the American People, a duly authorized 
government representative, and God... 
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Violating your Oath of Office is a Federal Crime 
 

All public office holders, law enforcement officers and military 
personnel swear an oath of office to uphold the Constitution. 

 
Federal law regulating oath of office by government officials is divided into 
four parts along with an executive order which further defines the law for 
purposes of enforcement. 5 U.S.C. 3331, provides the text of the actual oath 
of office members of Congress are required to take before assuming office. 
5 U.S.C. 3333 requires members of Congress sign an affidavit that they 
have taken the oath of office required by 5 U.S.C. 3331 and have not or will 
not violate that oath of office during their tenure of office as defined by the 
third part of the law, 5 U.S.C. 7311 which explicitly makes it a federal 
criminal offense (and a violation of oath of office) for anyone employed in the 
United States Government (including members of Congress) to “advocate 
the overthrow of our constitutional form of government”. The fourth federal 
law, 18 U.S.C. 1918 provides penalties for violation of oath office described 
in 5 U.S.C. 7311 which include: (1) removal from office and; (2) confinement 
or a fine. 
 

Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
Section 3 

 
No Person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 
President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 
United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as 
a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a 
member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any 
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. 
 
 

When Laws Are Abused or Not Enforced 
On those who make the Laws, and those who have been deemed or granted 

to be ‘protected classes’ or ‘favored groups’ of people, then 
THERE ARE NO LAWS and THERE IS NO JUSTICE !” 

 
— Constitutional Law Enforcement Foundation 
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SECTION 2: 
 

FAILURE TO ENFORCE LAW & CRIMINAL 
ACTIVITIES OF THE DOJ & FBI 

 
 
 

The Department Of "Justice" and The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 

 
 
 

FBI: “What We Investigate – Public 
Corruption” 

 
 
 

Aiding and Abetting in the Commission of a 
Crime 

 
 
 

Full List of DOJ and FBI Corruptors and 
Criminals Who Destroy the US from Within 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF "JUSTICE" AND 
THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

are supposed to be considered the 'Top' and 'Premier' 
Law Enforcement Agencies of our entire country 
tasked with enforcing Federal Law and assisting 

State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE VERY SAME AGENCIES THAT ARE TASKED 
WITH ENFORCING THE LAW IGNORES AND BREAKS THOSE LAWS?? 

 
DOJ Mission Statement 
 
To enforce the law and defend the interests of the United States according to the law; 
to ensure public safety against threats foreign and domestic; to provide federal 
leadership in preventing and controlling crime; to seek just punishment for those 
guilty of unlawful behavior; and to ensure fair and impartial administration of justice 
for all Americans. 
 
FBI Mission Statement 
 
(In addition to its 'parent department' with the mission statement above) 
The mission of the FBI is to protect the American people and uphold the Constitution 
of the United States. 
 

What We Investigate - Public Corruption 
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/public-corruption (Taken directly from the FBI website) 
Public corruption, the FBI’s top criminal investigative priority, poses a fundamental 
threat to our national security and way of life. It can affect everything from how well our 
borders are secured and our neighborhoods protected to how verdicts are handed down in 
courts to how public infrastructure such as roads and schools are built. It also takes a 
significant toll on the public’s pocketbooks by siphoning off tax dollars—it is estimated that 
public corruption costs the U.S. government and the public billions of dollars each year. The 
FBI is uniquely situated to combat corruption, with the skills and capabilities to run complex 
undercover operations and surveillance. 
 
The Bureau’s Public Corruption program focuses on: 
 

• Investigating violations of federal law by public officials at the federal, state, and local 
levels of government; 

 
• Overseeing the nationwide investigation of allegations of fraud related to federal 

government procurement, contracts, and federally funded programs; 
 
• Combating the threat of public corruption along the nation’s borders and points of entry 

in order to decrease the country’s vulnerability to drug and weapons trafficking, alien 
smuggling, espionage, and terrorism. 
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• Addressing environmental crime, election fraud, and matters concerning the federal 

government procurement, contracts, and federally funded programs. 
 

In 2008, the FBI created the International Corruption Unit (ICU) to oversee the increasing 
number of investigations involving global fraud against the U.S. government and the 
corruption of federal public officials outside of the continental U.S. involving U.S. funds, 
persons, businesses, etc. The ICU’s tasks include: 

 
• Overseeing the Bureau’s Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and antitrust cases; 
 
• Maintaining operational oversight of several International Contract Corruption Task 

Forces, which investigate and prosecute individuals and firms engaged in bribery, illegal 
gratuities, contract extortion, bid rigging, collusion, conflicts of interest, product 
substitution, items and/or services invoiced without delivery, theft, diversion of goods, 
and individual and corporate conspiracies on every level of U.S. government operations. 

 
No other law enforcement agency has attained the kind of success the FBI has achieved in 
combating corruption. This success is due largely to the cooperation and coordination from a 
number of federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcement agencies to combat public 
corruption. These partnerships include, but are not limited to the Department of Justice, 
Agency Offices of Inspector General; law enforcement agencies’ internal affairs divisions; 
federal, state and local law enforcement and regulatory investigative agencies; and state and 
county prosecutor’s offices. 
 

…“WHAT A JOKE!”… 
 

 

Aiding and Abetting in the Commission of a Crime 
 
FederalCharges.com 
Aiding And Abetting Laws, Charges & Statute of Limitations 
By Geoffrey Nathan, Esq 
 
Aiding and abetting, or accessory, charges can be brought against any person who assisted 
in the commission of a crime. There are significant differences in the application of this law 
between states. However, in almost all cases, someone who is guilty of aiding and abetting 
does not actually have to be present during the crime. Rather, they must have knowledge of 
the crime before or after it took place, and they may provide assistance in terms of financial 
support, actions or advice. In severe cases, the charge may rise to conspiracy. 
 
Aiding and Abetting Laws (NOTE: That refusal to enforce is essentially ‘Aiding & Abetting) 
 
Aiding and abetting is covered under penal code 18 U.S.C. 2. It requires for there to be an 
‘accessory’ and a ‘principal’. The principal is the primarily responsible person, who is 
generally the one who perpetrated the actual crime. The accessory is the person who aided 
and abetted, meaning the one who provided some element of help in the background. 
Aiding and Abetting Crimes & Charges 
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In order for an aiding and abetting charge to stand up in court, three requirements must be 
met: 
 

1. A person other than the one charged with aiding and abetting committed the crime. 
2. The defendant must have helped that person in order to have the crime commissioned. 
3. The defendant must have been aware of the fact that criminal plans or criminal intent 

was in place. 
 
Read more: https://www.federalcharges.com/aiding-and-abetting-laws-charges/ 
 

 
 

U.S. Department of Justice - Criminal Resource Manual 
https://www.justice.gov/archives/jm/criminal-resource-manual-2474-elements-aiding-and-
abetting 
 
CRM 2474. Elements Of Aiding And Abetting (Taken directly from the DOJ website) 
 

1. The elements necessary to convict under aiding and abetting theory are 
 

2. That the accused had specific intent to facilitate the commission of a crime by another; 
 

3. That the accused had the requisite intent of the underlying substantive offense; 
 

4. That the accused assisted or participated in the commission of the underlying 
substantive offense; and 
 

5. That someone committed the underlying offense. 
 
United States v. DePace, 120 F.3d 233 (11th Cir. 1997); United States v. Chavez, 119 F.3d 
342 (5th Cir. 1997); United States v. Powell, 113 F.3d 464 (3d Cir. 1997); United States v. 
Sayetsitty, 107 F.3d 1405 (9th Cir. 1997); United States v. Leos-Quijada, 107 F.3d 786 (10th 
Cir. 1997); United States v. Stands, 105 F.3d 1565 (8th Cir.), cert. denied (October 6, 1997) 
(No. 96-9541); United States v. Pipola, 83 F.3d 556 (2d Cir.), cert. denied, __ U.S. __, 117 
S.Ct. 183, 136 L.Ed.2d 122 (1996); United States v. Chin, 83 F.3d 83 (4th Cir. 1996); United 
States v. Lucas, 67 F.3d 956, 959 (D.C. Cir. 1995); United States v. Spinney, 65 F.3d 231 
(1st Cir. 1995); United States v. Spears, 49 F.3d 1136 (6th Cir. 1995). 
 
To convict as a principal of aiding and abetting the commission of a crime, a jury must find 
beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant knowingly and intentionally aided and abetted 
the principal(s) in each essential element of the crime. United States v. Bancalari, 110 F.3d 
1425, 1429 (9th Cir. 1997). The government must prove that the defendant associated with 
the criminal venture, purposefully participated in the criminal activity, and sought by his 
actions to make the venture successful. United States v. Landerman, 109 F.3d 1053, 1068 
n.22 (5th Cir. 1997); United States v. Griffin, 84 F.3d 912, 928 (7th Cir.), cert. denied, __ U.S. 
__, 117 S.Ct. 495, 136 L.Ed.2d 387 (1996); Pipola, 83 F.3d at 562; United States v. Lucas, 
67 F.3d 956 (D.C. Cir. 1995); Spinney, 65 F.3d at 238; United States v. Williamson, 53 F.3d 
1500, 1515 (10th Cir. 1995); United States v. Roach, 28 F.3d 729, 736-37 (8th Cir. 1991); 
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United S tates v. Ritter, 989 F.2d 318, 322 (9th Cir. 1993). A defendant associates with a 
criminal venture if he shares in the criminal intent of the principal, and the defendant 
participates in criminal activity if he has acted in some affirmative manner designed to aid the 
venture. Landerman, 109 F.3d at 1068 n.22. The level of participation may be of relatively 
slight moment. Leos-Quijada, 107 F.3d at 794. Also, it does not take much evidence to satisfy 
the facilitation element once the defendant's knowledge of the unlawful purpose is 
established. United States v. Bennett, 75 F.3d 40, 45 (1st Cir. 1996). 
 
 
 
 

Full List of DOJ and FBI Corruptors and Criminals Who 
Destroy the US from Within 

(Article as of 2017-18 – Obviously the list has grown quite considerably by now) 
 
The Deep State FBI and Department of Justice (DOJ) were once considered institutions full 
of integrity and honor before the Obama Presidency. Now they are riddled with corruption 
and led by a group of deceiving, criminal and corrupt leaders who are working to overthrow 
the Trump administration which threatens to uncover their many corrupt and criminal actions 
over the past many years. Today these swamp monsters may begin to be exposed. A 
number of individuals, in the FBI and DOJ, are using their power to prevent President Donald 
Trump from governing as he was duly elected to do and are doing all they can to overturn the 
election that put the President in place. (Reader note: Originally published in 2017, the list is 
no doubt much longer today by those in power past and present!) Read More… 
https://www.usapoliticstoday.org/list-doj-fbi-corruptors-criminals/ 
 
THE DOJ AND THE FBI HAVE BECOME AN ABJECT FAILURE IN ENFORCING THE LAW 
WHERE IT COMES TO THE CORRUPTION AND TREASONOUS ACTIVITIES OF THOSE 
INDIVIDUALS WHO HOLD—OR HAVE HELD—SOME OF THE HIGHEST POSITIONS, THE 
MOST POWER , WEALTH AND INFLUENCE WITHIN OUR GOVT IN OUR NATION. 
 
The DOJ and the FBI have obviously become out-of-control, horribly politicized 

and corrupt, and have been regularly engaging in illegal, criminal, and even 
treasonous activities that have been ongoing now for many years! 

 
Our Law Enforcement agencies have been turned into ‘Criminal Aiding and 

Abetting Facilitators’ not only on our borders as ‘gifts’ to the criminals, terrorists, 
drug trafficking—human trafficking—child trafficking cartels, but also throughout 

the obvious corruptions of officials who presently hold power within our three 
branches of government with practically no ACCOUNTABILITY whatsoever! 

 
LAW ENFORCEMENT – DO NOT OBEY UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND ILLEGAL ORDERS! 

 
IN THE PUBLIC TRUST: ‘PUBLIC SERVICE’ IS ABSOLUTELY NOT ‘SELF SERVICE’! 

 
TO SERVE IS A PRIVILEDGE—AND NOT A RIGHT! 
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SECTION 3: 
 

THE LAW 
 
 

Legal Brief 
 
 

U.S. Civil Liberties Authority 
From God Through U.S. Code 

 
 

- TAKE NOTICE - 
 
 

Officials’ 
Criminal Penalties For 

Corruption and Treason & Civil Liabilities 
 

In Breach Of 
Federal Civil Rights Statutes 

 

Under Authority of 
The U.S. Constitution 
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Criminal Conspiracy Against Rights 18 USC §§ 241, 242, 245 

Conspiracy To Interfere With Civil Rights 42 USC §§ 1981, 1983, 1985, 1986, 1988 
Voting And Elections 52 USC §§ 10307, 10308, 10310, 20511 

 
Conspiracy Against Rights 

18 USC § 241 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/241 

 
If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any person in any State, 
Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or 
privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of his having so 
exercised the same; or  
 
if two or more persons go in disguise on the highway, or on the premises of another, with intent to 
prevent or hinder his free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured - 
 
They shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if death results 
from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include kidnapping or an attempt to 
kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, 
they shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both, or may be 
sentenced to death. 
 

Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law 
18 USC § 242 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/242 
 
Whoever, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, willfully subjects any person 
in any State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District to the deprivation of any rights, 
privileges, or immunities secured or protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or to 
different punishments, pains, or penalties, on account of such person being an alien, or by reason of his 
color, or race, than are prescribed for the punishment of citizens, shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than one year, or both; and if bodily injury results from the acts committed in 
violation of this section or if such acts include the use, attempted use, or threatened use of a dangerous 
weapon, explosives, or fire, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; 
and if death results from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include 
kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual 
abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, 
or both, or may be sentenced to death. 
 

Federally Protected Activities ** 
18 USC § 245 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/245 
 
(a) (1) Nothing in this section shall be construed as indicating an intent on the part of Congress to 
prevent any State, any possession or Commonwealth of the United States, or the District of Columbia, 
from exercising jurisdiction over any offense over which it would have jurisdiction in the absence of this 
section, nor shall anything in this section be construed as depriving State and local law enforcement 
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authorities of responsibility for prosecuting acts that may be violations of this section and that are 
violations of State and local law. No prosecution of any offense described in this section shall be 
undertaken by the United States except upon the certification in writing of the Attorney General, the 
Deputy Attorney General, the Associate Attorney General, or any Assistant Attorney General specially 
designated by the Attorney General that in his judgment a prosecution by the United States is in the 
public interest and necessary to secure substantial justice, which function of certification may not be 
delegated. 
 

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to limit the authority of Federal officers, or a 
Federal grand jury, to investigate possible violations of this section. 

 
(b) Whoever, whether or not acting under color of law, by force or threat of force willfully injures, 
intimidates or interferes with, or attempts to injure, intimidate or interfere with - 
 

(1) any person because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such person or any other person or 
any class of persons from - 

 
(A) voting or qualifying to vote, qualifying or campaigning as a candidate for elective office, or 
qualifying or acting as a poll watcher, or any legally authorized election official, in any primary, 
special, or general election; 
 
(B) participating in or enjoying any benefit, service, privilege, program, facility, or activity 
provided or administered by the United States... 

 
...(4) any person because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such person or any other person 
or any class of persons from - 

 
(A) participating, without discrimination on account of race, color, religion or national origin, in 
any of the benefits or activities described in subparagraphs (1)(A) through (1)(E) or 
subparagraphs (2)(A) through (2)(F); or 
 
(B) affording another person or class of persons opportunity or protection to so participate; or 

 
(5) any citizen because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such citizen or any other citizen 
from lawfully aiding or encouraging other persons to participate, without discrimination on account 
of race, color, religion or national origin, in any of the benefits or activities described in 
subparagraphs (1)(A) through (1)(E) or subparagraphs (2)(A) through (2)(F), or participating 
lawfully in speech or peaceful assembly opposing any denial of the opportunity to so participate - 
 
shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both; and if bodily injury 
results from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include the use, attempted 
use, or threatened use of a dangerous weapon, explosives, or fire shall be fined under this title, or 
imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if death results from the acts committed in violation 
of this section or if such acts include kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or 
an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both, or may be sentenced to death. As used in this 
section, the term “participating lawfully in speech or peaceful assembly” shall not mean the aiding, 
abetting, or inciting of other persons to riot or to commit any act of physical violence upon any 
individual or against any real or personal property in furtherance of a riot. Nothing in subparagraph 
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(2)(F) or (4)(A) of this subsection shall apply to the proprietor of any establishment which provides 
lodging to transient guests, or to any employee acting on behalf of such proprietor, with respect to 
the enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations of such 
establishment if such establishment is located within a building which contains not more than five 
rooms for rent or hire and which is actually occupied by the proprietor as his residence. 

 
(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed so as to deter any law enforcement officer from lawfully 
carrying out the duties of his office; and no law enforcement officer shall be considered to be in 
violation of this section for lawfully carrying out the duties of his office or lawfully enforcing 
ordinances and laws of the United States, the District of Columbia, any of the several States, or any 
political subdivision of a State. For purposes of the preceding sentence, the term “law enforcement 
officer” means any officer of the United States, the District of Columbia, a State, or political subdivision 
of a State, who is empowered by law to conduct investigations of, or make arrests because of, offenses 
against the United States, the District of Columbia, a State, or a political subdivision of a State. 
 
(d) For purposes of this section, the term “State” includes a State of the United States,  
the District of Columbia, and any commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States. 
 

Civil Rights and Elective Franchise 
28 USC § 1343 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/28/1343 
 
(a) The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of any civil action authorized by  law to be 
commenced by any person: 
 

(1) To recover damages for injury to his person or property, or because of the deprivation of any 
right or privilege of a citizen of the United States, by any act done in furtherance of any conspiracy 
mentioned in section 1985 of Title 42; 

 
(2) To recover damages from any person who fails to prevent or to aid in preventing any wrongs 
mentioned in section 1985 of Title 42 which he had knowledge were about to occur and power to 
prevent; 
 
(3) To redress the deprivation, under color of any State law, statute, ordinance, regulation, custom or 
usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by the Constitution of the United States or by any 
Act of Congress providing for equal rights of citizens or of all persons within the jurisdiction of the 
United States; 
 
(4) To recover damages or to secure equitable or other relief under any Act of Congress providing 
for the protection of civil rights, including the right to vote. 

 
(b) For purposes of this section - 
 

(1) the District of Columbia shall be considered to be a State; and 
 
(2) any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia shall be considered to be 
a statute of the District of Columbia. 
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Equal Rights Under The Law 
42 USC § 1981 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/1981 
 
(a) Statement of equal rights 
 
All persons within the jurisdiction of the United States shall have the same right in every State and 
Territory to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, give evidence, and to the full and equal 
benefit of all laws and proceedings for the security of persons and property as is enjoyed by white 
citizens, and shall be subject to like punishment, pains, penalties, taxes, licenses, and exactions of every 
kind, and to no other. 
 
(b) “Make and enforce contracts” defined 
 
For purposes of this section, the term “make and enforce contracts” includes the making, performance, 
modification, and termination of contracts, and the enjoyment of all benefits, privileges, terms, and 
conditions of the contractual relationship. 
 
(c) Protection against impairment 
 
The rights protected by this section are protected against impairment by nongovernmental discrimination 
and impairment under color of State law. 
 

Civil Action For Deprivation of Rights 
42 USC § 1983 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/1983 
 
Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, regulation, custom, or usage, of any State or 
Territory or the District of Columbia, subjects, or causes to be subjected, any citizen of the United States 
or other person within the jurisdiction thereof to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities 
secured by the Constitution and laws, shall be liable to the party injured in an action at law, suit in 
equity, or other proper proceeding for redress, except that in any action brought against a judicial officer 
for an act or omission taken in such officer’s judicial capacity, injunctive relief shall not be granted 
unless a declaratory decree was violated or declaratory relief was unavailable. For the purposes of this 
section, any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia shall be considered to be 
a statute of the District of Columbia. 
 

Conspiracy To Interfere With Civil Rights 
42 USC § 1985 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/1985 
 
(1) Preventing officer from performing duties 
 
If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire to prevent, by force, intimidation, or threat, any 
person from accepting or holding any office, trust, or place of confidence under the United States, or 
from discharging any duties thereof; or to induce by like means any officer of the United States to leave 
any State, district, or place, where his duties as an officer are required to be performed, or to injure him 
in his person or property on account of his lawful discharge of the duties of his office, or while engaged 
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in the lawful discharge thereof, or to injure his property so as to molest, interrupt, hinder, or impede him 
in the discharge of his official duties; 
 
(2) Obstructing justice; intimidating party, witness, or juror 
 
If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire to deter, by force, intimidation, or threat, any 
party or witness in any court of the United States from attending such court, or from testifying to any 
matter pending therein, freely, fully, and truthfully, or to injure such party or witness in his person or 
property on account of his having so attended or testified, or to influence the verdict, presentment, or 
indictment of any grand or petit juror in any such court, or to injure such juror in his person or property 
on account of any verdict, presentment, or indictment lawfully assented to by him, or of his being or 
having been such juror; or if two or more persons conspire for the purpose of impeding, hindering, 
obstructing, or defeating, in any manner, the due course of justice in any State or Territory, with intent to 
deny to any citizen the equal protection of the laws, or to injure him or his property for lawfully 
enforcing, or attempting to enforce, the right of any person, or class of persons, to the equal protection of 
the laws; 
 
(3) Depriving persons of rights or privileges 
 
If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire or go in disguise on the highway or on the 
premises of another, for the purpose of depriving, either directly or indirectly, any person or class of 
persons of the equal protection of the laws, or of equal privileges and immunities under the laws; or for 
the purpose of preventing or hindering the constituted authorities of any State or Territory from giving 
or securing to all persons within such State or Territory the equal protection of the laws; or if two or 
more persons conspire to prevent by force, intimidation, or threat, any citizen who is lawfully entitled to 
vote, from giving his support or advocacy in a legal manner, toward or in favor of the election of any 
lawfully qualified person as an elector for President or Vice President, or as a Member of Congress of 
the United States; or to injure any citizen in person or property on account of such support or advocacy; 
in any case of conspiracy set forth in this section, if one or more persons engaged therein do, or cause to 
be done, any act in furtherance of the object of such conspiracy, whereby another is injured in his person 
or property, or deprived of having and exercising any right or privilege of a citizen of the United States, 
the party so injured or deprived may have an action for the recovery of damages occasioned by such 
injury or deprivation, against any one or more of the conspirators. 
 

Action For Neglect To Prevent 
42 USC § 1986 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/1986 
 
Every person who, having knowledge that any of the wrongs conspired to be done, and mentioned in 
section 1985 of this title, are about to be committed, and having power to prevent or aid in preventing 
the commission of the same, neglects or refuses so to do, if such wrongful act be committed, shall be 
liable to the party injured, or his legal representatives, for all damages caused by such wrongful act, 
which such person by reasonable diligence could have prevented; and such damages may be recovered 
in an action on the case; and any number of persons guilty of such wrongful neglect or refusal may be 
joined as defendants in the action; and if the death of any party be caused by any such wrongful act and 
neglect, the legal representatives of the deceased shall have such action therefore, and may recover not 
exceeding $5,000 damages therein, for the benefit of the widow of the deceased, if there be one, and if 
there be no widow, then for the benefit of the next of kin of the deceased. But no action under the 
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provisions of this section shall be sustained which is not commenced within one year after the cause of 
action has accrued. 
 

Proceedings In Vindication of Civil Rights 
42 USC § 1988 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/1988 
 
(a) Applicability of statutory and common law 
 
The jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters conferred on the district courts by the provisions of titles 
13, 24, and 70 of the Revised Statutes for the protection of all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights, and for their vindication, shall be exercised and enforced in conformity with the laws of the 
United States, so far as such laws are suitable to carry the same into effect; but in all cases where they 
are not adapted to the object, or are deficient in the provisions necessary to furnish suitable remedies and 
punish offenses against law, the common law, as modified and changed by the constitution and statutes 
of the State wherein the court having jurisdiction of such civil or criminal cause is held, so far as the 
same is not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United States, shall be extended to and 
govern the said courts in the trial and disposition of the cause, and, if it is of a criminal nature, in the 
infliction of punishment on the party found guilty. 
 
(b) Attorney’s fees 
 
In any action or proceeding to enforce a provision of sections 1981, 1981a, 1982, 1983, 1985, and 1986 
of this title, title IX of Public Law 92–318 [20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.], the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act of 1993 [42 U.S.C. 2000bb et seq.], the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act of 
2000 [42 U.S.C. 2000cc et seq.], title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 [42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.], or 
section 12361 of title 34, the court, in its discretion, may allow the prevailing party, other than the 
United States, a reasonable attorney’s fee as part of the costs, except that in any action brought against a 
judicial officer for an act or omission taken in such officer’s judicial capacity such officer shall not be 
held liable for any costs, including attorney’s fees, unless such action was clearly in excess of such 
officer’s jurisdiction. 
 
(c) Expert fees 
 
In awarding an attorney’s fee under subsection (b) in any action or proceeding to  
enforce a provision of section 1981 or 1981a of this title, the court, in its discretion, may  
include expert fees as part of the attorney’s fee. 
 

Prohibited acts 
52 U.S. Code § 10307 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/52/10307 
 
(a) Failure or refusal to permit casting or tabulation of vote 
 
No person acting under color of law shall fail or refuse to permit any person to vote who is entitled to 
vote under any provision of chapters 103 to 107 of this title or is otherwise qualified to vote, or willfully 
fail or refuse to tabulate, count, and report such person’s vote. 
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(b) Intimidation, threats, or coercion 
 
No person, whether acting under color of law or otherwise, shall intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or 
attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for voting or attempting to vote, or intimidate, 
threaten, or coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for urging or aiding any 
person to vote or attempt to vote, or intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for exercising any powers 
or duties under section 10302(a), 10305, 10306, or 10308(e) of this title or section 1973d or 1973g of 
title 42.[1] 
 
(c) False information in registering or voting; penalties 
 
Whoever knowingly or willfully gives false information as to his name, address or period of residence in 
the voting district for the purpose of establishing his eligibility to register or vote, or conspires with 
another individual for the purpose of encouraging his false registration to vote or illegal voting, or pays 
or offers to pay or accepts payment either for registration to vote or for voting shall be fined not more 
than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both: Provided, however, That this provision 
shall be applicable only to general, special, or primary elections held solely or in part for the purpose of 
selecting or electing any candidate for the office of President, Vice President, presidential elector, 
Member of the United States Senate, Member of the United States House of Representatives, Delegate 
from the District of Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Islands, or Resident Commissioner of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
 
(d) Falsification or concealment of material facts or giving of false statements in matters within 
jurisdiction of examiners or hearing officers; penalties 
 
Whoever, in any matter within the jurisdiction of an examiner or hearing officer knowingly and willfully 
falsifies or conceals a material fact, or makes any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or 
representations, or makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the same to contain any false, 
fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more 
than five years, or both. 
 
(e) Voting more than once 
 

(1) Whoever votes more than once in an election referred to in paragraph (2) shall be fined not more 
than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 
 
(2) The prohibition of this subsection applies with respect to any general, special, or primary election 
held solely or in part for the purpose of selecting or electing any candidate for the office of 
President, Vice President, presidential elector, Member of the United States Senate, Member of the 
United States House of Representatives, Delegate from the District of Columbia, Guam, or the 
Virgin Islands, or Resident Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
 
(3) As used in this subsection, the term “votes more than once” does not include the casting of an 
additional ballot if all prior ballots of that voter were invalidated, nor does it include the voting in 
two jurisdictions under section 10502 of this title, to the extent two ballots are not cast for an 
election to the same candidacy or office. 
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Civil and criminal sanctions 
52 U.S. Code § 10308 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/52/10308 
 
(a) Depriving or attempting to deprive persons of secured rights 
 
Whoever shall deprive or attempt to deprive any person of any right secured by section 10301, 10302, 
10303, 10304, or 10306 of this title or shall violate section 10307(a) of this title, shall be fined not more 
than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 
 
(b) Destroying, defacing, mutilating, or altering ballots or official voting records 
 
Whoever, within a year following an election in a political subdivision in which an observer has been 
assigned (1) destroys, defaces, mutilates, or otherwise alters the marking of a paper ballot which has 
been cast in such election, or (2) alters any official record of voting in such election tabulated from a 
voting machine or otherwise, shall be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than five 
years, or both. 
 
(c) Conspiring to violate or interfere with secured rights 
 
Whoever conspires to violate the provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section, or interferes with any 
right secured by section 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304, 10306, or 10307(a) of this title shall be fined not 
more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 
 
(d) Civil action by Attorney General for preventive relief; injunctive and other relief 
 
Whenever any person has engaged or there are reasonable grounds to believe that any person is about to 
engage in any act or practice prohibited by section 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304, 10306, or 10307 of this 
title, section 1973e of title 42,[1] or subsection (b) of this section, the Attorney General may institute for 
the United States, or in the name of the United States, an action for preventive relief, including an 
application for a temporary or permanent injunction, restraining order, or other order, and including an 
order directed to the State and State or local election officials to require them (1) to permit persons listed 
under chapters 103 to 107 of this title to vote and (2) to count such votes. 
 
(e) Proceeding by Attorney General to enforce the counting of ballots of registered and eligible 
persons who are prevented from voting 
 
Whenever in any political subdivision in which there are observers appointed pursuant to chapters 103 
to 107 of this title any persons allege to such an observer within forty-eight hours after the closing of the 
polls that notwithstanding (1) their listing under chapters 103 to 107 of this title or registration by an 
appropriate election official and (2) their eligibility to vote, they have not been permitted to vote in such 
election, the observer shall forthwith notify the Attorney General if such allegations in his opinion 
appear to be well founded. Upon receipt of such notification, the Attorney General may forthwith file 
with the district court an application for an order providing for the marking, casting, and counting of the 
ballots of such persons and requiring the inclusion of their votes in the total vote before the results of 
such election shall be deemed final and any force or effect given thereto. The district court shall hear 
and determine such matters immediately after the filing of such application. The remedy provided in this 
subsection shall not preclude any remedy available under State or Federal law. 
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(f) Jurisdiction of district courts; exhaustion of administrative or other remedies unnecessary 
The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction of proceedings instituted pursuant to this 
section and shall exercise the same without regard to whether a person asserting rights under the 
provisions of chapters 103 to 107 of this title shall have exhausted any administrative or other remedies 
that may be provided by law. 
 

Enforcement proceedings 
52 U.S. Code § 10310 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/52/10310 
 
(a) Criminal contempt 
 
All cases of criminal contempt arising under the provisions of chapters 103 to 107 of this title shall be 
governed by section 1995 of title 42. 
 
(b) Jurisdiction of courts for declaratory judgment, restraining orders, or temporary or 
permanent injunction 
 
No court other than the District Court for the District of Columbia shall have jurisdiction to issue any 
declaratory judgment pursuant to section 10303 or 10304 of this title or any restraining order or 
temporary or permanent injunction against the execution or enforcement of any provision of chapters 
103 to 107 of this title or any action of any Federal officer or employee pursuant hereto. 
 
(c) Definitions 
 

(1) The terms “vote” or “voting” shall include all action necessary to make a vote effective in any 
primary, special, or general election, including, but not limited to, registration, listing pursuant to 
this chapter, or other action required by law prerequisite to voting, casting a ballot, and having 
such ballot counted properly and included in the appropriate totals of votes cast with respect to 
candidates for public or party office and propositions for which votes are received in an election. 

 
(2) The term “political subdivision” shall mean any county or parish, except that where registration 

for voting is not conducted under the supervision of a county or parish, the term shall include any 
other subdivision of a State which conducts registration for voting. 

 
(3) The term “language minorities” or “language minority group” means persons who are American 

Indian, Asian American, Alaskan Natives or of Spanish heritage. 
 
(d) Subpoenas 
 
In any action for a declaratory judgment brought pursuant to section 10303 or 10304 of this title, 
subpoenas for witnesses who are required to attend the District Court for the District of Columbia may 
be served in any judicial district of the United States: Provided, That no writ of subpoena shall issue for 
witnesses without the District of Columbia at a greater distance than one hundred miles from the place 
of holding court without the permission of the District Court for the District of Columbia being first had 
upon proper application and cause shown. 
 
(e) Attorney’s fees 
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In any action or proceeding to enforce the voting guarantees of the fourteenth or fifteenth amendment, 
the court, in its discretion, may allow the prevailing party, other than the United States, a reasonable 
attorney’s fee, reasonable expert fees, and other reasonable litigation expenses as part of the costs. 
 

Criminal penalties 
52 U.S. Code § 20511 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/52/20511 
 
A person, including an election official, who in any election for Federal office— 
 
(1) knowingly and willfully intimidates, threatens, or coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or 

coerce, any person for— 
 

(A) registering to vote, or voting, or attempting to register or vote; 
 
(B) urging or aiding any person to register to vote, to vote, or to attempt to register or vote; or 
 
(C) exercising any right under this chapter; or 

 
(2) knowingly and willfully deprives, defrauds, or attempts to deprive or defraud the residents of a State 

of a fair and impartially conducted election process, by— 
 

(A) the procurement or submission of voter registration applications that are known by the person to 
be materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent under the laws of the State in which the election is 
held; or 

 
(B) the procurement, casting, or tabulation of ballots that are known by the person to be materially 

false, fictitious, or fraudulent under the laws of the State in which the election is held, shall be 
fined in accordance with title 18 (which fines shall be paid into the general fund of the Treasury, 
miscellaneous receipts (pursuant to section 3302 of title 31), notwithstanding any other law), or 
imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 

 
Summation of Penalties 

 
18 USC §     241 - Conspiracy Against Rights fined, 10 yrs. to life, or death. 
18 USC §     242 - Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law same. 
18 USC §     245 - Federally Protected Activities same. 
18 USC §     594 - Intimidation of Voters  fined, 1 yr. or both. 
18 USC §   2384 - Seditious Conspiracy fined, 20 yrs. or both. 
28 USC §   1343 - Civil Rights and Elective Franchise equitable damages. 
42 USC §   1981 - Equal Rights Under the Law punishment, pains, penalties, 

taxes, licenses, and exactions of every kind. 
42 USC §   1983 - Civil Action for Deprivation of Rights damages. 
42 USC §   1985 - Conspiracy to Interfere With Civil Rights damages. 
42 USC §   1986 - Action for Neglect to Prevent damages. 
42 USC §   1988 - Proceedings in Vindication of Civil Rights attorney & expert fees. 
52 USC § 10307 - Prohibited Acts fined $10,000, 5 yrs., or both. 
52 USC § 10308 - Civil and Criminal Sanctions same. 
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52 USC § 10310 - Enforcement Proceedings attorney & expert fees, and 
litigation expenses. 

52 USC § 20511 - Criminal Penalties fined, 5 yrs. or both. 
 
 

18 U.S. Code CHAPTER 115 
TREASON, SEDITION, AND SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 

 
Penalties for Treason, Misprision of Treason, Rebellion or Insurrection, Seditious 

Conspiracy under U.S. Code, Title 18, Part I, 
Chapter 115, § 2381, 2382, 2383, 2384, 2384, 2385, 2387, 2388, 2389, 2390 (2018) 

 
Treason 

18 USC § 2381 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2381 

 
Whoever, owing allegiance to the United States, levies war against them or adheres to their enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort within the United States or elsewhere, is guilty of treason and shall suffer 
death, or shall be imprisoned not less than five years and fined under this title but not less than $10,000; 
and shall be incapable of holding any office under the United States. 
 

Misprision of Treason 
18 USC § 2382 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2382 
 
Whoever, owing allegiance to the United States and having knowledge of the commission of any treason 
against them, conceals and does not, as soon as may be, disclose and make known the same to the 
President or to some judge of the United States, or to the governor or to some judge or justice of a 
particular State, is guilty of misprision of treason and shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than seven years, or both. 
 

Rebellion or Insurrection 
18 USC § 2383 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2383 
 
Whoever incites, sets on foot, assists, or engages in any rebellion or insurrection against the authority of 
the United States or the laws thereof, or gives aid or comfort thereto, shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and shall be incapable of holding any office under the 
United States. 
 

Seditious Conspiracy 
18 USC § 2384 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2384 
 
If two or more persons in any State or Territory, or in any place subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States, conspire to overthrow, put down, or to destroy by force the Government of the United States, or 
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to levy war against them, or to oppose by force the authority thereof, or by force to prevent, hinder, or 
delay the execution of any law of the United States, or by force to seize, take, or possess any property of 
the United States contrary to the authority thereof, they shall each be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than twenty years, or both. 
 

Advocating overthrow of Government 
(NOTE: Advocating the overthrow of the U.S. Constitution which is the lawful basis for the U.S. 
Government – IS advocating the overthrow of OUR Government! – So where are the arrests??) 

18 U.S. Code § 2385 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2385 

 
Whoever knowingly or willfully advocates, abets, advises, or teaches the duty, necessity, desirability, or 
propriety of overthrowing or destroying the government of the United States or the government of any 
State, Territory, District or Possession thereof, or the government of any political subdivision therein, by 
force or violence, or by the assassination of any officer of any such government; or 
 
Whoever, with intent to cause the overthrow or destruction of any such government, prints, publishes, 
edits, issues, circulates, sells, distributes, or publicly displays any written or printed matter advocating, 
advising, or teaching the duty, necessity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroying any 
government in the United States by force or violence, or attempts to do so; or 
 
Whoever organizes or helps or attempts to organize any society, group, or assembly of persons who 
teach, advocate, or encourage the overthrow or destruction of any such government by force or violence; 
or becomes or is a member of, or affiliates with, any such society, group, or assembly of persons, 
knowing the purposes thereof— 
 
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both, and shall be ineligible 
for employment by the United States or any department or agency thereof, for the five years next 
following his conviction. 
 
If two or more persons conspire to commit any offense named in this section, each shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both, and shall be ineligible for employment by 
the United States or any department or agency thereof, for the five years next following his conviction. 
 
As used in this section, the terms “organizes” and “organize”, with respect to any society, group, or 
assembly of persons, include the recruiting of new members, the forming of new units, and the 
regrouping or expansion of existing clubs, classes, and other units of such society, group, or assembly of 
persons. 
 
 

Activities affecting armed forces generally 
18 U.S. Code § 2387 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2387 
 
(a) Whoever, with intent to interfere with, impair, or influence the loyalty, morale, or discipline of the 

military or naval forces of the United States: 
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(1) advises, counsels, urges, or in any manner causes or attempts to cause insubordination, 
disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of duty by any member of the military or naval forces of the United 
States; or 

 
(2) distributes or attempts to distribute any written or printed matter which advises, counsels, or 
urges insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of duty by any member of the military or naval 
forces of the United States— 
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both, and shall be ineligible 
for employment by the United States or any department or agency thereof, for the five years next 
following his conviction. 

 
(b) For the purposes of this section, the term “military or naval forces of the United States” includes the 
Army of the United States, the Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Navy Reserve, Marine 
Corps Reserve, and Coast Guard Reserve of the United States; and, when any merchant vessel is 
commissioned in the Navy or is in the service of the Army or the Navy, includes the master, officers, 
and crew of such vessel. 
 
 

Activities affecting armed forces during war 
18 U.S. Code § 2388 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2388 
 
(a) Whoever, when the United States is at war, willfully makes or conveys false reports or false 
statements with intent to interfere with the operation or success of the military or naval forces of the 
United States or to promote the success of its enemies; or 
Whoever, when the United States is at war, willfully causes or attempts to cause insubordination, 
disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of duty, in the military or naval forces of the United States, or willfully 
obstructs the recruiting or enlistment service of the United States, to the injury of the service or the 
United States, or attempts to do so— 
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both. 
 
(b) If two or more persons conspire to violate subsection (a) of this section and one or more such 
persons do any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties to such conspiracy shall be 
punished as provided in said subsection (a). 
 
(c) Whoever harbors or conceals any person who he knows, or has reasonable grounds to believe or 
suspect, has committed, or is about to commit, an offense under this section, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 
 
(d) This section shall apply within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States, and on 
the high seas, as well as within the United States. 

 
 

Recruiting for service against United States 
18 U.S. Code § 2389 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2389 
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Whoever recruits soldiers or sailors within the United States, or in any place subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, to engage in armed hostility against the same; or 
 
Whoever opens within the United States, or in any place subject to the jurisdiction thereof, a recruiting 
station for the enlistment of such soldiers or sailors to serve in any manner in armed hostility against the 
United States— 
 
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 
 

Enlistment to serve against United States 
18 U.S. Code § 2390 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2390 
 
Whoever enlists or is engaged within the United States or in any place subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
with intent to serve in armed hostility against the United States, shall be fined under this title?[1] or 
imprisoned not more than three years, or both. 
 
 
 
 

Public corruption 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/public_corruption 

 
Public corruption involves a breach of public trust and/or abuse of position by federal, state, or local 
officials and their private sector accomplices. By broad definition, a government official, whether 
elected, appointed or hired, may violate federal law when he/she asks, demands, solicits, accepts, or 
agrees to receive anything of value in return for being influenced in the performance of their official 
duties. 
 
 
 
 

Laundering of Monetary Instruments 
18 U.S. Code § 1956 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1956 
(a) 
 

(1) Whoever, knowing that the property involved in a financial transaction represents the proceeds of 
some form of unlawful activity, conducts or attempts to conduct such a financial transaction which in 
fact involves the proceeds of specified unlawful activity— 

 
(A) 
 

(i) with the intent to promote the carrying on of specified unlawful activity; or 
 
(ii) with intent to engage in conduct constituting a violation of section 7201 or 7206 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986; or 
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(B) knowing that the transaction is designed in whole or in part— 
 

(i) to conceal or disguise the nature, the location, the source, the ownership, or the control of the 
proceeds of specified unlawful activity; or 
 
(ii) to avoid a transaction reporting requirement under State or Federal law, shall be sentenced to 
a fine of not more than $500,000 or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, 
whichever is greater, or imprisonment for not more than twenty years, or both. For purposes of 
this paragraph, a financial transaction shall be considered to be one involving the proceeds of 
specified unlawful activity if it is part of a set of parallel or dependent transactions, any one of 
which involves the proceeds of specified unlawful activity, and all of which are part of a single 
plan or arrangement. 

 
(2) Whoever transports, transmits, or transfers, or attempts to transport, transmit, or transfer a monetary 
instrument or funds from a place in the United States to or through a place outside the United States or 
to a place in the United States from or through a place outside the United States— 
 
(A) with the intent to promote the carrying on of specified unlawful activity; or 
 
(B) knowing that the monetary instrument or funds involved in the transportation, transmission, or 
transfer represent the proceeds of some form of unlawful activity and knowing that such transportation, 
transmission, or transfer is designed in whole or in part— 
 
(i) to conceal or disguise the nature, the location, the source, the ownership, or the control of the 
proceeds of specified unlawful activity; or 
 
(ii) to avoid a transaction reporting requirement under State or Federal law, 
shall be sentenced to a fine of not more than $500,000 or twice the value of the monetary instrument or 
funds involved in the transportation, transmission, or transfer, whichever is greater, or imprisonment for 
not more than twenty years, or both. For the purpose of the offense described in subparagraph (B), the 
defendant’s knowledge may be established by proof that a law enforcement officer represented the 
matter specified in subparagraph (B) as true, and the defendant’s subsequent statements or actions 
indicate that the defendant believed such representations to be true. 
 
(3) Whoever, with the intent— 
 
(A) to promote the carrying on of specified unlawful activity; 
 
(B) to conceal or disguise the nature, location, source, ownership, or control of property believed to be 
the proceeds of specified unlawful activity; or 
 
(C) to avoid a transaction reporting requirement under State or Federal law, 
conducts or attempts to conduct a financial transaction involving property represented to be the proceeds 
of specified unlawful activity, or property used to conduct or facilitate specified unlawful activity, shall 
be fined under this title or imprisoned for not more than 20 years, or both. For purposes of this 
paragraph and paragraph (2), the term “represented” means any representation made by a law 
enforcement officer or by another person at the direction of, or with the approval of, a Federal official 
authorized to investigate or prosecute violations of this section. 
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(b) Penalties.— 
 
(1) In general.—Whoever conducts or attempts to conduct a transaction described in subsection (a)(1) or  
 
(a)(3), or section 1957, or a transportation, transmission, or transfer described in subsection (a)(2), is 
liable to the United States for a civil penalty of not more than the greater of— 
 
(A) the value of the property, funds, or monetary instruments involved in the transaction; or 
 
(B) $10,000. 
 
(2) Jurisdiction over foreign persons.—For purposes of adjudicating an action filed or enforcing a 
penalty ordered under this section, the district courts shall have jurisdiction over any foreign person, 
including any financial institution authorized under the laws of a foreign country, against whom the 
action is brought, if service of process upon the foreign person is made under the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure or the laws of the country in which the foreign person is found, and— 
 
(A) the foreign person commits an offense under subsection (a) involving a financial transaction that 
occurs in whole or in part in the United States; 
 
(B) the foreign person converts, to his or her own use, property in which the United States has an 
ownership interest by virtue of the entry of an order of forfeiture by a court of the United States; or 
 
(C) the foreign person is a financial institution that maintains a bank account at a financial institution in 
the United States. 
 
(3) Court authority over assets.— 
A court may issue a pretrial restraining order or take any other action necessary to ensure that any bank 
account or other property held by the defendant in the United States is available to satisfy a judgment 
under this section. 
 
(4) Federal receiver.— 
 
(A) In general.— 
A court may appoint a Federal Receiver, in accordance with subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, to 
collect, marshal, and take custody, control, and possession of all assets of the defendant, wherever 
located, to satisfy a civil judgment under this subsection, a forfeiture judgment under section 981 or 982, 
or a criminal sentence under section 1957 or subsection (a) of this section, including an order of 
restitution to any victim of a specified unlawful activity. 
 
(B) Appointment and authority.—A Federal Receiver described in subparagraph (A)— 
 
(i) may be appointed upon application of a Federal prosecutor or a Federal or State regulator, by the 
court having jurisdiction over the defendant in the case; 
 
(ii) shall be an officer of the court, and the powers of the Federal Receiver shall include the powers set 
out in section 754 of title 28, United States Code; and 
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(iii) shall have standing equivalent to that of a Federal prosecutor for the purpose of submitting requests 
to obtain information regarding the assets of the defendant— 
 
(I) from the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network of the Department of the Treasury; or 
 
(II) from a foreign country pursuant to a mutual legal assistance treaty, multilateral agreement, or other 
arrangement for international law enforcement assistance, provided that such requests are in accordance 
with the policies and procedures of the Attorney General. 
 
(c) As used in this section— 
 
(1) the term “knowing that the property involved in a financial transaction represents the proceeds of 
some form of unlawful activity” means that the person knew the property involved in the transaction 
represented proceeds from some form, though not necessarily which form, of activity that constitutes a 
felony under State, Federal, or foreign law, regardless of whether or not such activity is specified in 
paragraph (7); 
 
(2) the term “conducts” includes initiating, concluding, or participating in initiating, or concluding a 
transaction; 
 
(3) the term “transaction” includes a purchase, sale, loan, pledge, gift, transfer, delivery, or other 
disposition, and with respect to a financial institution includes a deposit, withdrawal, transfer between 
accounts, exchange of currency, loan, extension of credit, purchase or sale of any stock, bond, certificate 
of deposit, or other monetary instrument, use of a safe deposit box, or any other payment, transfer, or 
delivery by, through, or to a financial institution, by whatever means effected; 
 
(4) the term “financial transaction” means (A) a transaction which in any way or degree affects interstate 
or foreign commerce (i) involving the movement of funds by wire or other means or (ii) involving one 
or more monetary instruments, or (iii) involving the transfer of title to any real property, vehicle, vessel, 
or aircraft, or (B) a transaction involving the use of a financial institution which is engaged in, or the 
activities of which affect, interstate or foreign commerce in any way or degree; 
 
(5) the term “monetary instruments” means (i) coin or currency of the United States or of any other 
country, travelers’ checks, personal checks, bank checks, and money orders, or (ii) investment securities 
or negotiable instruments, in bearer form or otherwise in such form that title thereto passes upon 
delivery; 
 
(6) the term “financial institution” includes— 
 
(A) any financial institution, as defined in section 5312(a)(2) of title 31, United States Code, or the 
regulations promulgated thereunder; and 
 
(B) any foreign bank, as defined in section 1 of the International Banking Act of 1978 (12 U.S.C. 3101); 
 
(7) the term “specified unlawful activity” means— 
 
(A) any act or activity constituting an offense listed in section 1961(1) of this title except an act which is 
indictable under subchapter II of chapter 53 of title 31; 
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(B) with respect to a financial transaction occurring in whole or in part in the United States, an offense 
against a foreign nation involving— 
 
(i) the manufacture, importation, sale, or distribution of a controlled substance (as such term is defined 
for the purposes of the Controlled Substances Act); 
(ii) murder, kidnapping, robbery, extortion, destruction of property by means of explosive or fire, or a 
crime of violence (as defined in section 16); 
 
(iii) fraud, or any scheme or attempt to defraud, by or against a foreign bank (as defined in paragraph 7 
of section 1(b) of the International Banking Act of 1978));?[1] 
 
(iv) bribery of a public official, or the misappropriation, theft, or embezzlement of public funds by or for 
the benefit of a public official; 
 
(v) smuggling or export control violations involving— 
 
(I) an item controlled on the United States Munitions List established under section 38 of the Arms 
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778); or 
 
(II) an item controlled under regulations under the Export Administration Regulations (15 C.F.R. Parts 
730–774); 
 
(vi) an offense with respect to which the United States would be obligated by a multilateral treaty, either 
to extradite the alleged offender or to submit the case for prosecution, if the offender were found within 
the territory of the United States; or 
 
(vii) trafficking in persons, selling or buying of children, sexual exploitation of children, or transporting, 
recruiting or harboring a person, including a child, for commercial sex acts; 
 
(C) any act or acts constituting a continuing criminal enterprise, as that term is defined in section 408 of 
the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 848); 
 
(D) an offense under section 32 (relating to the destruction of aircraft), section 37 (relating to violence at 
international airports), section 115 (relating to influencing, impeding, or retaliating against a Federal 
official by threatening or injuring a family member), section 152 (relating to concealment of assets; false 
oaths and claims; bribery), section 175c (relating to the variola virus), section 215 (relating to 
commissions or gifts for procuring loans), section 351 (relating to congressional or Cabinet officer 
assassination), any of sections 500 through 503 (relating to certain counterfeiting offenses), section 513 
(relating to securities of States and private entities), section 541 (relating to goods falsely classified), 
section 542 (relating to entry of goods by means of false statements), section 545 (relating to smuggling 
goods into the United States), section 549 (relating to removing goods from Customs custody), section 
554 (relating to smuggling goods from the United States), section 555 (relating to border tunnels), 
section 641 (relating to public money, property, or records), section 656 (relating to theft, 
embezzlement, or misapplication by bank officer or employee), section 657 (relating to lending, credit, 
and insurance institutions), section 658 (relating to property mortgaged or pledged to farm credit 
agencies), section 666 (relating to theft or bribery concerning programs receiving Federal funds), section 
793, 794, or 798 (relating to espionage), section 831 (relating to prohibited transactions involving 
nuclear materials), section 844(f) or (i) (relating to destruction by explosives or fire of Government 
property or property affecting interstate or foreign commerce), section 875 (relating to interstate 
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communications), section 922(l) (relating to the unlawful importation of firearms), section 924(n) 
(relating to firearms trafficking), section 956 (relating to conspiracy to kill, kidnap, maim, or injure 
certain property in a foreign country), section 1005 (relating to fraudulent bank entries), 1006?[2] 
(relating to fraudulent Federal credit institution entries), 1007?[2] (relating to Federal Deposit Insurance 
transactions), 1014?[2] (relating to fraudulent loan or credit applications), section 1030 (relating to 
computer fraud and abuse), 1032?[2] (relating to concealment of assets from conservator, receiver, or 
liquidating agent of financial institution), section 1111 (relating to murder), section 1114 (relating to 
murder of United States law enforcement officials), section 1116 (relating to murder of foreign officials, 
official guests, or internationally protected persons), section 1201 (relating to kidnaping), section 1203 
(relating to hostage taking), section 1361 (relating to willful injury of Government property), section 
1363 (relating to destruction of property within the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction), section 
1708 (theft from the mail), section 1751 (relating to Presidential assassination), section 2113 or 2114 
(relating to bank and postal robbery and theft), section 2252A (relating to child pornography) where the 
child pornography contains a visual depiction of an actual minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct, 
section 2260 (production of certain child pornography for importation into the United States), section 
2280 (relating to violence against maritime navigation), section 2281 (relating to violence against 
maritime fixed platforms), section 2319 (relating to copyright infringement), section 2320 (relating to 
trafficking in counterfeit goods and services), section 2332 (relating to terrorist acts abroad against 
United States nationals), section 2332a (relating to use of weapons of mass destruction), section 2332b 
(relating to international terrorist acts transcending national boundaries), section 2332g (relating to 
missile systems designed to destroy aircraft), section 2332h (relating to radiological dispersal devices), 
section 2339A or 2339B (relating to providing material support to terrorists), section 2339C (relating to 
financing of terrorism), or section 2339D (relating to receiving military-type training from a foreign 
terrorist organization) of this title, section 46502 of title 49, United States Code, a felony violation of the 
Chemical Diversion and Trafficking Act of 1988 (relating to precursor and essential chemicals), section 
590 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1590) (relating to aviation smuggling), section 422 of the 
Controlled Substances Act (relating to transportation of drug paraphernalia), section 38(c) (relating to 
criminal violations) of the Arms Export Control Act, section 11?[3] (relating to violations) of the Export 
Administration Act of 1979, section 206 (relating to penalties) of the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act, section 16 (relating to offenses and punishment) of the Trading with the Enemy Act, any 
felony violation of section 15 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (relating to supplemental nutrition 
assistance program benefits fraud) involving a quantity of benefits having a value of not less than 
$5,000, any violation of section 543(a)(1) of the Housing Act of 1949 (relating to equity skimming), any 
felony violation of the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, any felony violation of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act, section 92 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2122) (relating to 
prohibitions governing atomic weapons), or section 104(a) of the North Korea Sanctions Enforcement 
Act of 2016?[3] (relating to prohibited activities with respect to North Korea); 
environmental crimes 
 
(E) a felony violation of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), the Ocean 
Dumping Act (33 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.), the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.), or the Resources Conservation and Recovery Act 
(42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.); 
 
(F) any act or activity constituting an offense involving a Federal health care offense; or 
 
(G) any act that is a criminal violation of subparagraph (A), (B), (C), (D), (E), or (F) of paragraph (1) of 
section 9(a) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1538(a)(1)), section 2203 of the African 
Elephant Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4223), or section 7(a) of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation 
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Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5305a(a)), if the endangered or threatened species of fish or wildlife, products, 
items, or substances involved in the violation and relevant conduct, as applicable, have a total value of 
more than $10,000; 
 
(8) the term “State” includes a State of the United States, the District of Columbia, and any 
commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States; and 
 
(9) the term “proceeds” means any property derived from or obtained or retained, directly or indirectly, 
through some form of unlawful activity, including the gross receipts of such activity. 
 
(d) Nothing in this section shall supersede any provision of Federal, State, or other law imposing 
criminal penalties or affording civil remedies in addition to those provided for in this section. 
 
(e) Violations of this section may be investigated by such components of the Department of Justice as 
the Attorney General may direct, and by such components of the Department of the Treasury as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may direct, as appropriate, and, with respect to offenses over which the 
Department of Homeland Security has jurisdiction, by such components of the Department of Homeland 
Security as the Secretary of Homeland Security may direct, and, with respect to offenses over which the 
United States Postal Service has jurisdiction, by the Postal Service. Such authority of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Postal Service shall be exercised in 
accordance with an agreement which shall be entered into by the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Postal Service, and the Attorney General. Violations of this section 
involving offenses described in paragraph (c)(7)(E) may be investigated by such components of the 
Department of Justice as the Attorney General may direct, and the National Enforcement Investigations 
Center of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
(f) There is extraterritorial jurisdiction over the conduct prohibited by this section if— 
 
(1) the conduct is by a United States citizen or, in the case of a non-United States citizen, the conduct 
occurs in part in the United States; and 
 
(2) the transaction or series of related transactions involves funds or monetary instruments of a value 
exceeding $10,000. 
 
(g) Notice of Conviction of Financial Institutions.— 
If any financial institution or any officer, director, or employee of any financial institution has been 
found guilty of an offense under this section, section 1957 or 1960 of this title, or section 5322 or 5324 
of title 31, the Attorney General shall provide written notice of such fact to the appropriate regulatory 
agency for the financial institution. 
 
(h) Any person who conspires to commit any offense defined in this section or section 1957 shall be 
subject to the same penalties as those prescribed for the offense the commission of which was the object 
of the conspiracy. 
 
(i) Venue.— 
 
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a prosecution for an offense under this section or section 1957 
may be brought in— 
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(A) any district in which the financial or monetary transaction is conducted; or 
 
(B) any district where a prosecution for the underlying specified unlawful activity could be brought, if 
the defendant participated in the transfer of the proceeds of the specified unlawful activity from that 
district to the district where the financial or monetary transaction is conducted. 
 
(2) A prosecution for an attempt or conspiracy offense under this section or section 1957 may be 
brought in the district where venue would lie for the completed offense under paragraph (1), or in any 
other district where an act in furtherance of the attempt or conspiracy took place. 
 
(3) For purposes of this section, a transfer of funds from 1 place to another, by wire or any other means, 
shall constitute a single, continuing transaction. Any person who conducts (as that term is defined in 
subsection (c)(2)) any portion of the transaction may be charged in any district in which the transaction 
takes place. 
 
 

RICO 
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 1961-68. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/rico 
 
A federal law targeting organized criminal activity.  To protect economic enterprise, RICO threatens 
with civil and criminal penalties persons who benefit from racketeering or the collection of unlawful 
debts. 

109. RICO Charges 
https://www.justice.gov/archives/jm/criminal-resource-manual-109-rico-charges 

 
 

18 U.S. Code CHAPTER 96 
RACKETEER INFLUENCED AND CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/part-I/chapter-96 
 

§ 1961. Definitions 
§ 1962. Prohibited activities 
§ 1963. Criminal penalties 
§ 1964. Civil remedies 
§ 1965. Venue and process 
§ 1966. Expedition of actions 
§ 1967. Evidence 
§ 1968. Civil investigative demand 

 
Definitions 

18 U.S. Code § 1961 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1961 

 
As used in this chapter— 
 
(1) “racketeering activity” means (A) any act or threat involving murder, kidnapping, gambling, arson, 
robbery, bribery, extortion, dealing in obscene matter, or dealing in a controlled substance or listed 
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chemical (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act), which is chargeable under State 
law and punishable by imprisonment for more than one year; (B) any act which is indictable under any 
of the following provisions of title 18, United States Code: Section 201 (relating to bribery), section 224 
(relating to sports bribery), sections 471, 472, and 473 (relating to counterfeiting), section 659 (relating 
to theft from interstate shipment) if the act indictable under section 659 is felonious, section 664 
(relating to embezzlement from pension and welfare funds), sections 891–894 (relating to extortionate 
credit transactions), section 1028 (relating to fraud and related activity in connection with identification 
documents), section 1029 (relating to fraud and related activity in connection with access devices), 
section 1084 (relating to the transmission of gambling information), section 1341 (relating to mail 
fraud), section 1343 (relating to wire fraud), section 1344 (relating to financial institution fraud), section 
1351 (relating to fraud in foreign labor contracting), section 1425 (relating to the procurement of 
citizenship or nationalization unlawfully), section 1426 (relating to the reproduction of naturalization or 
citizenship papers), section 1427 (relating to the sale of naturalization or citizenship papers), sections 
1461–1465 (relating to obscene matter), section 1503 (relating to obstruction of justice), section 1510 
(relating to obstruction of criminal investigations), section 1511 (relating to the obstruction of State or 
local law enforcement), section 1512 (relating to tampering with a witness, victim, or an informant), 
section 1513 (relating to retaliating against a witness, victim, or an informant), section 1542 (relating to 
false statement in application and use of passport), section 1543 (relating to forgery or false use of 
passport), section 1544 (relating to misuse of passport), section 1546 (relating to fraud and misuse of 
visas, permits, and other documents), sections 1581–1592 (relating to peonage, slavery, and trafficking 
in persons).,[1] sections 1831 and 1832 (relating to economic espionage and theft of trade secrets), 
section 1951 (relating to interference with commerce, robbery, or extortion), section 1952 (relating to 
racketeering), section 1953 (relating to interstate transportation of wagering paraphernalia), section 1954 
(relating to unlawful welfare fund payments), section 1955 (relating to the prohibition of illegal 
gambling businesses), section 1956 (relating to the laundering of monetary instruments), section 1957 
(relating to engaging in monetary transactions in property derived from specified unlawful activity), 
section 1958 (relating to use of interstate commerce facilities in the commission of murder-for-hire), 
section 1960 (relating to illegal money transmitters), sections 2251, 2251A, 2252, and 2260 (relating to 
sexual exploitation of children), sections 2312 and 2313 (relating to interstate transportation of stolen 
motor vehicles), sections 2314 and 2315 (relating to interstate transportation of stolen property), section 
2318 (relating to trafficking in counterfeit labels for phonorecords, computer programs or computer 
program documentation or packaging and copies of motion pictures or other audiovisual works), section 
2319 (relating to criminal infringement of a copyright), section 2319A (relating to unauthorized fixation 
of and trafficking in sound recordings and music videos of live musical performances), section 2320 
(relating to trafficking in goods or services bearing counterfeit marks), section 2321 (relating to 
trafficking in certain motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts), sections 2341–2346 (relating to trafficking 
in contraband cigarettes), sections 2421–24 (relating to white slave traffic), sections 175–178 (relating to 
biological weapons), sections 229–229F (relating to chemical weapons), section 831 (relating to nuclear 
materials), (C) any act which is indictable under title 29, United States Code, section 186 (dealing with 
restrictions on payments and loans to labor organizations) or section 501(c) (relating to embezzlement 
from union funds), (D) any offense involving fraud connected with a case under title 11 (except a case 
under section 157 of this title), fraud in the sale of securities, or the felonious manufacture, importation, 
receiving, concealment, buying, selling, or otherwise dealing in a controlled substance or listed chemical 
(as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act), punishable under any law of the United 
States, (E) any act which is indictable under the Currency and Foreign Transactions Reporting Act, (F) 
any act which is indictable under the Immigration and Nationality Act, section 274 (relating to bringing 
in and harboring certain aliens), section 277 (relating to aiding or assisting certain aliens to enter the 
United States), or section 278 (relating to importation of alien for immoral purpose) if the act indictable 
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under such section of such Act was committed for the purpose of financial gain, or (G) any act that is 
indictable under any provision listed in section 2332b(g)(5)(B); 
 
(2) “State” means any State of the United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, any territory or possession of the United States, any political subdivision, or any department, 
agency, or instrumentality thereof; 
 
(3) “person” includes any individual or entity capable of holding a legal or beneficial interest in 
property; 
 
(4) “enterprise” includes any individual, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity, and 
any union or group of individuals associated in fact although not a legal entity; 
 
(5) “pattern of racketeering activity” requires at least two acts of racketeering activity, one of which 
occurred after the effective date of this chapter and the last of which occurred within ten years 
(excluding any period of imprisonment) after the commission of a prior act of racketeering activity; 
 
(6) “unlawful debt” means a debt (A) incurred or contracted in gambling activity which was in violation 
of the law of the United States, a State or political subdivision thereof, or which is unenforceable under 
State or Federal law in whole or in part as to principal or interest because of the laws relating to usury, 
and (B) which was incurred in connection with the business of gambling in violation of the law of the 
United States, a State or political subdivision thereof, or the business of lending money or a thing of 
value at a rate usurious under State or Federal law, where the usurious rate is at least twice the 
enforceable rate; 
 
(7) “racketeering investigator” means any attorney or investigator so designated by the Attorney General 
and charged with the duty of enforcing or carrying into effect this chapter; 
 
(8) “racketeering investigation” means any inquiry conducted by any racketeering investigator for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether any person has been involved in any violation of this chapter or of any 
final order, judgment, or decree of any court of the United States, duly entered in any case or proceeding 
arising under this chapter; 
 
(9) “documentary material” includes any book, paper, document, record, recording, or other material; 
and 
 
(10) “Attorney General” includes the Attorney General of the United States, the Deputy Attorney 
General of the United States, the Associate Attorney General of the United States, any Assistant 
Attorney General of the United States, or any employee of the Department of Justice or any employee of 
any department or agency of the United States so designated by the Attorney General to carry out the 
powers conferred on the Attorney General by this chapter. Any department or agency so designated may 
use in investigations authorized by this chapter either the investigative provisions of this chapter or the 
investigative power of such department or agency otherwise conferred by law. 
 

Prohibited activities 
18 U.S. Code § 1962 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1962 
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(a) It shall be unlawful for any person who has received any income derived, directly or indirectly, from 
a pattern of racketeering activity or through collection of an unlawful debt in which such person has 
participated as a principal within the meaning of section 2, title 18, United States Code, to use or invest, 
directly or indirectly, any part of such income, or the proceeds of such income, in acquisition of any 
interest in, or the establishment or operation of, any enterprise which is engaged in, or the activities of 
which affect, interstate or foreign commerce. A purchase of securities on the open market for purposes 
of investment, and without the intention of controlling or participating in the control of the issuer, or of 
assisting another to do so, shall not be unlawful under this subsection if the securities of the issuer held 
by the purchaser, the members of his immediate family, and his or their accomplices in any pattern or 
racketeering activity or the collection of an unlawful debt after such purchase do not amount in the 
aggregate to one percent of the outstanding securities of any one class, and do not confer, either in law 
or in fact, the power to elect one or more directors of the issuer. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person through a pattern of racketeering activity or through collection of 
an unlawful debt to acquire or maintain, directly or indirectly, any interest in or control of any enterprise 
which is engaged in, or the activities of which affect, interstate or foreign commerce. 
 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person employed by or associated with any enterprise engaged in, or the 
activities of which affect, interstate or foreign commerce, to conduct or participate, directly or indirectly, 
in the conduct of such enterprise’s affairs through a pattern of racketeering activity or collection of 
unlawful debt. 
 
(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to conspire to violate any of the provisions of subsection (a), (b), 
or (c) of this section. 
 

Criminal penalties 
18 U.S. Code § 1963 - 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1963 
 
(a) Whoever violates any provision of section 1962 of this chapter shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than 20 years (or for life if the violation is based on a racketeering activity for 
which the maximum penalty includes life imprisonment), or both, and shall forfeit to the United States, 
irrespective of any provision of State law— 
 

(1) any interest the person has acquired or maintained in violation of section 1962; 
 
(2) any— 

 
(A) interest in; 

 
(B) security of; 
 
(C) claim against; or 
 
(D) property or contractual right of any kind affording a source of influence over; 
any enterprise which the person has established, operated, controlled, conducted, or participated 
in the conduct of, in violation of section 1962; and 
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(3) any property constituting, or derived from, any proceeds which the person obtained, directly or 
indirectly, from racketeering activity or unlawful debt collection in violation of section 1962. 
The court, in imposing sentence on such person shall order, in addition to any other sentence 
imposed pursuant to this section, that the person forfeit to the United States all property described in 
this subsection. In lieu of a fine otherwise authorized by this section, a defendant who derives profits 
or other proceeds from an offense may be fined not more than twice the gross profits or other 
proceeds. 

 
(b) Property subject to criminal forfeiture under this section includes— 
 

(1) real property, including things growing on, affixed to, and found in land; and 
 

 (2) tangible and intangible personal property, including rights, privileges, interests, claims, and 
securities. 

 
(c) All right, title, and interest in property described in subsection (a) vests in the United States upon the 
commission of the act giving rise to forfeiture under this section. Any such property that is subsequently 
transferred to a person other than the defendant may be the subject of a special verdict of forfeiture and 
thereafter shall be ordered forfeited to the United States, unless the transferee establishes in a hearing 
pursuant to subsection (l) that he is a bona fide purchaser for value of such property who at the time of 
purchase was reasonably without cause to believe that the property was subject to forfeiture under this 
section. 
 
(d) 
 

(1) Upon application of the United States, the court may enter a restraining order or injunction, 
require the execution of a satisfactory performance bond, or take any other action to preserve the 
availability of property described in subsection (a) for forfeiture under this section— 

 
(A) upon the filing of an indictment or information charging a violation of section 1962 of this 
chapter and alleging that the property with respect to which the order is sought would, in the 
event of conviction, be subject to forfeiture under this section; or 
 
(B) prior to the filing of such an indictment or information, if, after notice to persons appearing 
to have an interest in the property and opportunity for a hearing, the court determines that— 

 
 (i) there is a substantial probability that the United States will prevail on the issue of 
forfeiture and that failure to enter the order will result in the property being destroyed, 
removed from the jurisdiction of the court, or otherwise made unavailable for forfeiture; and 
 
(ii) the need to preserve the availability of the property through the entry of the requested 
order outweighs the hardship on any party against whom the order is to be entered: 
Provided, however, That an order entered pursuant to subparagraph (B) shall be effective for 
not more than ninety days, unless extended by the court for good cause shown or unless an 
indictment or information described in subparagraph (A) has been filed. 

 
(2) A temporary restraining order under this subsection may be entered upon application of the 
United States without notice or opportunity for a hearing when an information or indictment has not 
yet been filed with respect to the property, if the United States demonstrates that there is probable 
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cause to believe that the property with respect to which the order is sought would, in the event of 
conviction, be subject to forfeiture under this section and that provision of notice will jeopardize the 
availability of the property for forfeiture. Such a temporary order shall expire not more than fourteen 
days after the date on which it is entered, unless extended for good cause shown or unless the party 
against whom it is entered consents to an extension for a longer period. A hearing requested 
concerning an order entered under this paragraph shall be held at the earliest possible time, and prior 
to the expiration of the temporary order. 
 
(3) The court may receive and consider, at a hearing held pursuant to this subsection, evidence and 
information that would be inadmissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence. 

 
(e) Upon conviction of a person under this section, the court shall enter a judgment of forfeiture of the 
property to the United States and shall also authorize the Attorney General to seize all property ordered 
forfeited upon such terms and conditions as the court shall deem proper. Following the entry of an order 
declaring the property forfeited, the court may, upon application of the United States, enter such 
appropriate restraining orders or injunctions, require the execution of satisfactory performance bonds, 
appoint receivers, conservators, appraisers, accountants, or trustees, or take any other action to protect 
the interest of the United States in the property ordered forfeited. Any income accruing to, or derived 
from, an enterprise or an interest in an enterprise which has been ordered forfeited under this section 
may be used to offset ordinary and necessary expenses to the enterprise which are required by law, or 
which are necessary to protect the interests of the United States or third parties. 
 
(f) Following the seizure of property ordered forfeited under this section, the Attorney General shall 
direct the disposition of the property by sale or any other commercially feasible means, making due 
provision for the rights of any innocent persons. Any property right or interest not exercisable by, or 
transferable for value to, the United States shall expire and shall not revert to the defendant, nor shall the 
defendant or any person acting in concert with or on behalf of the defendant be eligible to purchase 
forfeited property at any sale held by the United States. Upon application of a person, other than the 
defendant or a person acting in concert with or on behalf of the defendant, the court may restrain or stay 
the sale or disposition of the property pending the conclusion of any appeal of the criminal case giving 
rise to the forfeiture, if the applicant demonstrates that proceeding with the sale or disposition of the 
property will result in irreparable injury, harm or loss to him. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302(b), the 
proceeds of any sale or other disposition of property forfeited under this section and any moneys 
forfeited shall be used to pay all proper expenses for the forfeiture and the sale, including expenses of 
seizure, maintenance and custody of the property pending its disposition, advertising and court costs. 
The Attorney General shall deposit in the Treasury any amounts of such proceeds or moneys remaining 
after the payment of such expenses. 
 
(g) With respect to property ordered forfeited under this section, the Attorney General is authorized to— 
 

(1) grant petitions for mitigation or remission of forfeiture, restore forfeited property to victims of a 
violation of this chapter, or take any other action to protect the rights of innocent persons which is in 
the interest of justice and which is not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter; 
 
(2) compromise claims arising under this section; 
 
(3) award compensation to persons providing information resulting in a forfeiture under this section; 
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(4) direct the disposition by the United States of all property ordered forfeited under this section by 
public sale or any other commercially feasible means, making due provision for the rights of 
innocent persons; and 
 
(5) take appropriate measures necessary to safeguard and maintain property ordered forfeited under 
this section pending its disposition. 

 
(h) The Attorney General may promulgate regulations with respect to— 
 

(1) making reasonable efforts to provide notice to persons who may have an interest in property 
ordered forfeited under this section; 
 
(2) granting petitions for remission or mitigation of forfeiture; 
 
(3) the restitution of property to victims of an offense petitioning for remission or mitigation of 
forfeiture under this chapter; 
 
(4) the disposition by the United States of forfeited property by public sale or other commercially 
feasible means; 
 
(5) the maintenance and safekeeping of any property forfeited under this section pending its 
disposition; and 
 
(6) the compromise of claims arising under this chapter. 
Pending the promulgation of such regulations, all provisions of law relating to the disposition of 
property, or the proceeds from the sale thereof, or the remission or mitigation of forfeitures for 
violation of the customs laws, and the compromise of claims and the award of compensation to 
informers in respect of such forfeitures shall apply to forfeitures incurred, or alleged to have been 
incurred, under the provisions of this section, insofar as applicable and not inconsistent with the 
provisions hereof. Such duties as are imposed upon the Customs Service or any person with respect 
to the disposition of property under the customs law shall be performed under this chapter by the 
Attorney General. 

 
(i) Except as provided in subsection (l), no party claiming an interest in property subject to forfeiture 
under this section may— 
 

(1) intervene in a trial or appeal of a criminal case involving the forfeiture of such property under 
this section; or 
 
(2) commence an action at law or equity against the United States concerning the validity of his 
alleged interest in the property subsequent to the filing of an indictment or information alleging that 
the property is subject to forfeiture under this section. 

 
(j) The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction to enter orders as provided in this 
section without regard to the location of any property which may be subject to forfeiture under this 
section or which has been ordered forfeited under this section. 
 
(k) In order to facilitate the identification or location of property declared forfeited and to facilitate the 
disposition of petitions for remission or mitigation of forfeiture, after the entry of an order declaring 
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property forfeited to the United States the court may, upon application of the United States, order that 
the testimony of any witness relating to the property forfeited be taken by deposition and that any 
designated book, paper, document, record, recording, or other material not privileged be produced at the 
same time and place, in the same manner as provided for the taking of depositions under Rule 15 of the 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 
 
(l) 
 

(1) Following the entry of an order of forfeiture under this section, the United States shall publish 
notice of the order and of its intent to dispose of the property in such manner as the Attorney General 
may direct. The Government may also, to the extent practicable, provide direct written notice to any 
person known to have alleged an interest in the property that is the subject of the order of forfeiture 
as a substitute for published notice as to those persons so notified. 
 
(2) Any person, other than the defendant, asserting a legal interest in property which has been 
ordered forfeited to the United States pursuant to this section may, within thirty days of the final 
publication of notice or his receipt of notice under paragraph (1), whichever is earlier, petition the 
court for a hearing to adjudicate the validity of his alleged interest in the property. The hearing shall 
be held before the court alone, without a jury. 
 
(3) The petition shall be signed by the petitioner under penalty of perjury and shall set forth the 
nature and extent of the petitioner’s right, title, or interest in the property, the time and circumstances 
of the petitioner’s acquisition of the right, title, or interest in the property, any additional facts 
supporting the petitioner’s claim, and the relief sought. 
 
(4) The hearing on the petition shall, to the extent practicable and consistent with the interests of 
justice, be held within thirty days of the filing of the petition. The court may consolidate the hearing 
on the petition with a hearing on any other petition filed by a person other than the defendant under 
this subsection. 
 
(5) At the hearing, the petitioner may testify and present evidence and witnesses on his own behalf, 
and cross-examine witnesses who appear at the hearing. The United States may present evidence and 
witnesses in rebuttal and in defense of its claim to the property and cross-examine witnesses who 
appear at the hearing. In addition to testimony and evidence presented at the hearing, the court shall 
consider the relevant portions of the record of the criminal case which resulted in the order of 
forfeiture. 
 
(6) If, after the hearing, the court determines that the petitioner has established by a preponderance 
of the evidence that— 

 
(A) the petitioner has a legal right, title, or interest in the property, and such right, title, or 
interest renders the order of forfeiture invalid in whole or in part because the right, title, or 
interest was vested in the petitioner rather than the defendant or was superior to any right, title, 
or interest of the defendant at the time of the commission of the acts which gave rise to the 
forfeiture of the property under this section; or 
 
(B) the petitioner is a bona fide purchaser for value of the right, title, or interest in the property 
and was at the time of purchase reasonably without cause to believe that the property was subject 
to forfeiture under this section; 
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the court shall amend the order of forfeiture in accordance with its determination. 
 

(7) Following the court’s disposition of all petitions filed under this subsection, or if no such 
petitions are filed following the expiration of the period provided in paragraph (2) for the filing of 
such petitions, the United States shall have clear title to property that is the subject of the order of 
forfeiture and may warrant good title to any subsequent purchaser or transferee. 

 
(m) If any of the property described in subsection (a), as a result of any act or omission of the 
defendant— 
 

(1) cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence; 
 
(2) has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third party; 
 
(3) has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the court; 
 
(4) has been substantially diminished in value; or 
 
(5) has been commingled with other property which cannot be divided without difficulty; 
the court shall order the forfeiture of any other property of the defendant up to the value of any 
property described in paragraphs (1) through (5). 

 
Civil remedies 

18 U.S. Code § 1964 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1964 

 
(a) The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction to prevent and restrain violations of 
section 1962 of this chapter by issuing appropriate orders, including, but not limited to: ordering any 
person to divest himself of any interest, direct or indirect, in any enterprise; imposing reasonable 
restrictions on the future activities or investments of any person, including, but not limited to, 
prohibiting any person from engaging in the same type of endeavor as the enterprise engaged in, the 
activities of which affect interstate or foreign commerce; or ordering dissolution or reorganization of any 
enterprise, making due provision for the rights of innocent persons. 
 
(b) The Attorney General may institute proceedings under this section. Pending final determination 
thereof, the court may at any time enter such restraining orders or prohibitions, or take such other 
actions, including the acceptance of satisfactory performance bonds, as it shall deem proper. 
 
(c) Any person injured in his business or property by reason of a violation of section 1962 of this chapter 
may sue therefor in any appropriate United States district court and shall recover threefold the damages 
he sustains and the cost of the suit, including a reasonable attorney’s fee, except that no person may rely 
upon any conduct that would have been actionable as fraud in the purchase or sale of securities to 
establish a violation of section 1962. The exception contained in the preceding sentence does not apply 
to an action against any person that is criminally convicted in connection with the fraud, in which case 
the statute of limitations shall start to run on the date on which the conviction becomes final. 
 
(d) A final judgment or decree rendered in favor of the United States in any criminal proceeding brought 
by the United States under this chapter shall estop the defendant from denying the essential allegations 
of the criminal offense in any subsequent civil proceeding brought by the United States. 
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Venue and process 
18 U.S. Code § 1965. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1965 
 
(a) Any civil action or proceeding under this chapter against any person may be instituted in the district 
court of the United States for any district in which such person resides, is found, has an agent, or 
transacts his affairs. 
 
(b) In any action under section 1964 of this chapter in any district court of the United States in which it 
is shown that the ends of justice require that other parties residing in any other district be brought before 
the court, the court may cause such parties to be summoned, and process for that purpose may be served 
in any judicial district of the United States by the marshal thereof. 
 
(c) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding instituted by the United States under this chapter in the 
district court of the United States for any judicial district, subpenas issued by such court to compel the 
attendance of witnesses may be served in any other judicial district, except that in any civil action or 
proceeding no such subpena shall be issued for service upon any individual who resides in another 
district at a place more than one hundred miles from the place at which such court is held without 
approval given by a judge of such court upon a showing of good cause. 
 
(d) All other process in any action or proceeding under this chapter may be served on any person in any 
judicial district in which such person resides, is found, has an agent, or transacts his affairs. 
 

Expedition of actions 
18 U.S. Code § 1966 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1966 
 
In any civil action instituted under this chapter by the United States in any district court of the United 
States, the Attorney General may file with the clerk of such court a certificate stating that in his opinion 
the case is of general public importance. A copy of that certificate shall be furnished immediately by 
such clerk to the chief judge or in his absence to the presiding district judge of the district in which such 
action is pending. Upon receipt of such copy, such judge shall designate immediately a judge of that 
district to hear and determine action. 
 

Evidence 
18 U.S. Code § 1967 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1967 
 
In any proceeding ancillary to or in any civil action instituted by the United States under this chapter the 
proceedings may be open or closed to the public at the discretion of the court after consideration of the 
rights of affected persons. 
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Civil investigative demand 
18 U.S. Code § 1968 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1968 
 
(a) Whenever the Attorney General has reason to believe that any person or enterprise may be in 
possession, custody, or control of any documentary materials relevant to a racketeering investigation, he 
may, prior to the institution of a civil or criminal proceeding thereon, issue in writing, and cause to be 
served upon such person, a civil investigative demand requiring such person to produce such material 
for examination. 
 
(b) Each such demand shall— 
 

(1) state the nature of the conduct constituting the alleged racketeering violation which is under 
investigation and the provision of law applicable thereto; 
 
(2) describe the class or classes of documentary material produced thereunder with such definiteness 
and certainty as to permit such material to be fairly identified; 
 
(3) state that the demand is returnable forthwith or prescribe a return date which will provide a 
reasonable period of time within which the material so demanded may be assembled and made 
available for inspection and copying or reproduction; and 
 
(4) identify the custodian to whom such material shall be made available. 

 
(c) No such demand shall— 
 

(1) contain any requirement which would be held to be unreasonable if contained in a subpena duces 
tecum issued by a court of the United States in aid of a grand jury investigation of such alleged 
racketeering violation; or 
 
(2) require the production of any documentary evidence which would be privileged from disclosure 
if demanded by a subpena duces tecum issued by a court of the United States in aid of a grand jury 
investigation of such alleged racketeering violation. 

 
(d) Service of any such demand or any petition filed under this section may be made upon a person by— 
 

(1) delivering a duly executed copy thereof to any partner, executive officer, managing agent, or 
general agent thereof, or to any agent thereof authorized by appointment or by law to receive service 
of process on behalf of such person, or upon any individual person; 
 
(2) delivering a duly executed copy thereof to the principal office or place of business of the person 
to be served; or 
 
(3) depositing such copy in the United States mail, by registered or certified mail duly addressed to 
such person at its principal office or place of business. 

 
(e) A verified return by the individual serving any such demand or petition setting forth the manner of 
such service shall be prima facie proof of such service. In the case of service by registered or certified 
mail, such return shall be accompanied by the return post office receipt of delivery of such demand. 
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(f) 

(1) The Attorney General shall designate a racketeering investigator to serve as racketeer document 
custodian, and such additional rack-eteering investigators as he shall determine from time to time to 
be necessary to serve as deputies to such officer. 
 
(2) Any person upon whom any demand issued under this section has been duly served shall make 
such material available for inspection and copying or reproduction to the custodian designated 
therein at the principal place of business of such person, or at such other place as such custodian and 
such person thereafter may agree and prescribe in writing or as the court may direct, pursuant to this 
section on the return date specified in such demand, or on such later date as such custodian may 
prescribe in writing. Such person may upon written agreement between such person and the 
custodian substitute for copies of all or any part of such material originals thereof. 
 
(3) The custodian to whom any documentary material is so delivered shall take physical possession 
thereof, and shall be responsible for the use made thereof and for the return thereof pursuant to this 
chapter. The custodian may cause the preparation of such copies of such documentary material as 
may be required for official use under regulations which shall be promulgated by the Attorney 
General. While in the possession of the custodian, no material so produced shall be available for 
examination, without the consent of the person who produced such material, by any individual other 
than the Attorney General. Under such reasonable terms and conditions as the Attorney General 
shall prescribe, documentary material while in the possession of the custodian shall be available for 
examination by the person who produced such material or any duly authorized representatives of 
such person. 
 
(4) Whenever any attorney has been designated to appear on behalf of the United States before any 
court or grand jury in any case or proceeding involving any alleged violation of this chapter, the 
custodian may deliver to such attorney such documentary material in the possession of the custodian 
as such attorney determines to be required for use in the presentation of such case or proceeding on 
behalf of the United States. Upon the conclusion of any such case or proceeding, such attorney shall 
return to the custodian any documentary material so withdrawn which has not passed into the control 
of such court or grand jury through the introduction thereof into the record of such case or 
proceeding. 
 
(5) Upon the completion of— 

 
(i) the racketeering investigation for which any documentary material was produced under this 
chapter, and 
 
(ii) any case or proceeding arising from such investigation, the custodian shall return to the 
person who produced such material all such material other than copies thereof made by the 
Attorney General pursuant to this subsection which has not passed into the control of any court 
or grand jury through the introduction thereof into the record of such case or proceeding. 

 
(6) When any documentary material has been produced by any person under this section for use in 
any racketeering investigation, and no such case or proceeding arising therefrom has been instituted 
within a reasonable time after completion of the examination and analysis of all evidence assembled 
in the course of such investigation, such person shall be entitled, upon written demand made upon 
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the Attorney General, to the return of all documentary material other than copies thereof made 
pursuant to this subsection so produced by such person. 
 
(7) In the event of the death, disability, or separation from service of the custodian of any 
documentary material produced under any demand issued under this section or the official relief of 
such custodian from responsibility for the custody and control of such material, the Attorney General 
shall promptly— 

 
(i) designate another racketeering investigator to serve as custodian thereof, and 
 
(ii) transmit notice in writing to the person who produced such material as to the identity and 
address of the successor so designated. 
Any successor so designated shall have with regard to such materials all duties and 
responsibilities imposed by this section upon his predecessor in office with regard thereto, except 
that he shall not be held responsible for any default or dereliction which occurred before his 
designation as custodian. 

 
(g) Whenever any person fails to comply with any civil investigative demand duly served upon him 
under this section or whenever satisfactory copying or reproduction of any such material cannot be done 
and such person refuses to surrender such material, the Attorney General may file, in the district court of 
the United States for any judicial district in which such person resides, is found, or transacts business, 
and serve upon such person a petition for an order of such court for the enforcement of this section, 
except that if such person transacts business in more than one such district such petition shall be filed in 
the district in which such person maintains his principal place of business, or in such other district in 
which such person transacts business as may be agreed upon by the parties to such petition. 
 
(h) Within twenty days after the service of any such demand upon any person, or at any time before the 
return date specified in the demand, whichever period is shorter, such person may file, in the district 
court of the United States for the judicial district within which such person resides, is found, or transacts 
business, and serve upon such custodian a petition for an order of such court modifying or setting aside 
such demand. The time allowed for compliance with the demand in whole or in part as deemed proper 
and ordered by the court shall not run during the pendency of such petition in the court. Such petition 
shall specify each ground upon which the petitioner relies in seeking such relief, and may be based upon 
any failure of such demand to comply with the provisions of this section or upon any constitutional or 
other legal right or privilege of such person. 
 
(i) At any time during which any custodian is in custody or control of any documentary material 
delivered by any person in compliance with any such demand, such person may file, in the district court 
of the United States for the judicial district within which the office of such custodian is situated, and 
serve upon such custodian a petition for an order of such court requiring the performance by such 
custodian of any duty imposed upon him by this section. 
 
(j) Whenever any petition is filed in any district court of the United States under this section, such court 
shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the matter so presented, and to enter such order or orders as 
may be required to carry into effect the provisions of this section. 
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Principals 
(Aiding & Abetting Commission of a Crime) 

18 U.S. Code § 2 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2 

 
(a) Whoever commits an offense against the United States or aids, abets, counsels, commands, induces 
or procures its commission, is punishable as a principal. 
 
(b) Whoever willfully causes an act to be done which if directly performed by him or another would be 
an offense against the United States, is punishable as a principal. 
 
 
 

Bringing in and harboring certain aliens 
8 U.S. Code § 1324 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1324 
 
(a) Criminal penalties 
(1) 
(A) Any person who— 
 
(i) knowing that a person is an alien, brings to or attempts to bring to the United States in any manner 
whatsoever such person at a place other than a designated port of entry or place other than as designated 
by the Commissioner, regardless of whether such alien has received prior official authorization to come 
to, enter, or reside in the United States and regardless of any future official action which may be taken 
with respect to such alien; 
 
(ii) knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that an alien has come to, entered, or remains in the 
United States in violation of law, transports, or moves or attempts to transport or move such alien within 
the United States by means of transportation or otherwise, in furtherance of such violation of law; 
 
(iii) knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that an alien has come to, entered, or remains in the 
United States in violation of law, conceals, harbors, or shields from detection, or attempts to conceal, 
harbor, or shield from detection, such alien in any place, including any building or any means of 
transportation; 
 
(iv) encourages or induces an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States, knowing or in 
reckless disregard of the fact that such coming to, entry, or residence is or will be in violation of law; or 
 
(v) 
 
(I) engages in any conspiracy to commit any of the preceding acts, or 
(II) aids or abets the commission of any of the preceding acts, shall be punished as provided in 
subparagraph (B). 
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(B) A person who violates subparagraph (A) shall, for each alien in respect to whom such a violation 
occurs— 
 
(i) in the case of a violation of subparagraph (A)(i) or (v)(I) or in the case of a violation of subparagraph  
 
(A)(ii), (iii), or (iv) in which the offense was done for the purpose of commercial advantage or private 
financial gain, be fined under title 18, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both; 
 
(ii) in the case of a violation of subparagraph (A)(ii), (iii), (iv), or (v)(II), be fined under title 18, 
imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both; 
 
(iii) in the case of a violation of subparagraph (A)(i), (ii), (iii), (iv), or (v) during and in relation to which 
the person causes serious bodily injury (as defined in section 1365 of title 18) to, or places in jeopardy 
the life of, any person, be fined under title 18, imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both; and 
 
(iv) in the case of a violation of subparagraph (A)(i), (ii), (iii), (iv), or (v) resulting in the death of any 
person, be punished by death or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, fined under title 18, or both. 
 
(C) It is not a violation of clauses?[1] (ii) or (iii) of subparagraph (A), or of clause (iv) of subparagraph  
(A) except where a person encourages or induces an alien to come to or enter the United States, for a 
religious denomination having a bona fide nonprofit, religious organization in the United States, or the 
agents or officers of such denomination or organization, to encourage, invite, call, allow, or enable an 
alien who is present in the United States to perform the vocation of a minister or missionary for the 
denomination or organization in the United States as a volunteer who is not compensated as an 
employee, notwithstanding the provision of room, board, travel, medical assistance, and other basic 
living expenses, provided the minister or missionary has been a member of the denomination for at least 
one year. 
 
(2) Any person who, knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that an alien has not received prior 
official authorization to come to, enter, or reside in the United States, brings to or attempts to bring to 
the United States in any manner whatsoever, such alien, regardless of any official action which may later 
be taken with respect to such alien shall, for each alien in respect to whom a violation of this paragraph 
occurs— 
 
(A) be fined in accordance with title 18 or imprisoned not more than one year, or both; or 
 
(B) in the case of— 
 
(i) an offense committed with the intent or with reason to believe that the alien unlawfully brought into 
the United States will commit an offense against the United States or any State punishable by 
imprisonment for more than 1 year, 
 
(ii) an offense done for the purpose of commercial advantage or private financial gain, or 
 
(iii) an offense in which the alien is not upon arrival immediately brought and presented to an 
appropriate immigration officer at a designated port of entry, 
be fined under title 18 and shall be imprisoned, in the case of a first or second violation of subparagraph  
(B)(iii), not more than 10 years, in the case of a first or second violation of subparagraph (B)(i) or  
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(B)(ii), not less than 3 nor more than 10 years, and for any other violation, not less than 5 nor more than 
15 years. 
 
(3) 
 
(A) Any person who, during any 12-month period, knowingly hires for employment at least 10 
individuals with actual knowledge that the individuals are aliens described in subparagraph (B) shall be 
fined under title 18 or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both. 
 
(B) An alien described in this subparagraph is an alien who— 
 
(i) is an unauthorized alien (as defined in section 1324a(h)(3) of this title), and 
(ii) has been brought into the United States in violation of this subsection. 
 
(4) In the case of a person who has brought aliens into the United States in violation of this subsection, 
the sentence otherwise provided for may be increased by up to 10 years if— 
 
(A) the offense was part of an ongoing commercial organization or enterprise; 
 
(B) aliens were transported in groups of 10 or more; and 
 
(C) 
 
(i) aliens were transported in a manner that endangered their lives; or 
(ii) the aliens presented a life-threatening health risk to people in the United States. 
(b) Seizure and forfeiture 
 
(1) In general 
 
Any conveyance, including any vessel, vehicle, or aircraft, that has been or is being used in the 
commission of a violation of subsection (a), the gross proceeds of such violation, and any property 
traceable to such conveyance or proceeds, shall be seized and subject to forfeiture. 
 
(2) Applicable procedures 
 
Seizures and forfeitures under this subsection shall be governed by the provisions of chapter 46 of title 
18 relating to civil forfeitures, including section 981(d) of such title, except that such duties as are 
imposed upon the Secretary of the Treasury under the customs laws described in that section shall be 
performed by such officers, agents, and other persons as may be designated for that purpose by the 
Attorney General. 
 
(3) Prima facie evidence in determinations of violations In determining whether a violation of subsection 
(a) has occurred, any of the following shall be prima facie evidence that an alien involved in the alleged 
violation had not received prior official authorization to come to, enter, or reside in the United States or 
that such alien had come to, entered, or remained in the United States in violation of law: 
 
(A)  Records of any judicial or administrative proceeding in which that alien’s status was an issue and in 
which it was determined that the alien had not received prior official authorization to come to, enter, or 
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reside in the United States or that such alien had come to, entered, or remained in the United States in 
violation of law. 
 
(B) Official records of the Service or of the Department of State showing that the alien had not received 
prior official authorization to come to, enter, or reside in the United States or that such alien had come 
to, entered, or remained in the United States in violation of law. 
 
(C) Testimony, by an immigration officer having personal knowledge of the facts concerning that alien’s 
status, that the alien had not received prior official authorization to come to, enter, or reside in the 
United States or that such alien had come to, entered, or remained in the United States in violation of 
law. 
 
(c) Authority to arrest 
 
No officer or person shall have authority to make any arrests for a violation of any provision of this 
section except officers and employees of the Service designated by the Attorney General, either 
individually or as a member of a class, and all other officers whose duty it is to enforce criminal laws. 
 
(d) Admissibility of videotaped witness testimony 
 
Notwithstanding any provision of the Federal Rules of Evidence, the videotaped (or otherwise 
audiovisually preserved) deposition of a witness to a violation of subsection (a) who has been deported 
or otherwise expelled from the United States, or is otherwise unable to testify, may be admitted into 
evidence in an action brought for that violation if the witness was available for cross examination and 
the deposition otherwise complies with the Federal Rules of Evidence. 
 
(e) Outreach program 
 
The Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
State, as appropriate, shall develop and implement an outreach program to educate the public in the 
United States and abroad about the penalties for bringing in and harboring aliens in violation of this 
section. 

 
Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

Section 3 
 
No Person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, 
or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously 
taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any 
State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the 
United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 
to the enemies thereof. 
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Violating your Oath of Office is a Federal Crime! 
 

All public office holders, law enforcement officers and military personnel swear an 
oath of office to uphold the Constitution of the United States. 

 
Federal law regulating oath of office by government officials is divided into four parts along with an 
executive order which further defines the law for purposes of enforcement. 5 U.S.C. 3331, provides the 
text of the actual oath of office members of Congress are required to take before assuming office. 5 
U.S.C. 3333 requires members of Congress sign an affidavit that they have taken the oath of office 
required by 5 U.S.C. 3331 and have not or will not violate that oath of office during their tenure of 
office as defined by the third part of the law, 5 U.S.C. 7311 which explicitly makes it a federal criminal 
offense (and a violation of oath of office) for anyone employed in the United States Government 
(including members of Congress) to “advocate the overthrow of our constitutional form of government”. 
The fourth federal law, 18 U.S.C. 1918 provides penalties for violation of oath office described in 5 
U.S.C. 7311 which include: (1) removal from office and; (2) confinement or a fine. 
 

All Public Servants Must Go On The Record! 
- Text, Voice, or Video - 

We Must Make Them Immediately and Formally State Their Positions! 
 
We must demand that ALL of Our Public Servants formally assert their positions regarding the Federal 
and State seizures of more and more of our Constitutional Rights as well as the Many Other Violations 
of U.S. Law currently taking place that are being facilitated by government and non-government entities 
throughout our Republic. 
 

All Public Servants must be in FULL COMPLIANCE 
to both State and U.S. Constitutions! 

 
 



The Nuremberg Code (1947)
- Permissible Medical Experiments -

The great weight of the evidence before us to effect that certain types of medical experiments 
on human beings, when kept within reasonably well-defined bounds, conform to the ethics 
of the medical profession generally. The protagonists of the practice of human 
experimentation justify their views on the basis that such experiments yield results for the 
good of society that are unprocurable by other methods or means of study. All agree, 
however, that certain basic principles must be observed in order to satisfy moral, ethical 
and legal concepts:

1. The voluntary consent of the human subject is absolutely essential. This means that the person 
involved should have legal capacity to give consent; should be so situated as to be able to 
exercise free power of choice, without the intervention of any element of force, fraud, deceit, 
duress, overreaching, or other ulterior form of constraint or coercion; and should have sufficient 
knowledge and comprehension of the elements of the subject matter involved as to enable him to 
make an understanding and enlightened decision. This latter element requires that before the 
acceptance of an affirmative decision by the experimental subject there should be made known to 
him the nature, duration, and purpose of the experiment; the method and means by which it is to 
be conducted; all inconveniences and hazards reasonably to be expected; and the effects upon 
his health or person which may possibly come from his participation in the experiment. The duty 
and responsibility for ascertaining the quality of the consent rests upon each individual who 
initiates, directs, or engages in the experiment. It is a personal duty and responsibility which may 
not be delegated to another with impunity.

2. The experiment should be such as to yield fruitful results for the good of society, unprocurable by 
other methods or means of study, and not random and unnecessary in nature.

3. The experiment should be so designed and based on the results of animal experimentation and a 
knowledge of the natural history of the disease or other problem under study that the anticipated 
results justify the performance of the experiment.

4. The experiment should be so conducted as to avoid all unnecessary physical and mental suffering 
and injury.

5. No experiment should be conducted where there is an a priori reason to believe that death or 
disabling injury will occur; except, perhaps, in those experiments where the experimental 
physicians also serve as subjects.

6. The degree of risk to be taken should never exceed that determined by the humanitarian 
importance of the problem to be solved by the experiment.

7. Proper preparations should be made and adequate facilities provided to protect the experimental 
subject against even remote possibilities of injury, disability or death.

8. The experiment should be conducted only by scientifically qualified persons. The highest degree 
of skill and care should be required through all stages of the experiment of those who conduct or 
engage in the experiment.

9. During the course of the experiment the human subject should be at liberty to bring the 
experiment to an end if he has reached the physical or mental state where continuation of the 
experiment seems to him to be impossible.

10.During the course of the experiment the scientist in charge must be prepared to terminate the 
experiment at any stage, if he has probable cause to believe, in the exercise of the good faith, 
superior skill and careful judgment required of him, that a continuation of the experiment is likely 
to result in injury, disability, or death to the experimental subject.
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Declaration of Independence 

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the 
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,—That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation 
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it 
is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future 
security.—Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history 
of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all 
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To 
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the 
public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; 
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of 
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the 
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 
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He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and 
distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of 
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly 
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the 
People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to 
all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose 
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to 
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations 
of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and 
the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to 
harrass our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of 
our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil 
power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of 
pretended Legislation: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
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For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: For depriving us in many cases, of 
the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to 
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute 
rule into these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with 
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and 
waging War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of 
Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy of the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear 
Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and 
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble 
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince 
whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a free people. Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. 
We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our 
emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow 
these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. 
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They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold 
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all 
other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of 
this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

[The 56 signatures on the Declaration were arranged in six columns:] 

[Column 1] 

Georgia: 
Button Gwinnett 
Lyman Hall 
George Walton 

[Column 2] 

North Carolina: 
William Hooper 
Joseph Hewes 
John Penn 

South Carolina: 
Edward Rutledge 
Thomas Heyward, Jr. 
Thomas Lynch, Jr. 
Arthur Middleton 

[Column 3] 

Massachusetts: 
John Hancock 
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Maryland: 
Samuel Chase 
William Paca 
Thomas Stone 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton 

Virginia: 
George Wythe 
Richard Henry Lee 
Thomas Jefferson 
Benjamin Harrison 
Thomas Nelson, Jr. 
Francis Lightfoot Lee 
Carter Braxton 

[Column 4] 

Pennsylvania: 
Robert Morris 
Benjamin Rush 
Benjamin Franklin 
John Morton 
George Clymer 
James Smith 
George Taylor 
James Wilson 
George Ross 

Delaware: 
Caesar Rodney 
George Read 
Thomas McKean 

[Column 5] 

New York: 
William Floyd 
Philip Livingston 
Francis Lewis 
Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: 
Richard Stockton 
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John Witherspoon 
Francis Hopkinson 
John Hart 
Abraham Clark 

[Column 6] 

New Hampshire: 
Josiah Bartlett 
William Whipple 

Massachusetts: 
Samuel Adams 
John Adams 
Robert Treat Paine 
Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: 
Stephen Hopkins 
William Ellery 

Connecticut: 
Roger Sherman 
Samuel Huntington 
William Williams 
Oliver Wolcott 

New Hampshire: 
Matthew Thornton 
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SECTION 5: 
 

 
OUR ONE LEGAL U.S. CONSTITUTION 

 
 

 
THE CONSTITUTION FOR 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
 

Including 
The Amendments to the Constitution For the 

United States as Ratified by the States 
which includes the Bill of Rights 

(Full – With signatories) 
 
 

And 
 
 

Why it’s The Law Based on God and Nature’s Laws 
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Constitution for the United States of America 
 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

 
Article. I. 

Section. 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the 
United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section. 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every 
second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have 
the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State 
Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty-five 
Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which 
may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to 
Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other 
Persons [Modified by Amendment XIV]. The actual Enumeration shall be made within 
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number 
of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall 
have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of 
New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and 
Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, 
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five,South 
Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority 
thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have 
the sole Power of Impeachment. 
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Section. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each 
State, chosen by the Legislature thereof [Modified by Amendment XVII], for six Years; 
and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall 
be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first 
Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the 
Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so 
that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, 
or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may 
make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then 
fill such Vacancies [Modified by Amendment XVII]. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and 
been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an 
Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no 
Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the 
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the 
United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that 
Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is 
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the 
Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, 
and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the 
United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to 
Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

Section. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and 
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places 
of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the 
first Monday in December [Modified by Amendment XX], unless they shall by Law 
appoint a different Day. 
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Section. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of 
its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a 
smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 
Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House 
may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for 
disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the 
same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and 
Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of 
those Present, be entered on the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses 
shall be sitting. 

Section. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their 
Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. 
They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged 
from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in 
going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they 
shall not be questioned in any other Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have 
been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and 
no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House 
during his Continuance in Office. 

Section. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; 
but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, 
before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States: If he approves 
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it 
shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed 
to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass 
the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 
Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and 
Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the 
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Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President 
within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same 
shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their 
Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be 
presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, 
shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations 
prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

Section. 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and 
Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defense and general Welfare of the 
United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the 
Indian Tribes; 

To establish a uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of 
Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of 
Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the 
United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 
Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences 
against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning 
Captures on Land and Water; 
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To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a 
longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 
Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such 
Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the 
States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the 
Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not 
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance 
of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like 
Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in 
which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and 
other needful Buildings; — And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

Section. 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now 
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such 
Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases 
of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or 
Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of 
one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged 
to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 
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No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made 
by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all 
public Money shall be published from time to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any 
Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of 
any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or 
foreign State. 

Section. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters 
of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and 
silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, 
or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports 
or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws; 
and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, 
shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be 
subject to the Revision and 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, 
or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another 
State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such 
imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. 

Article. II. 
Section. 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of 
America. 

He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice 
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number 
of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State 
may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an 
Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of 
whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they 
shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which 
List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in 
the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and 
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the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be 
the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; 
and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of 
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them 
for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the 
said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the 
Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; a 
quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the 
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after 
the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the 
Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have 
equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President [Modified by 
Amendment XII]. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which 
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of 
the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall 
any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five 
Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or 
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on 
the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, 
Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what 
Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the 
Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected [Modified by Amendment XXV]. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall 
neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been 
elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United 
States, or any of them. 

Before he enters on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 
Affirmation: — "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office 
of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United States." 

Section. 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the 
United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service 
of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in 
each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their 
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respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences 
against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United 
States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 
established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior 
Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads 
of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess 
of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next 
Session. 

Section. 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the 
Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary 
and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of 
them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of 
Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive 
Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully 
executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. 

Section. 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall 
be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or 
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

Article. III. 
Section. 1. The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme Court, 
and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. 
The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good 
Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation, which 
shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

Section. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under 
this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under their Authority; — to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls; — to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; — to 
Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party; — to Controversies between 
two or more States; — between a State and Citizens of another State [Modified by 
Amendment XI]; — between Citizens of different States; — between Citizens of the same 
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State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens 
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in 
which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the 
other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as 
to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall 
make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial 
shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not 
committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may 
by Law have directed. 

Section. 3. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying War against 
them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be 
convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or 
on Confession in open Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of 
Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the 
Person attainted. 

Article. IV. 
Section. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, 
and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws 
prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and 
the Effect thereof. 

Section. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of 
Citizens in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from 
Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the 
State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction 
of the Crime. 

No Person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from 
such Service or Labor, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such 
Service or Labor may be due [Modified by Amendment XIII]. 
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Section. 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State 
shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be 
formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of 
the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations 
respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or 
of any particular State. 

Section. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican 
Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application 
of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened), against 
domestic Violence. 

Article. V. 
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds 
of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either 
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the 
Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One 
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in 
the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be 
deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

 
Article. VI. 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under 
the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance 
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United 
States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound 
thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary 
notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the 
several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 
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religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under 
the United States. 

Article. VII. 
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the 
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 

Attest William Jackson 
Secretary 

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day 
of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We 
have hereunto subscribed our Names, 

Go. WASHINGTON — Presidt. 
and deputy from Virginia 

New Hampshire { 
JOHN LANGDON 
NICHOLAS GILMAN 

Massachusetts { 
NATHANIEL GORHAM 
RUFUS KING 

Connecticut { 
WM. SAML. JOHNSON 
ROGER SHERMAN 

New York . . . . 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

New Jersey { 
WIL: LIVINGSTON 
DAVID BREARLEY. 
WM. PATERSON. 
JONA: DAYTON 

Pennsylvania { 
B FRANKLIN 
THOMAS MIFFLIN 
ROBT MORRIS 
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GEO. CLYMER 
THOS. FITZ SIMONS 
JARED INGERSOLL 
JAMES WILSON 
GOUV MORRIS 

Delaware { 
GEO: READ 
GUNNING BEDFORD jun 
JOHN DICKINSON 
RICHARD BASSETT 
JACO: BROOM 

Maryland { 
JAMES MCHENRY 
DAN OF ST THOS. JENIFER 
DANL CARROLL 

Virginia { 
JOHN BLAIR 
JAMES MADISON 

North Carolina { 
WM. BLOUNT 
RICHD. DOBBS SPAIGHT 
HU WILLIAMSON 
J. RUTLEDGE 

South Carolina { 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY 
CHARLES PINCKNEY 
PIERCE BUTLER 

Georgia { 
WILLIAM FEW 
ABR BALDWIN 

In Convention Monday, September 17th, 1787. 
Present 

The States of 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, MR. Hamilton from New York, New 
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Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia. 

Resolved, 

That the preceding Constitution be laid before the United States in Congress assembled, 
and that it is the Opinion of this Convention, that it should afterwards be submitted to a 
Convention of Delegates, chosen in each State by the People thereof, under the 
Recommendation of its Legislature, for their Assent and Ratification; and that each 
Convention assenting to, and ratifying the Same, should give Notice thereof to the United 
States in Congress assembled. Resolved, that it is the Opinion of this Convention, that as 
soon as the Conventions of nine States shall have ratified this Constitution, the United 
States in Congress assembled should fix a Day on which Electors should be appointed by 
the States which have ratified the same, and a Day on which the Electors should assemble 
to vote for the President, and the Time and Place for commencing Proceedings under this 
Constitution. That after such Publication the Electors should be appointed, and the 
Senators and Representatives elected: That the Electors should meet on the Day fixed for 
the Election of the President, and should transmit their Votes certified, signed, sealed and 
directed, as the Constitution requires, to the Secretary of the United States in Congress 
assembled, that the Senators and Representatives should convene at the Time and Place 
assigned; that the Senators should appoint a President of the Senate, for the sole purpose 
of receiving, opening and counting the Votes for President; and, that after he shall be 
chosen, the Congress, together with the President, should, without Delay, proceed to 
execute this Constitution. 

By the Unanimous Order of the Convention 
Go. WASHINGTON — Presidt. 
W. JACKSON Secretary. 
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The Bill of Rights 
(NOTE: These are the first ten amendments to the Constitution – These are Rights that are 

RECOGNIZED BY GOD—and NOT GRANTED to the American People) 
 
The conventions of a number of the States having at the time of their adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its 
powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added. 

 
Article the first [Not Ratified] 

After the first enumeration required by the first article of the Constitution, there shall be 
one Representative for every thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to one 
hundred, after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall be 
not less than one hundred Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every 
forty thousand persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to two hundred; 
after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less 
than two hundred Representatives, nor more than one Representative for every fifty 
thousand persons. 

 
Article the second [Amendment XXVII - Ratified 1992] 

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, 
shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened. 

 
Article the third [Amendment I] 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 

Article the fourth [Amendment II] 
A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

 
Article the fifth [Amendment III] 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the 
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

 
Article the sixth [Amendment IV] 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
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upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

 
Article the seventh [Amendment V] 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken 
for public use, without just compensation. 

 
Article the eighth [Amendment VI] 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance 
of Counsel for his defense. 

 
Article the ninth [Amendment VII] 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 
reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 

 
Article the tenth [Amendment VIII] 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted. 

 
Article the eleventh [Amendment IX] 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people. 

 
Article the twelfth [Amendment X] 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 
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- Additional Amendments to the Constitution - 
ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of, the Constitution of the United States of 
America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, 
pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution. 

 
[Article. XI.] 

[Proposed 1794; Ratified 1798] 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law 
or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of 
another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State. 

 
[Article. XII.] 

[Proposed 1803; Ratified 1804] 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and 
Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with 
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in 
distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of 
all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of 
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to 
the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; — 
The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; — The 
person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have 
such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on 
the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose 
immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be 
taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this 
purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a 
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of 
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve 
upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall 
act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the 
President. — The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be 
the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors 
appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the 
list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of 



Section-5 - Our ONE Legal U.S. Constitution-Complete - 18 of 27 

two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be 
necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 
shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

[Contested Article.] 

[Proposed 1810; Probably Ratified 1819] 

If any Citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, receive or retain any Title of 
Nobility or Honour, or shall, without the Consent of Congress, accept and retain any 
present, Pension, Office or Emolument of any kind whatever, from any Emperor, King, 
Prince or foreign Power, such Person shall cease to be a Citizen of the United States, and 
shall be incapable of holding any Office of Trust or Profit under them, or either of them. 

[Unratified Article.] 

[Proposed 1861; Signed by President Lincoln; Unratified] 

Article Thirteen. 

No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress 
the power to abolish or interfere, within any State, with the domestic institutions thereof, 
including that of persons held to labor or service by the laws of said State. 

Article. XIII. 

[Proposed 1865; Ratified 1865] 

Section. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or 
any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Article. XIV. 

[Proposed 1866; Ratified Under Duress 1868] 

Section. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. 
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities 
of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws. 
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Section. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to 
their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding 
Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for 
President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 
denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and 
citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, 
or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which 
the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-
one years of age in such State. 

Section. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 
President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, 
or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as 
an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive 
or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such 
disability. 

Section. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing 
insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any 
State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all 
such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

Section. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 

Article. XV. 

[Proposed 1869; Ratified 1870] 

Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

Article. XVI. 
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[Proposed 1909; Questionably Ratified 1913] 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source 
derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any 
census or enumeration. 

[Article. XVII.] 

[Proposed 1912; Ratified 1913; Possibly Unconstitutional (See Article V, Clause 3 of 
the Constitution)] 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, 
elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The 
electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most 
numerous branch of the State legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive 
authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That 
the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary 
appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator 
chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution. 

Article. [XVIII.] 

[Proposed 1917; Ratified 1919; Repealed 1933 (See Amendment XXI, Section 1)] 

Section. 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the 
exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 

Section. 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 

Section. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the 
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by 
the Congress. 

Article. [XIX.] 

[Proposed 1919; Ratified 1920] 
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The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

[Unratified Article.] 

[Proposed 1926; Unratified] 

Article — 

Section. 1. The Congress shall have power to limit, regulate, and prohibit the labor of 
persons under eighteen years of age. 

Section. 2. The power of the several States is unimpaired by this article except that the 
operation of State laws shall be suspended to the extent necessary to give effect to 
legislation enacted by the Congress. 

Article. [XX.] 

[Proposed 1932; Ratified 1933] 

Section. 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th 
day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of 
January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been 
ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting 
shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different 
day. 

Section. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the 
President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a 
President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, 
or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act 
as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide 
for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have 
qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to 
act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice 
President shall have qualified. 

Section. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the 
persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the 
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right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the 
persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice 
shall have devolved upon them. 

Section. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the 
ratification of this article. 

Section. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 
within seven years from the date of its submission. 

Article. [XXI.] 

[Proposed 1933; Ratified 1933] 

Section. 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is 
hereby repealed. 

Section. 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the 
United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws 
thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

Section. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the 
Constitution, withinseven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the 
Congress. 

Article. [XXII.] 

[Proposed 1947; Ratified 1951] 

Section. 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and 
no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two 
years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the 
office of the President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person 
holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall 
not prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, 
during the term within which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of 
President or acting as President during the remainder of such term. 

Section. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 
within seven years from the date of its submission to the States by the Congress. 
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Article. [XXIII.] 

[Proposed 1960; Ratified 1961] 

Section. 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall 
appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were 
a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to 
those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election 
of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in 
the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

Article. [XXIV.] 

[Proposed 1962; Ratified 1964] 

Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other 
election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for 
Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

Article. [XXV.] 

[Proposed 1965; Ratified 1967] 

Section. 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or 
resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 

Section. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President 
shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority 
vote of both Houses of Congress. 

Section. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable 
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written 
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declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice 
President as Acting President. 

Section. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of 
the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, 
transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers 
and duties of the office as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability 
exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a 
majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or of such other body 
as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration 
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon 
Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not 
in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written 
declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twentyone days after Congress is 
required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue 
to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the 
powers and duties of his office. 

Article. [XXVI.] 

[Proposed 1971; Ratified 1971] 

Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or 
older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of age. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

[Inoperative Article.] 

[Proposed 1972; Expired Unratified 1982] 

Article — 
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Section. 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 

Section. 3. This amendment shall take effect two years after the date of ratification. 

[Inoperative Article.] 

[Proposed 1978; Expired Unratified 1985] 

Article — 

Section. 1. For purposes of representation in the Congress, election of the President and 
Vice President, and article V of this Constitution, the District constituting the seat of 
government of the United States shall be treated as though it were a State. 

Section. 2. The exercise of the rights and powers conferred under this article shall be by 
the people of the District constituting the seat of government, and as shall be provided by 
the Congress. 

Section. 3. The twenty-third article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
is hereby repealed. 

Section. 4. This article shall be inoperative, unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 
within seven years from the date of its submission. 

Article. [XXVII.] 

[Proposed 1789; Ratified 1992; Second of twelve Articles comprising the Bill of Rights] 

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take 
effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened. 

 



Section-5 - Our ONE Legal U.S. Constitution-Complete - 26 of 27 

 
 

Natural Law: The Ultimate Source of Constitutional Law 
 
"Man ... must necessarily be subject to the laws of his Creator.. This will of his Maker is called the 
law of nature.... This law of nature...is of course superior to any other.... No human laws are of any 
validity, if contrary to this: and such of them as are valid derive all their force...from this original." - 
Sir William Blackstone (Eminent English Jurist)  
 
The Founders DID NOT establish the Constitution for the purpose of granting rights. Rather, they 
established this government of laws (not a government of men) in order to secure each person's 
Creator- endowed rights to life, liberty, and property. Only in America, did a nation's founders 
recognize that rights, though endowed by the Creator as unalienable prerogatives, would not be 
sustained in society unless they were protected under a code of law which was itself in harmony with 
a higher law. They called it "natural law," or "Nature's law." Such law is the ultimate source and 
established limit for all of man's laws and is intended to protect each of these natural rights for all of 
mankind. The Declaration of Independence of 1776 established the premise that in America a people 
might assume the station "to which the laws of Nature and Nature's God entitle them.." Herein lay the 
security for men's individual rights - an immut-able code of law, sanctioned by the Creator of man's 
rights, and designed to promote, preserve, and protect him and his fellows in the enjoyment of their 
rights. They believed that such natural law, revealed to man through his reason, was capable of being 
understood by both the plowman and the professor. Sir William Blackstone, whose writings trained 
American's lawyers for its first century, capsulized such reasoning: 
 
"For as God, when he created matter, and endued it with a principle of mobility, established certain 
rules for the...direction of that motion; so, when he created man, and endued him with freewill to 
conduct himself in all parts of life, he laid down certain immutable laws of human nature, whereby 
that freewill is in some degree regulated and restrained, and gave him also the faculty of reason to 
discover the purport of those laws." 
 
What are those natural laws? Blackstone continued: 
 
"Such among others are these principles: that we should live honestly, should hurt nobody, and 
should render to every one his due.." 
 
The Founders saw these as moral duties between individuals. Thomas Jefferson wrote: 
 
"Man has been subjected by his Creator to the moral law, of which his feelings, or conscience as it is 
sometimes called, are the evidence with which his Creator has furnished him .... The moral duties 
which exist between individual and individual in a state of nature, accompany them into a state of 
society. their Maker not having released them from those duties on their forming themselves into a 
nation." 
 
Americas leaders of 1787 had studied Cicero, Polybius, Coke, Locke, Montesquieu, and Blackstone, 
among others, as well as the history of the rise and fall of governments, and they recognized these 
underlying principles of law as those of the Decalogue, the Golden Rule, and the deepest thought of 
the ages. An example of the harmony of natural law and natural rights is Blackstone's "that we should 
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live honestly" - otherwise known as "thou shalt not steal" - whose corresponding natural right is that 
of individual freedom to acquire and own, through honest initiative, private property. In the Founders' 
view, this law and this right were unalterable and of a higher order than any written law of man. 
Thus, the Constitution confirmed the law and secured the right and bound both individuals and their 
representatives in government to a moral code which did not permit either to take the earnings of 
another without his consent. Under this code, individuals could not band together and do, through 
government's coercive power, that which was not lawful between individuals. 
 
America's Constitution is the culmination of the best reasoning of men of all time and is based on the 
most profound and beneficial values mankind has been able to fathom. It is, as William E. Gladstone 
observed, "The Most Wonderful Work Ever Struck Off At A Given Time By the Brain And Purpose 
Of Man." 
We should dedicate ourselves to rediscovering and preserving an understanding of our Constitution's 
basis in natural law for the protec-tion of natural rights - principles which have provided American 
citizens with more protection for individual rights, while guaranteeing more freedom, than any people 
on earth. 
 
"The end of law is not to abolish or restrain, but to preserve and enlarge freedom."-John Locke 
 
Footnote: Our Ageless Constitution, W. David Stedman & La Vaughn G. Lewis, Editors (Asheboro, 
NC, W. David Stedman Associates, 1987) Part III:  ISBN 0-937047-01-5 
 

National Center for Constitutional Studies 
https://nccs.net/blogs/our-ageless-constitution/natural-law-the-ultimate-source-of-constitutional-law 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Galatians Chapter 5, Verse 1 
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 

wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.” 
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Thomas Jefferson and 
The Kentucky Resolution of 1798 

 
1. Resolved, That the several States composing, the United States of America, are not united on the 
principle of unlimited submission to their general government; but that, by a compact under the style 
and title of a Constitution for the United States, and of amendments thereto, they constituted a 
general government for special purposes — delegated to that government certain definite powers, 
reserving, each State to itself, the residuary mass of right to their own self-government; and that 
whensoever the general government assumes undelegated powers, its acts are unauthoritative, void, 
and of no force: that to this compact each State acceded as a State, and is an integral part, its co-
States forming, as to itself, the other party: that the government created by this compact was not made 
the exclusive or final judge of the extent of the powers delegated to itself; since that would have 
made its discretion, and not the Constitution, the measure of its powers; but that, as in all other cases 
of compact among powers having no common judge, each party has an equal right to judge for itself, 
as well of infractions as of the mode and measure of redress. 
 
2. Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States, having delegated to Congress a power to 
punish treason, counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United States, piracies, and 
felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses against the law of nations, and no other crimes, 
whatsoever; and it being true as a general principle, and one of the amendments to the Constitution 
having also declared, that “the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, not 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people,” therefore the 
act of Congress, passed on the 14th day of July, 1798, and intituled “An Act in addition to the act 
intituled An Act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United States,” as also the act 
passed by them on the — day of June, 1798, intituled “An Act to punish frauds committed on the 
bank of the United States,” (and all their other acts which assume to create, define, or punish crimes, 
other than those so enumerated in the Constitution,) are altogether void, and of no force; and that the 
power to create, define, and punish such other crimes is reserved, and, of right, appertains solely and 
exclusively to the respective States, each within its own territory. 
 
3. Resolved, That it is true as a general principle, and is also expressly declared by one of the 
amendments to the Constitutions, that “the powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, our prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people”; and that no power over the freedom of religion, freedom of speech, or freedom of the press 
being delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, all lawful 
powers respecting the same did of right remain, and were reserved to the States or the people: that 
thus was manifested their determination to retain to themselves the right of judging how far the 
licentiousness of speech and of the press may be abridged without lessening their useful freedom, and 
how far those abuses which cannot be separated from their use should be tolerated, rather than the use 
be destroyed. And thus also they guarded against all abridgment by the United States of the freedom 
of religious opinions and exercises, and retained to themselves the right of protecting the same, as 
this State, by a law passed on the general demand of its citizens, had already protected them from all 
human restraint or interference. And that in addition to this general principle and express declaration, 
another and more special provision has been made by one of the amendments to the Constitution, 
which expressly declares, that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press”: thereby 
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guarding in the same sentence, and under the same words, the freedom of religion, of speech, and of 
the press: insomuch, that whatever violated either, throws down the sanctuary which covers the 
others, arid that libels, falsehood, and defamation, equally with heresy and false religion, are withheld 
from the cognizance of federal tribunals. That, therefore, the act of Congress of the United States, 
passed on the 14th day of July, 1798, intituled “An Act in addition to the act intituled An Act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States,” which does abridge the freedom of the press, 
is not law, but is altogether void, and of no force. 
 
4. Resolved, That alien friends are under the jurisdiction and protection of the laws of the State 
wherein they are: that no power over them has been delegated to the United States, nor prohibited to 
the individual States, distinct from their power over citizens. And it being true as a general principle, 
and one of the amendments to the Constitution having also declared, that “the powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people," the act of the Congress of the United States, passed on the — day of 
July, 1798, intituled “An Act concerning aliens,” which assumes powers over alien friends, not 
delegated by the Constitution, is not law, but is altogether void, and of no force. 
 
5. Resolved. That in addition to the general principle, as well as the express declaration, that powers 
not delegated are reserved, another and more special provision, inserted in the Constitution from 
abundant caution, has declared that “the migration or importation of such persons as any of the States 
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 
1808” that this commonwealth does admit the migration of alien friends, described as the subject of 
the said act concerning aliens: that a provision against prohibiting their migration, is a provision 
against all acts equivalent thereto, or it would be nugatory: that to remove them when migrated, is 
equivalent to a prohibition of their migration, and is, therefore, contrary to the said provision of the 
Constitution, and void. 
 
6. Resolved, That the imprisonment of a person under the protection of the laws of this 
commonwealth, on his failure to obey the simple order of the President to depart out of the United 
States, as is undertaken by said act intituled “An Act concerning aliens” is contrary to the 
Constitution, one amendment to which has provided that “no person shalt be deprived of liberty 
without due progress of law”; and that another having provided that “in all criminal prosecutions the 
accused shall enjoy the right to public trial by an impartial jury, to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense;” the same 
act, undertaking to authorize the President to remove a person out of the United States, who is under 
the protection of the law, on his own suspicion, without accusation, without jury, without public trial, 
without confrontation of the witnesses against him, without heating witnesses in his favor, without 
defense, without counsel, is contrary to the provision also of the Constitution, is therefore not law, 
but utterly void, and of no force: that transferring the power of judging any person, who is under the 
protection of the laws from the courts, to the President of the United States, as is undertaken by the 
same act concerning aliens, is against the article of the Constitution which provides that “the judicial 
power of the United States shall be vested in courts, the judges of which shall hold their offices 
during good behavior”; and that the said act is void for that reason also. And it is further to be noted, 
that this transfer of judiciary power is to that magistrate of the general government who already 
possesses all the Executive, and a negative on all Legislative powers. 
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7. Resolved, That the construction applied by the General Government (as is evidenced by sundry of 
their proceedings) to those parts of the Constitution of the United States which delegate to Congress a 
power “to lay and collect taxes, duties, imports, and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for the 
common defense and general welfare of the United States,” and “to make all laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into execution, the powers vested by the Constitution in the 
government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof,” goes to the destruction of 
all limits prescribed to their powers by the Constitution: that words meant by the instrument to be 
subsidiary only to the execution of limited powers, ought not to be so construed as themselves to give 
unlimited powers, nor a part to be so taken as to destroy the whole residue of that instrument: that the 
proceedings of the General Government under color of these articles, will be a fit and necessary 
subject of revisal and correction, at a time of greater tranquillity, while those specified in the 
preceding resolutions call for immediate redress. 
 
8th. Resolved, That a committee of conference and correspondence be appointed, who shall have in 
charge to communicate the preceding resolutions to the Legislatures of the several States: to assure 
them that this commonwealth continues in the same esteem of their friendship and union which it has 
manifested from that moment at which a common danger first suggested a common union: that it 
considers union, for specified national purposes, and particularly to those specified in their late 
federal compact, to be friendly, to the peace, happiness and prosperity of all the States: that faithful to 
that compact, according to the plain intent and meaning in which it was understood and acceded to by 
the several parties, it is sincerely anxious for its preservation: that it does also believe, that to take 
from the States all the powers of self-government and transfer them to a general and consolidated 
government, without regard to the special delegations and reservations solemnly agreed to in that 
compact, is not for the peace, happiness or prosperity of these States; and that therefore this 
commonwealth is determined, as it doubts not its co-States are, to submit to undelegated, and 
consequently unlimited powers in no man, or body of men on earth: that in cases of an abuse of the 
delegated powers, the members of the general government, being chosen by the people, a change by 
the people would be the constitutional remedy; but, where powers are assumed which have not been 
delegated, a nullification of the act is the rightful remedy: that every State has a natural right in cases 
not within the compact, (casus non foederis) to nullify of their own authority all assumptions of 
power by others within their limits: that without this right, they would be under the dominion, 
absolute and unlimited, of whosoever might exercise this right of judgment for them: that 
nevertheless, this commonwealth, from motives of regard and respect for its co States, has wished to 
communicate with them on the subject: that with them alone it is proper to communicate, they alone 
being parties to the compact, and solely authorized to judge in the last resort of the powers exercised 
under it, Congress being not a party, but merely the creature of the compact, and subject as to its 
assumptions of power to the final judgment of those by whom, and for whose use itself and its 
powers were all created and modified: that if the acts before specified should stand, these conclusions 
would flow from them; that the general government may place any act they think proper on the list of 
crimes and punish it themselves whether enumerated or not enumerated by the constitution as 
cognizable by them: that they may transfer its cognizance to the President, or any other person, who 
may himself be the accuser, counsel, judge and jury, whose suspicions may be the evidence, his order 
the sentence, his officer the executioner, and his breast the sole record of the transaction: that a very 
numerous and valuable description of the inhabitants of these States being, by this precedent, 
reduced, as outlaws, to the absolute dominion of one man, and the barrier of the Constitution thus 
swept away from us all, no ramparts now remains against the passions and the powers of a majority 
in Congress to protect from a like exportation, or other more grievous punishment, the minority of the 
same body, the legislatures, judges, governors and counsellors of the States, nor their other peaceable 
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inhabitants, who may venture to reclaim the constitutional rights and liberties of the States and 
people, or who for other causes, good or bad, may be obnoxious to the views, or marked by the 
suspicions of the President, or be thought dangerous to his or their election, or other interests, public 
or personal; that the friendless alien has indeed been selected as the safest subject of a first 
experiment; but the citizen will soon follow, or rather, has already followed, for already has a sedition 
act marked him as its prey: that these and successive acts of the same character, unless arrested at the 
threshold, necessarily drive these States into revolution and blood and will furnish new calumnies 
against republican government, and new pretexts for those who wish it to be believed that man cannot 
be governed but by a rod of iron: that it would be a dangerous delusion were a confidence in the men 
of our choice to silence our fears for the safety of our rights: that confidence is everywhere the parent 
of despotism — free government is founded in jealousy, and not in confidence; it is jealousy and not 
confidence which prescribes limited constitutions, to bind down those whom we are obliged to trust 
with power: that our Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no further, our 
confidence may go; and let the honest advocate of confidence read the Alien and Sedition acts, and 
say if the Constitution has not been wise in fixing limits to the government it created, and whether we 
should be wise in destroying those limits, Let him say what the government is, if it be not a tyranny, 
which the men of our choice have con erred on our President, and the President of our choice has 
assented to, and accepted over the friendly stranger to whom the mild spirit of our country and its law 
have pledged hospitality and protection: that the men of our choice have more respected the bare 
suspicion of the President, than the solid right of innocence, the claims of justification, the sacred 
force of truth, and the forms and substance of law and justice. In questions of powers, then, let no 
more be heard of confidence in man, but bind him down from mischief by the chains of the 
Constitution. That this commonwealth does therefore call on its co-States for an expression of their 
sentiments on the acts concerning aliens and for the punishment of certain crimes herein before 
specified, plainly declaring whether these acts are or are not authorized by the federal compact. And 
it doubts not that their sense will be so announced as to prove their attachment unaltered to limited 
government, weather general or particular. And that the rights and liberties of their co-States will be 
exposed to no dangers by remaining embarked in a common bottom with their own. That they will 
concur with this commonwealth in considering the said acts as so palpably against the Constitution as 
to amount to an undisguised declaration that that compact is not meant to be the measure of the 
powers of the General Government, but that it will proceed in the exercise over these States, of all 
powers whatsoever: that they will view this as seizing the rights of the States, and consolidating them 
in the hands of the General Government, with a power assumed to bind the States (not merely as the 
cases made federal, casus foederis but), in all cases whatsoever, by laws made, not with their consent, 
but by others against their consent: that this would be to surrender the form of government we have 
chosen, and live under one deriving its powers from its own will, and not from our authority; and that 
the co-States, recurring to their natural right in cases not made federal, will concur in declaring these 
acts void, and of no force, and will each take measures of its own for providing that neither these 
acts, nor any others of the General Government not plainly and intentionally authorized by the 
Constitution, shalt be exercised within their respective territories. 
 
9th. Resolved, That the said committee be authorized to communicate by writing or personal 
conference, at any times or places whatever, with any person or persons who may be appointed by 
any one or more co-States to correspond or confer with them; and that they lay their proceedings 
before the next session of Assembly. 
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James Madison and the Virginia Resolution 
 
RESOLVED, That the General Assembly of Virginia, doth unequivocably express a firm resolution 
to maintain and defend the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of this State, 
against every aggression either foreign or domestic, and that they will support the government of the 
United States in all measures warranted by the former. 
 
That this assembly most solemnly declares a warm attachment to the Union of the States, to maintain 
which it pledges all its powers; and that for this end, it is their duty to watch over and oppose every 
infraction of those principles which constitute the only basis of that Union, because a faithful 
observance of them, can alone secure it's existence and the public happiness. 
 
That this Assembly doth explicitly and peremptorily declare, that it views the powers of the federal 
government, as resulting from the compact, to which the states are parties; as limited by the plain 
sense and intention of the instrument constituting the compact; as no further valid that they are 
authorized by the grants enumerated in that compact; and that in case of a deliberate, palpable, and 
dangerous exercise of other powers, not granted by the said compact, the states who are parties 
thereto, have the right, and are in duty bound, to interpose for arresting the progress of the evil, and 
for maintaining within their respective limits, the authorities, rights and liberties appertaining to 
them. 
 
That the General Assembly doth also express its deep regret, that a spirit has in sundry instances, 
been manifested by the federal government, to enlarge its powers by forced constructions of the 
constitutional charter which defines them; and that implications have appeared of a design to 
expound certain general phrases (which having been copied from the very limited grant of power, in 
the former articles of confederation were the less liable to be misconstrued) so as to destroy the 
meaning and effect, of the particular enumeration which necessarily explains and limits the general 
phrases; and so as to consolidate the states by degrees, into one sovereignty, the obvious tendency 
and inevitable consequence of which would be, to transform the present republican system of the 
United States, into an absolute, or at best a mixed monarchy. That the General Assembly doth 
particularly protest against the palpable and alarming infractions of the Constitution, in the two late 
cases of the "Alien and Sedition Acts" passed at the last session of Congress; the first of which 
exercises a power no where delegated to the federal government, and which by uniting legislative and 
judicial powers to those of executive, subverts the general principles of free government; as well as 
the particular organization, and positive provisions of the federal constitution; and the other of which 
acts, exercises in like manner, a power not delegated by the constitution, but on the contrary, 
expressly and positively forbidden by one of the amendments thereto; a power, which more than any 
other, ought to produce universal alarm, because it is levelled against that right of freely examining 
public characters and measures, and of free communication among the people thereon, which has 
ever been justly deemed, the only effectual guardian of every other right. 
 
That this state having by its Convention, which ratified the federal Constitution, expressly declared, 
that among other essential rights, "the Liberty of Conscience and of the Press cannot be cancelled, 
abridged, restrained, or modified by any authority of the United States," and from its extreme anxiety 
to guard these rights from every possible attack of sophistry or ambition, having with other states, 
recommended an amendment for that purpose, which amendment was, in due time, annexed to the 
Constitution; it would mark a reproachable inconsistency, and criminal degeneracy, if an indifference 



Section-6 – The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions - 7 of 7 

were now shewn, to the most palpable violation of one of the Rights, thus declared and secured; and 
to the establishment of a precedent which may be fatal to the other. 
 
That the good people of this commonwealth, having ever felt, and continuing to feel, the most sincere 
affection for their brethren of the other states; the truest anxiety for establishing and perpetuating the 
union of all; and the most scrupulous fidelity to that constitution, which is the pledge of mutual 
friendship, and the instrument of mutual happiness; the General Assembly doth solemnly appeal to 
the like dispositions of the other states, in confidence that they will concur with this commonwealth 
in declaring, as it does hereby declare, that the acts aforesaid, are unconstitutional; and that the 
necessary and proper measures will be taken by each, for co-operating with this state, in maintaining 
the Authorities, Rights, and Liberties, referred to the States respectively, or to the people. 
 
That the Governor be desired, to transmit a copy of the foregoing Resolutions to the executive 
authority of each of the other states, with a request that the same may be communicated to the 
Legislature thereof; and that a copy be furnished to each of the Senators and Representatives 
representing this state in the Congress of the United States. 
 
Agreed to by the Senate, December 24, 1798. 
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President George Washington’s 
Farewell Address 

to The People of The United States 

United States, 19 September 1796 

(Note: Words and spelling shown as written) 

Friends, & Fellow—Citizens, 

The period for a new election of a Citizen, to Administer the Executive government of the 
United States, being not far distant, and the time actually arrived, when your thoughts 
must be employed in designating the person, who is to be cloathed with that important 
trust, it appears to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression 
of the public voice, that I should now apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to 
decline being considered among the number of those, out of whom a choice is to be made. 

I beg you, at the sametime, to do me the justice to be assured, that this resolution has not 
been taken, without a strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to the relation, 
which binds a dutiful Citizen to his country—and that, in withdrawing the tender of 
service which silence in my Situation might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of 
zeal for your future interest, no deficiency of grateful respect for your past kindness; but 
am supported by a full conviction that the step is compatible with both. 

The acceptance of, & continuance hitherto in, the Office to which your Suffrages have 
twice called me, have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty, and to 
a deference for what appeared to be your desire. I constantly hoped, that it would have 
been much earlier in my power, consistently with motives, which I was not at liberty to 
disregard, to return to that retirement, from which I had been reluctantly drawn. The 
strength of my inclination to do this, previous to the last Election, had even led to the 
preparation of an address to declare it to you; but mature reflection on the then perplexed 
& critical posture of our Affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of 
persons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. 

I rejoice, that the state of your concerns, external as well as internal, no longer renders the 
pursuit of inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty, or propriety; & am 
persuaded whatever partiality may be retained for my services, that in the present 
circumstances of our country, you will not disapprove my determination to retire. 

The impressions, with which, I first undertook the arduous trust, were explained on the 
proper occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only say, that I have, with good 
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intentions, contributed towards the Organization and Administration of the government, 
the best exertions of which a very fallible judgment was capable. Not unconscious, in the 
outset, of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, perhaps still 
more in the eyes of others, has strengthned the motives to diffidence of myself; and every 
day the encreasing weight of years admonishes me more and more, that the shade of 
retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circumstances 
have given peculiar value to my services, they were temporary, I have the consolation to 
believe, that while choice and prudence invite me to quit the political scene, patriotizm 
does not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment, which is intended to terminate the career of my public 
life, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of 
gratitude wch I owe to my beloved country, for the many honors it has conferred upon 
me; still more for the stedfast confidence with which it has supported me; and for the 
opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable attachment, by services 
faithful & persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted 
to our country from these services, let it always be remembered to your praise, and as an 
instructive example in our annals, that, under circumstances in which the Passions 
agitated in every direction were liable to mislead, amidst appearances sometimes dubious, 
viscissitudes of fortune often discouraging, in situations in which not unfrequently want of 
Success has countenanced the spirit of criticism, the constancy of your support was the 
essential prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans by which they were effected. 
Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong 
incitement to unceasing vows that Heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens of its 
beneficence—that your Union & brotherly affection may be perpetual—that the free 
constitution, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly maintained—that its 
Administration in every department may be stamped with wisdom and Virtue—that, in 
fine, the happiness of the people of these States, under the auspices of liberty, may be 
made complete, by so careful a preservation and so prudent a use of this blessing as will 
acquire to them the glory of recommending it to the applause, the affection—and adoption 
of every nation which is yet a stranger to it. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but 
with my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me on an 
occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to 
your frequent review, some sentiments; which are the result of much reflection, of no 
inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me all important to the permanency of 
your felicity as a People. These will be offered to you with the more freedom as you can 
only see in them the disinterested warnings of a parting friend, who can possibly have no 
personal motive to biass his counsel. Nor can I forget, as an encouragement to it, your 
endulgent reception of my sentiments on a former and not dissimilar occasion. 
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Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no 
recommendation of mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the Attachment. 

The Unity of Government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is 
justly so; for it is a main Pillar in the Edifice of your real independence, the support of 
your tranquility at home; your peace abroad; of your safety; of your prosperity; of that 
very Liberty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from different 
causes & from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to 
weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the point in your political 
fortress against which the batteries of internal & external enemies will be most constantly 
and actively (though often covertly & insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment, that 
you should properly estimate the immense value of your national Union to your collective 
& individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual & immoveable 
attachment to it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the Palladium of 
your political safety and prosperity; watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; 
discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be 
abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate 
any portion of our Country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link 
together the various parts. 

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest. Citizens by birth or choice, 
of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of 
American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt the just 
pride of Patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. 

With slight shades of difference, you have the same Religeon, Manners, Habits & political 
Principles. You have in a common cause fought & triumphed together—The 
independence & liberty you possess are the work of joint councils, and joint efforts—of 
common dangers, sufferings and successes. 

But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to your sensibility 
are greatly outweighed by those which apply more immediately to your Interest. Here 
every portion of our country finds the most commanding motives for carefully guarding & 
preserving the Union of the whole. 

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the South, protected by the equal Laws of a 
common government, finds in the productions of the latter, great additional resources of 
Maratime & commercial enterprise and—precious materials of manufacturing industry. 
The South in the same Intercourse, benefitting by the Agency of the North, sees its 
agriculture grow & its commerce expand. Turning partly into its own channels the seamen 
of the North, it finds its particular navigation envigorated; and while it contributes, in 
different ways, to nourish & increase the general mass of the National navigation, it looks 
forward to the protection of a Maratime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. The 
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East, in a like intercourse with the West, already finds, and in the progressive 
improvement of interior communications, by land & water, will more & more find a 
valuable vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. 
The West derives from the East supplies requisite to its growth & comfort—and what is 
perhaps of still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the Secure enjoyment of 
indispensable outlets for its own productions to the weight, influence, and the future 
maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed by an indissoluble 
community of Interest as one Nation. Any other tenure by which the West can hold this 
essential advantage, whether derived from its own seperate strength, or from an apostate 
& unnatural connection with any foreign Power, must be intrinsically precarious. 

While then every part of our country thus feels an immediate & particular Interest in 
Union, all the parts combined cannot fail to find in the united mass of means & efforts 
greater strength, greater resource, proportionably greater security from external danger, a 
less frequent interruption of their Peace by foreign Nations; and, what is of inestimable 
value! they must derive from Union an exemption from those broils and Wars between 
themselves, which so frequently afflict neighbouring countries, not tied together by the 
same government; which their own rivalships alone would be sufficient to produce, but 
which opposite foreign alliances, attachments & intriegues would stimulate & imbitter. 
Hence likewise they will avoid the necessity of those overgrown Military establishments, 
which under any form of Government are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be 
regarded as particularly hostile to Republican Liberty: In this sense it is, that your union 
ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to 
endear to you the preservation of the other. 

These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting & virtuous mind, 
and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a primary object of Patriotic desire. Is there a 
doubt, whether a common government can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience 
solve it. To listen to mere speculation in such a case were criminal. We are authorized to 
hope that a proper organization of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of governments 
for the respective Subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. 'Tis well 
worth a fair and full experiment. 

With such powerful and obvious motives to Union, affecting all parts of our country, 
while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there will always be 
reason, to distrust the patriotism of those, who in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its 
bands. 

In contemplating the causes wch may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of serious 
concern, that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by 
Geographical discriminations—Northern and Southern—Atlantic and Western; whence 
designing men may endeavour to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local 
interests and views. 
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One of the expedients of Party to acquire influence, within particular districts, is to 
misrepresent the opinions & aims of other Districts. You cannot shield yourselves too 
much against the jealousies & heart burnings which spring from these misrepresentations. 
They tend to render Alien to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal 
Affection. The Inhabitants of our Western country have lately had a useful lesson on this 
head. They have Seen, in the Negociation by the Executive, and in the unanimous 
ratification by the Senate, of the Treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that 
event, throughout the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded were the suspicions 
propagated among them of a policy in the General Government and in the Atlantic States 
unfriendly to their Interests in regard to the Mississippi. They have been witnesses to the 
formation of two Treaties, that with G: Britain and that with Spain, which secure to them 
every thing they could desire, in respect to our Foreign relations, towards confirming their 
prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely for the preservation of these advantages on 
the Union by wch they were procured? Will they not henceforth be deaf to those Advisers, 
if such there are, who would sever them from their Brethren and connect them with 
Aliens? 

To the efficacy and permanency of Your Union, a Government for the whole is 
indispensable. No Alliances however strict between the parts can be an adequate 
substitute. They must inevitably experience the infractions & interruptions which all 
Alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of this momentous truth, you have 
improved upon your first essay, by the adoption of a Constitution of Government, better 
calculated than your former for an intimate Union, and for the efficacious management of 
your common concerns. This government, the offspring of our own choice uninfluenced 
and unawed, adopted upon full investigation & mature deliberation, completely free in its 
principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting security with energy, and containing 
within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence and 
your support. Respect for its authority, compliance with its Laws, acquiescence in its 
measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true Liberty. The basis of our 
political Systems is the right of the people to make and to alter their Constitutions of 
Government. But the Constitution which at any time exists, 'till changed by an explicit 
and authentic act of the whole People, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the 
power and the right of the People to establish Government presupposes the duty of every 
Individual to obey the established Government. 

All obstructions to the execution of the Laws, all combinations and Associations, under 
whatever plausible character, with the real design to direct, controul counteract, or awe the 
regular deliberation and action of the Constituted authorities are distructive of this 
fundamental principle and of fatal tendency. They serve to Organize faction, to give it an 
artificial and extraordinary force—to put in the place of the delegated will of the Nation, 
the will of a party; often a small but artful and enterprizing minority of the Community; 
and, according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public 
Administration the Mirror of the ill concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather 
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than the Organ of consistent and wholesome plans digested by common councils and 
modefied by mutual interests. However combinations or Associations of the above 
description may now & then answer popular ends, they are likely, in the course of time 
and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men 
will be enabled to subvert the Power of the People, & to usurp for themselves the reins of 
Government; destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust 
dominion. 

Towards the preservation of your Government and the permanency of your present happy 
state, it is requisite, not only that you steadily discountenance irregular oppositions to its 
acknowledged authority, but also that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its 
principles however specious the pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect, in the 
forms of the Constitution, alterations which will impair the energy of the system, and thus 
to undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all the changes to which you may be 
invited, remember that time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the true character of 
Governments, as of other human institutions—that experience is the surest standard, by 
which to test the real tendency of the existing Constitution of a Country—that facility in 
changes upon the credit of mere hypotheses & opinion exposes to perpetual change, from 
the endless variety of hypotheses and opinion: and remember, especially, that for the 
efficient management of your common interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a 
Government of as much vigour as is consistent with the perfect security of Liberty is 
indispensable—Liberty itself will find in such a Government, with powers properly 
distributed and adjusted, its surest Guardian. It is indeed little else than a name, where the 
Government is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each member 
of the Society within the limits prescribed by the laws & to maintain all in the secure & 
tranquil enjoyment of the rights of person & property. 

I have already intimated to you the danger of Parties in the State, with particular reference 
to the founding of them on Geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more 
comprehensive view, & warn you in the most solemn manner against the baneful effects 
of the Spirit of Party, generally. 

This Spirit, unfortunately, is inseperable from our nature, having its root in the strongest 
passions of the human Mind. It exists under different shapes in all Governments, more or 
less stifled, controuled, or repressed; but in those of the popular form it is seen in its 
greatest rankness and is truly their worst enemy. 

The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge 
natural to party dissention, which in different ages & countries has perpetrated the most 
horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal 
and permanent despotism. The disorders & miseries, which result, gradually incline the 
minds of men to seek security & repose in the absolute power of an Individual: and sooner 
or later the chief of some prevailing faction more able or more fortunate than his 
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competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of 
Public Liberty. 

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind (which nevertheless ought not to be 
entirely out of sight) the common & continual mischiefs of the spirit of Party are 
sufficient to make it the interest and the duty of a wise People to discourage and restrain 
it. 

It serves always to distract the Public Councils and enfeeble the Public Administration. It 
agitates the Community with ill founded Jealousies and false alarms, kindles the 
animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally riot & insurrection. It opens 
the door to foreign influence & corruption, which find a facilitated access to the 
government itself through the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and the will of 
one country, are subjected to the policy and will of another. 

There is an opinion that parties in free countries are useful checks upon the 
Administration of the Government and serve to keep alive the spirit of Liberty. This 
within certain limits is probably true—and in Governments of a Monarchical cast 
Patriotism may look with endulgence, if not with favour, upon the spirit of party. But in 
those of the popular character, in Governments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be 
encouraged. From their natural tendency, it is certain there will always be enough of that 
spirit for every salutary purpose. And there being constant danger of excess, the effort 
ought to be, by force of public opinion, to mitigate & assuage it. A fire not to be 
quenched; it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into a flame, lest instead 
of warming it should consume. 

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free Country should inspire 
caution in those entrusted with its Administration, to confine themselves within their 
respective Constitutional Spheres; avoiding in the exercise of the Powers of one 
department to encroach upon another. The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the 
powers of all the departments in one, and thus to create whatever the form of government, 
a real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which 
predominates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. 
The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power; by dividing and 
distributing it into different depositories, & constituting each the Guardian of the Public 
Weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient & modern; 
some of them in our country & under our own eyes. To preserve them must be as 
necessary as to institute them. If in the opinion of the People, the distribution or 
modification of the Constitutional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be corrected by 
an amendment in the way which the Constitution designates. But let there be no change 
by usurpation; for though this, in one instance, may be the instrument of good, it is the 
customary weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always 
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greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit which the use can at 
any time yield. 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and morality 
are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who 
should labour to subvert these great Pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the 
duties of Men & citizens. The mere Politican, equally with the pious man ought to respect 
& to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their connections with private & public 
felicity. Let it simply be asked where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if 
the sense of religious obligation desert the Oaths, which are the instruments of 
investigation in Courts of Justice? And let us with caution indulge the supposition, that 
morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence 
of refined education on minds of peculiar structure—reason & experience both forbid us 
to expect that National morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 

'Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government. 
The rule indeed extends with more or less force to every species of Free Government. 
Who that is a sincere friend to it, can look with indifference upon attempts to shake the 
foundation of the fabric. 

Promote then as an object of primary importance, Institutions for the general diffusion of 
knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it 
is essential that public opinion should be enlightened. 

As a very important source of strength & security, cherish public credit. One method of 
preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible: avoiding occasions of expence by 
cultivating peace, but remembering also that timely disbursements to prepare for danger 
frequently prevent much greater disbursements to repel it—avoiding likewise the 
accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expence, but by vigorous 
exertions in time of Peace to discharge the Debts which unavoidable wars may have 
occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the burthen which we ourselves 
ought to bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to your Representatives, but it is 
necessary that public opinion should cooperate. To facilitate to them the performance of 
their duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in mind, that towards the 
payment of debts there must be Revenue—that to have Revenue there must be taxes—that 
no taxes can be devised which are not more or less inconvenient & unpleasant—that the 
intrinsic embarrassment inseperable from the Selection of the proper objects (which is 
always a choice of difficulties) ought to be a decisive motive for a candid construction of 
the Conduct of the Government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the 
measures for obtaining Revenue which the public exigencies may at any time dictate. 

Observe good faith & justice towds all Nations. Cultivate peace & harmony with all—
Religion & morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be that good policy does not equally 
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enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a great Nation, 
to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a People always guided by 
an exalted justice & benevolence. Who can doubt that in the course of time and things the 
fruits of such a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages wch might be lost by a 
steady adherence to it? Can it be, that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity 
of a Nation with its virtue? The experiment, at least, is recommended by every sentiment 
which ennobles human Nature. Alas! is it rendered impossible by its vices? 

In the execution of such a plan nothing is more essential than that permanent inveterate 
antipathies against particular Nations and passionate attachments for others should be 
excluded; and that in place of them just & amicable feelings towards all should be 
cultivated. The Nation, which indulges towards another an habitual hatred, or an habitual 
fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either 
of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one 
Nation against another—disposes each more readily to offer insult and injury, to lay hold 
of slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling 
occasions of dispute occur. Hence frequent collisions, obstinate envenomed and bloody 
contests. The Nation, prompted by ill will & resentment sometimes impels to War the 
Government, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The Government sometimes 
participates in the national propensity, and adopts through passion what reason would 
reject; at other times, it makes the animosity of the Nation subservient to projects of 
hostility instigated by pride, ambition and other sinister & pernicious motives. The peace 
often, sometimes perhaps the Liberty, of Nations has been the victim. 

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one Nation for another produces a variety of evils. 
Sympathy for the favourite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common 
interest, in cases where no real common interest exists, and infusing into one the enmities 
of the other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels & Wars of the latter, 
without adequate inducement or justification: It leads also to concessions to the favourite 
Nation of priviledges denied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the Nation making 
the concessions—by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have been retained—& by 
exciting jealousy, ill will, and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom eql 
priviledges are withheld: And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who 
devote themselves to the favourite Nation) facility to betray, or sacrifice the interests of 
their own country, without odium, sometimes even with popularity; gilding with the 
appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation a commendable deference for public 
opinion, or a laudable zeal for public good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition 
corruption or infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly 
alarming to the truly enlightened and independent Patriot. How many opportunities do 
they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice the arts of seduction, to mislead 
public opinion, to influence or awe the public Councils! Such an attachment of a small or 
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weak, towards a great & powerful Nation, dooms the former to be the satellite of the 
latter. 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence, (I conjure you to believe me fellow 
citizens,), the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake; since history and 
experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of Republican 
Government. But that jealousy to be useful must be impartial; else it becomes the 
instrument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defence against it. Excessive 
partiality for one foreign nation and excessive dislike of another, cause those whom they 
actuate to see danger only on one side, and serve to veil and even second the arts of 
influence on the other. Real Patriots, who may resist the intriegues of the favourite, are 
liable to become suspected and odious; while its tools and dupes usurp the applause & 
confidence of the people, to surrender their interests. 

The Great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign Nations is in extending our 
comercial relations to have with them as little political connection as possible. So far as 
we have already formed engagements let them be fulfilled, with perfect good faith. Here 
let us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have none, or a very remote relation. 
Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially 
foreign to our concerns. Hence therefore it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves, by 
artificial ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations & 
collisions of her friendships, or enmities. 

Our detached & distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we 
remain one People, under an efficient government, the period is not far off, when we may 
defy material injury from external annoyance; when we may take such an attitude as will 
cause the neutrality we may at any time resolve upon to be scrupulously respected; when 
belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not 
lightly hazard the giving us provocation; when we may choose peace or War, as our 
interest guided by justice shall Counsel. 

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why quit our own to stand upon 
foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, 
entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of European Ambition, Rivalship, Interest, 
Humour or Caprice? 

'Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanent Alliances, with any portion of the foreign 
World—So far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it—for let me not be understood as 
capable of patronising infidility to existing engagements, (I hold the maxim no less 
applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best policy)—I 
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repeat it therefore, let those engagements. be observed in their genuine sense. But in my 
opinion, it is unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them. 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable establishments, on a respectably 
defensive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary 
emergencies. Harmony, liberal intercourse with all Nations, are recommended by policy, 
humanity and interest. But even our Commercial policy should hold an equal and 
impartial hand: neither seeking nor granting exclusive favours or preferences; consulting 
the natural course of things; diffusing & deversifying by gentle means the streams of 
Commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing with Powers so disposed—in order to give to 
trade a stable course, to define the rights of our Merchants, and to enable the Government 
to support them—conventional rules of intercourse; the best that present circumstances 
and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, & liable to be from time to time 
abandoned or varied, as experience and circumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in 
view, that 'tis folly in one Nation to look for disinterested favors from another—that it 
must pay with a portion of its Independence for whatever it may accept under that 
character—that by such acceptance, it may place itself in the condition of having given 
equivalents for nominal favours and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not 
giving more. There can be no greater error than to expect, or calculate upon real favours 
from Nation to Nation. 'Tis an illusion which experience must cure, which a just pride 
ought to discard. 

In offering to you, my Countrymen, these counsels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare 
not hope they will make the strong and lasting impression, I could wish—that they will 
controul the usual current of the passions, or prevent our Nation from running the course 
which has hitherto marked the Destiny of Nations: But if I may even flatter myself, that 
they may be productive of some partial benefit, some occasional good; that they may now 
& then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign 
Intriegue, to guard against the Impostures of pretended patriotism—this hope will be a full 
recompence for the solicitude for your welfare, by which they have been dictated. 

How far in the discharge of my Official duties, I have been guided by the principles which 
have been delineated, the public Records and other evidences of my conduct must witness 
to You and to the world. To myself, the assurance of my own conscience is, that I have at 
least believed myself to be guided by them. 

In relation to the still subsisting War in Europe, my Proclamation of the 22d of April 1793 
is the index to my Plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice and by that of Your 
Representatives in both Houses of Congress, the spirit of that measure has continually 
governed me; uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or divert me from it. 

After deliberate examination with the aid of the best lights I could obtain I was well 
satisfied that our Country, under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to take, and 
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was bound in duty and interest, to take a Neutral position. Having taken it, I determined, 
as far as should depend upon me, to maintain it, with moderation, perseverence & 
firmness. 

The considerations, which respect the right to hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this 
occasion to detail. I will only observe, that according to my understanding of the matter, 
that right, so far from being denied by any of the Belligerent Powers has been virtually 
admitted by all. 

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, without any thing more, from the 
obligation which justice and humanity impose on every Nation, in cases in which it is free 
to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of Peace and amity towards other Nations. 

The inducements of interest for observing that conduct will best be referred to your own 
reflections & experience. With me, a predominant motive has been to endeavour to gain 
time to our country to settle & mature its yet recent institutions, and to progress without 
interruption, to that degree of strength & consistency, which is necessary to give it, 
humanly speaking, the command of its own fortunes. 

Though in reviewing the incidents of my Administration, I am unconscious of intentional 
error—I am nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I may 
have committed many errors. Whatever they may be I fervently beseech the Almighty to 
avert or mitigate the evils to which they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope that 
my Country will never cease to view them with indulgence; and that after forty five years 
of my life dedicated to its Service, with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities 
will be consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the Mansions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actuated by that fervent love towards 
it, which is so natural to a Man, who views in it the native soil of himself and his 
progenitors for several Generations; I anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat, in 
which I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the 
midst of my fellow Citizens, the benign influence of good Laws under a free 
Government—the ever favourite object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of 
our mutual cares, labours and dangers. 

Geo. Washington 
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Two Constitutions in the United States. The 1st was 
illegally suspended in favor of a Vatican “Crown” 

corporation in 1871. 

 

 

The Pope (the Crown) meeting with the board of directors of The Vatican Bank 

Since 1871 the United States president and the United States Congress    
has been playing politics under a different set of rules and policies. The 
American people do not know that there are two Constitutions in the United 
States. The first penned by the leaders of the newly independent states of the 
United States in 1776. On July 4, 1776, the people claimed their independence 
from the Crown (temporal authority of the Roman Catholic Pope) and a 
Constitutional Republic (Democratic-Republic) was born. And for 95 years the 
United States people were free and independent. That freedom ended in 1871 
when the original “Constitution [for] the United States of America” was changed   
to the “THE CONSTITUTION [OF] THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”. 

The Congress realized that the country was in dire financial straits, so they made 
a financial deal with the devil – the Crown (a.k.a. City of London Corporation – 
established by the Catholic Church on January 1, 1855) thereby incurring a DEBT 
to the Pope. The conniving Pope and his central bankers were not about to lend 
the floundering nation any money without some serious stipulations. So, they 
devised a way of taking back control of the United States of America and thus, the 
Act of 1871 was passed. With absolutely no constitutional authority to do so, 
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Congress created a separate form of government for the District of 
Columbia. 

With the passage of “the Act of 1871” a city state (a state within a state) called 
the District of Columbia located on 10 square miles of land in the heart of 
Washington was formed with its own flag and its own independent constitution – 
the United States of America’s secret second constitution. 

 
 

The flag of Washington’s District of Columbia has 3 red stars, each symbolizing    
a city state within the three city empire. The three city empire consists of 
Washington D.C (the D.C. stands for District of Columbia)., City of London 
Corporation, and Vatican City State. City of London Corporation is the corporate 
center of the three city states and controls the world financially and economically. 
Washington D.C. is in charge of the military, and the Vatican controls it all under 
the guise of spiritual guidance. Although geographically separate, the city states 
of; City of London Corporation, the Vatican and the District of Columbia are one 
interlocking empire called “Empire of the City”. 

The constitution for the District of Columbia operates under tyrannical Vatican law 
known as “Lex Fori” (local law). When congress illegally passed the act of 1871 it 
created a corporation known as THE UNITED STATES and a separate form of 
government for the District of Columbia. This treasonous act has unlawfully 
allowed the District of Columbia to operate as a corporation outside the 
original constitution of the United States and in total disregard of the best 
interests of the American citizens. 
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POTUS 44 Obama at the Vatican Corporate (The Crown) Headquarters 

 
POTUS is the Chief Executive (President) of the Corporation of THE UNITED 
STATES – operating as the CEO of the corporation. POTUS governs with a Board 
of Directors (cabinet officials) and managers (Senators and Congressmen / 
women). Barack Obama, as others before him, is POTUS — operating as “vassal 
king” – taking orders once again from “The Crown” through the RIIA (Royal 
Institute of International Affairs). The Illuminati (founded by the The Society of 
Jesus or Jesuits, the largest Roman Catholic Religious Military Order headed by 
the Black Pope) created the Royal Institute of International Affairs (RIIA) in 1919. 
The American equivalent to the RIIA is the Council of Foreign Relations (CFR). 
The RIIA and CFR set up Round Table Groups (based on the King Arthur myths). 

What did the Act of 1871 achieve? The ACT of 1871 put the United States of 
America back under Crown rule (which is papal rule). The United States of 
America people lost their independence in 1871. 

THE CONSTITUTION [OF] THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA is the 
constitution of the incorporated UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. It operates in an 
economic capacity and has been used to fool the People into thinking it governs 
the Republic. It does not! Capitalization is NOT insignificant when one is referring 
to a legal document. This seemingly “minor” alteration has had a major impact on 
every subsequent generation of Americans. What Congress did by passing the 
Act of 1871 was create an entirely new document, a constitution for the 
government of the District of Columbia, an INCORPORATED government. 

Instead of having absolute and unalienable rights guaranteed under the organic 
Constitution, We the People, now have “relative” rights or privileges. One example 
is the Sovereign’s (the People) right to travel, which has now been transformed 
(under corporate government policy) into a “privilege” that requires citizens to be 
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licensed – driver’s licenses and Passports. By passing the Act of 1871, Congress 
committed TREASON against the People who were Sovereign under the grants 
and decrees of the Declaration of Independence and the organic Constitution.  
The Act of 1871 became the FOUNDATION of all treason since committed by 
government officials. 

As of 1871 the UNITED STATES isn’t a Country; It’s a Corporation! In preparation 
for stealing America, the puppets of Roman Catholic Pope’s banking cabal had 
already created a second government, a Shadow Government designed to 
manage what “the People” believed was a democracy, but what really was an 
incorporated UNITED STATES. Together this chimera, this two-headed monster, 
disallowed “the People” all rights of sui juris. [you, in your sovereignty] 

The U.S. is a Crown Colony. The U.S. has always been and remains a Crown 
(Roman Catholic Pope) colony. King James I, is not just famous for translating the 
Bible into “The King James Version”, but for signing the “First Charter of Virginia” 
in 1606 — which granted America’s British forefathers license to settle and 
colonize America. The charter guaranteed future German Roman Catholic 
Kings/Queens of England would have sovereign authority over all citizens and 
colonized land in America. 

After America declared independence from the Crown, the Treaty of Paris, signed 
on September 3, 1783 was signed. That treaty identifies the German Roman 
Catholic King of England as prince of the U.S. “Prince George the Third, by the 
grace of God, king of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, 
duke of Brunswick (Germany’s Brunswick) and Lunebourg (Germany’s 
Lunebourg), arch-treasurer and prince elector of the Holy Roman Empire (Roman 
Catholic Church) etc., and of the United States of America“ – completely 
contradicting premise that America won The War of Independence. 

Article 5 of that treaty gave all British estates, rights and properties back to 
the Crown – Catholic Church Pope. 

"It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the legislatures of the 
respective states to provide for the restitution of all estates, rights, and properties, 
which have been confiscated belonging to real British subjects; and also of the 
estates, rights, and properties of persons resident in districts in the possession on 
his Majesty’s arms and who have not borne arms against the said United States. 
And that persons of any other description shall have free liberty to go to any part 
or parts of any of the thirteen United States and therein to remain twelve months 
unmolested in their endeavors to obtain the restitution of such of their estates, 
rights, and properties as may have been confiscated; and that Congress shall also 
earnestly recommend to the several states a reconsideration and revision of all 
acts or laws regarding the premises, so as to render the said laws or acts perfectly 
consistent not only with justice and equity but with that spirit of conciliation which 
on the return of the blessings of peace should universally prevail. And that 
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Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several states that the estates, 
rights, and properties, of such last mentioned persons shall be restored to them, 
they refunding to any persons who may be now in possession the bona fide price 
(where any has been given) which such persons may have paid on purchasing 
any of the said lands, rights, or properties since the confiscation. 

And it is agreed that all persons who have any interest in confiscated lands, either 
by debts, marriage settlements, or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful impediment 
in the prosecution of their just rights." 

It is becoming increasingly apparent to American citizens that government is no 
longer being conducted in accordance with the U.S.A.’s organic Constitution, or, 
within states, according to state constitutions. While people have recognized for 
more than 150 years that the rich and powerful often corrupt individual officials, or 
exert undue influence to get legislation passed that favors their interests, most 
Americans still cling to the naive belief that such corruption is exceptional, and that 
most of the institutions of society, the courts, the press, and law enforcement 
agencies, still largely comply with the Constitution and the law in important 
matters. They expect that these corrupting forces are disunited and in competition 
with one another, so that they tend to balance one another. 

Mounting evidence makes it clear that the situation is far worse than most 
people think, that during the last several decades the Constitution for the 
United States of America has been effectively overthrown, and that it is now 
observed only as a façade to deceive and placate the masses. What has 
replaced it is what many call the Shadow Government – created with the 
illegal passing of the Act of 1871. It still, for the most part, operates in 
secret, because its control is not secure. The exposure of this regime and its 
operations must now become a primary duty of citizens who still believe in 
the Rule of Law and in the freedoms and independence which the U.S.A. is 
supposed to represent. 

 
 



Section-9 – Article-2 - Our Two Constitutions - Page 1 of 8 

SECTION 9: 
 

OUR TWO CONSTITUTIONS 
 
 

ARTICLE-2 
Dreams of a Perfected Beehive 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section-9 – Article-2 - Our Two Constitutions - Page 2 of 8 

New Oxford Review, November, 2015 
OUR TWO CONSTITUTIONS - Dreams of a Perfected Beehive 
By Robert Lowry Clinton 
 
Robert Lowry Clinton is Professor and Chair Emeritus in the Department of Political Science 
at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. 
 
The early Americans, along with their actual new-world political experience, knew Scripture 
and the classics. They were aware of modern history to their time as well as the modern 
authors. As things developed, they understood that their revolution and that of the French 
were radically different. Whether they remain that much different from today’s perspective is 
an issue we must address. The principles of our present republic are inching closer and closer 
to those of the French Revolution, and further and further away from those of the American 
Revolution. As a result, according to Fr. Schall, “The nature of the American founding seems 
rather moot. It is not what governs this country; few seem bent on recalling it with any real 
chance of success.” 
 
It is difficult to deny the ring of truth in Fr. Schall’s remarks, especially in the wake of the 
Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, in which the Court ruled that state 
laws defining marriage as a bond between one man and one woman violate the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution. Chief Justice John Roberts, dissenting from the ruling, noted 
that many Americans will celebrate the decision for a variety of reasons, and then  he warned: 
“But do not celebrate the Constitution. It had nothing to do with it.” This is a startling 
statement, for here the Chief Justice of the U.S. declares that his Court has just made an 
historic constitutional decision that has nothing to do with the Constitution! Perhaps it is time 
to catch our breath and take stock of where we really are in the process of American 
constitutional development, so as to see how we got from the founding to Obergefell. 
 
The movement away from the principles of the American Revolution to those of the French 
Revolution was no mere accidental “drift.” Rather, it originated at a particular point in time 
and was initiated deliberately by a group of intellectuals bent on undermining the most 
important principle of the American Revolution: the principle of inalienable natural rights 
with which men are “endowed by their Creator.” These intellectuals, among them some of the 
founders of modern academic political science and at least one American president, believed, 
with the English philosopher Jeremy Bentham, that the idea of such rights amounts to little 
more than “nonsense on stilts” and is a hindrance to good government. 
 
In the process of attacking the Jeffersonian notion of rights enshrined in the Declaration of 
Independence, these men also attacked the Constitution, believing it too to be a hindrance to 
good government. Rather than explicitly calling for a new constitution, which they knew to 
be futile, they sought replacement of the founding fathers’ Constitution by a kind of 
subterfuge that would retain the letter of the original while completely transforming its 
character. The success of this project has given us what is, in reality, a second constitution, 
usually referred to as the “living constitution.” This second constitution “lives,” however, 
only by maintaining the fiction of its rootedness in the founders’ Constitution. According to 
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this fiction, the living constitution is merely an interpretive, constructive extension of the 
founders’ Constitution. Thus, the living constitution appears to co-exist more or less 
comfortably with the written document devised in the eighteenth century. This comforting 
belief makes it possible for us to feel that we are not only suitably modern but are at the same 
time in full continuity with a venerable republican tradition. 
 
But this pretended continuity is an appearance, not a reality. In essence, it is a lie that was 
initially perpetrated and has since been sustained by men who disavow the idea of an 
essential human nature, substituting instead an idea of an infinitely malleable humanity   on 
which they want to do the malleating. It is an historical fiction of the type defined by 
Bentham as “a willful falsehood, having for its object the stealing of legislative power, by and 
for hands which could not, or durst not, openly claim it, — and but for the delusion thus 
produced, could not exercise it.” It is the main reason why presidents govern by decree, why 
courts create rights and marginalize religion, and why Congress sits by and watches while 
planning for the next election. It is also the constitutional reason why the hoped-for “Catholic 
moment” referred to by Fr. Schall never materialized after World War II. By that time, the 
new constitution, though not fully developed, was nonetheless up and running. 
 
The origins of the movement to substitute the principles of the French Revolution for the 
principles of the American Revolution are found in the progressive era. One of its most 
articulate exponents was Frank Goodnow, president of Johns Hopkins University and the first 
president of the American Political Science Association. In a 1916 address at Brown 
University, Goodnow contrasted the development of a “private rights philosophy” in France 
with its development in the U.S. during the period following the two nations’ respective 
revolutions. The document that set this development in motion in France was the 
“Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen,” promulgated on the eve of that 
nation’s revolution. According to Goodnow, “Almost every clause of the Declaration refers to 
rights under the law rather than to rights which were natural to and inherent in man.” 
 
Goodnow continued: The rights which men have been recognized as possessing have not 
been considered to be inherent rights, attaching to man at the time of his birth, so much as 
rights which find their origin in the law as adopted by that organ of government regarded as 
representative of the society of which the individual man is a member…. The rights which he 
possesses are, it is believed, conferred upon him, not by his Creator, but rather  by the society 
to which he belongs. What they are is to be determined by the legislative authority in view of 
the needs of that society. Social expediency, rather than natural right, is thus to determine the 
sphere of individual freedom of action. Goodnow deplored the fact that in America, 
individual rights are regarded as granted by a Creator and grounded in natural rather than 
positive law. This, he believed, is the cause of the “unadulterated individualism” that he 
believed characterizes America. Nevertheless, Goodnow found reason to celebrate what he 
saw as a “process of modification” that he believed would eventually result in the demise of 
America’s “traditional political philosophy.” The main instigator of this reassessment would 
be the “announcement and acceptance of the theory of evolutionary development,” which 
presupposes that society is “dynamic or progressive in character.” Acceptance of evolution 
thus entails rejection of any view that regards rights and laws as eternal or immutable. This 
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means that Jefferson was, according to Goodnow, simply wrong when he asserted in the 
Declaration of Independence that human beings are endowed by their Creator with “certain 
inalienable rights,” whatever those rights might be. 
 
Goodnow concluded his address by reiterating that “under the conditions of modern life it is 
the social group rather than the individual which is increasing in importance.” According to 
Goodnow, the fundamental theoretical principle of the American Declaration is erroneous — 
our rights come from government, not from God. 
 
Goodnow’s antipathy toward the natural law and natural rights echoed in the thought of 
numerous influential progressives of his time. For example, President Woodrow Wilson 
claimed that “men as communities are supreme over men as individuals. Limits of wisdom 
and convenience to the public control there may be: limits of principle there are, upon strict 
analysis, none.” In other words, any limits on government that may exist must be 
“convenient” and easily dispensable, not philosophical, theological, or otherwise 
fundamental. Nor can such limits be “constitutional,” which is another kind of fundamental in 
the American political context. Thus, progressives found it necessary to supplement their 
attack on the natural law and natural rights with an attack on the Constitution. 
 
Wilson’s elevation to the White House was a defining moment in U.S. history, for it signaled 
the triumph of a movement destined to transform the Constitution from an instrument of 
limited government to one of consolidation, much as had been feared by the Anti-Federalist 
Brutus more than a century earlier. Wilson laid out the essentials of this movement clearly 
and unapologetically in a 1912 speech in which he called for a revolutionary constitutional 
transformation, albeit couched in modest language. 
 
Like most modern progressives, Wilson swore fidelity to the Constitution. But it is not the 
Constitution of 1787 that claimed his loyalty. For Wilson, the Constitution is — or should be 
— a malleable instrument subject to manipulation by “progressive” policymakers in order to 
achieve the social ends they desire. This is simply not the Constitution the founding fathers 
wrote. Notwithstanding the fictitious continuity, it is an entirely different constitution because 
it develops in an entirely different way — and the most important thing about a constitution is 
its mode of development. 
 
The founders’ Constitution develops according to a carefully constructed amendment process 
designed to ensure a wide consensus in support of any proposed change. This process is 
spelled out in Article V and requires extensive participation of both Houses of Congress as 
well as the legislatures or special conventions in the states. This means that the founders 
regarded constitutional development as a profoundly democratic process, involving more and 
a wider range of decision makers than are required for ordinary legislative, executive, 
administrative, or judicial acts. 
 
The founders’ Constitution also established a balanced governmental framework in which no 
branch of government can claim ultimate authority to determine the constitutional power of 
another, a fact of which Wilson and his allies were keenly aware and greatly disapproved. In 
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a book Wilson wrote a few years before his presidential run, he acknowledged that the 
Constitution’s framers “constructed the federal government upon    a theory of checks and 
balances which was meant to limit the operation of each part and allow to no single part or 
organ of it a dominating force.” Then he concluded that “no government can be successfully 
conducted upon so mechanical a theory” (Constitutional Government, 1908). Adoption of 
Wilson’s constitutional proposal would circumvent both the Article V amendment process 
and the checks-and-balances system. 
 
Wilson’s constitution, like Goodnow’s, is “Darwinian,” based on the evolutionary biology 
that had become all the rage among intellectuals in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Wilson consummated his proposal with the following statement: “All that 
progressives ask or desire is permission — in an era when ‘development,’ ‘evolution,’ is the 
scientific word — to interpret the Constitution according to the Darwinian principle; all they 
ask is recognition of the fact that a nation is a living thing and not a machine.” Thus began the 
career of the “living” constitution. 
 
Yet, as always, the devil is in the details. The great question left unanswered is almost too 
obvious to mention: Who are these progressives who will be permitted to interpret the 
Constitution according to the Darwinian principle? As noted above, the founders had given 
their answer by establishing a balanced governmental framework in which no branch can 
claim ultimate authority to determine the constitutional power of another. This means    that 
each of the three main branches of government is responsible for interpreting the Constitution 
within its own sphere of authority, and none is permitted to invade the spheres of the other 
branches. Nor is any branch of government entitled to concede its own constitutional 
authority to another branch. In this way, the framers raised what they thought would be a 
permanent barrier against efforts by one branch of government to enlarge its authority at the 
expense of another. 
 
As a result of their dissatisfaction with the original Constitution, Wilson and other 
progressives launched, under the guise of “reform,” a truly revolutionary constitutional 
transformation. Rather than scuttling the founders’ Constitution altogether, they proposed its 
transformation via reinterpretation, spearheaded by the action of courts and administrative 
agencies. This reinterpretation was designed to free political actors in the judicial and 
executive branches from the restraints placed on them by the mechanics of   the old 
Constitution. 
 
The founders’ system was much too fragmented, cumbersome, and inefficient for Wilson, 
who wanted to increase executive power by unleashing an army of bureaucrats in the growing 
administrative state of his time, regulators who would be appointed initially by Wilson 
himself or his subordinates and who would operate behind the scenes essentially “unchecked” 
to rebuild American society in their image. In the concluding portion of his 1912 speech, 
Wilson suggested the image he had in mind, describing his “rebuilt” American society as a 
“great house…where men can live as a single community, cooperative as in a perfected, 
coordinated beehive.” This utopian vision is the dream        of progressives like Wilson, who 
believe that human beings and human societies are immanently perfectible, that we can 
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transform our natures, and that we can “all be one,”   if only we rid ourselves of the shackles 
of the past. 
 
Since the time of Wilson, the rise of the administrative state has continued virtually unabated, 
its officials often operating essentially unchecked. At the same time, Congress, which is 
supposed to supervise administrative agencies in the name of the people, appears less and less 
able (or willing) to do so. Indeed, Congress has handed over much of its lawmaking power to 
those very agencies through explicit delegation, and it has implicitly conceded a great deal 
more of it through its failure to perform effective oversight. 
 
Although the primary goal of Wilson and other progressives of his time was to increase 
executive power, a subtle irony in the legacy of living constitutionalism is the rise of judicial 
supremacy, according to which the Constitution is thought to mean, in the last analysis, 
whatever the Supreme Court says it means. The Court itself said as much in Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey (1992), declaring itself “invested with the authority to…speak before all 
others for their [read: our] constitutional ideals.” In other words,      we should look not to the 
Constitution but to the Court to determine what our true constitutional values are! 
 
This astounding admission of the Court’s cavalier assumption of the people’s constitutional 
authority would have been incomprehensible a century ago; but then again, so would have 
been dozens of judicial decisions made during the past several decades under the living 
constitution’s regime of judicial supremacy. Indeed, we have been looking to the Court to 
determine our constitutional values for at least the past half century and more, during which 
the Court has, under the influence of progressive ideology, nudged religion and traditional 
morality out of the public square. 
 
We are now living under a different constitution than the one the framers devised. The Article 
V amendment process has been effectively scuttled, replaced by a Court that functions as a 
constitutional-revision council. The checks-and-balances system has been eroded to the point 
that its original power structure has been altered beyond recognition. Instead of a powerful 
Congress, a strong but carefully checked executive, and the “least dangerous branch,” as 
Alexander Hamilton, one of the Constitution’s framers, put it, we now have a weak 
(bordering on dysfunctional) Congress, a powerful and relatively unchecked executive, and a 
“superduper” Supreme Court with final, ultimate, and exclusive authority to determine the 
scope and range of power possessed by the other branches of government. In short, the 
agency of government at farthest remove from the democratic process — the Court — now 
holds ultimate constitutional authority, and the agency most closely tied to the democracy — 
Congress — holds the least. That is why      it is appropriate to refer to the transition from the 
founders’ Constitution to the living constitution as revolutionary rather than reformative. 
 
Those who support the living constitution have always done so because they desire particular 
policy outcomes that would be impossible, or at least very difficult, to obtain under the 
founders’ Constitution. The underlying reason for the progressive assault on the Constitution 
was, and still is, that the proponents of the living constitution do not really believe in the 
values and principles that formed the basis of the original Constitution. They do not subscribe 
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to the natural-law/natural-rights theories of the framers. Nor do they believe in limited 
government, republicanism, or democracy in the sense subscribed to by the framers. Instead, 
today’s progressive political elites subscribe to a scientistic, relativistic, secular public 
ideology. The living constitution provides the framework for imposition of this ideology. It is 
the conduit through which a whole worldview contrary to that of the framers has been — and 
still is being — impressed upon public policy in the U.S. 
 
Political scientist Angelo M. Codevilla described several facets of this worldview frankly: 
“America now divides ever more sharply into two classes, the smaller of which holds the 
commanding heights of government, from which it disposes in ever greater detail of 
America’s economic energies, from which it ordains new ways of living as if it had the right 
to do so, and from which it asserts that that right is based on the majority class’ stupidity, 
racism, and violent tendencies” (The Ruling Class, 2012). He added that “it has become 
conventional wisdom among our Ruling Class that they may transcend the Constitution while 
pretending allegiance to it.” 
 
No doubt, limited government is frustrating at times, especially for presidents, bureaucrats, 
and judges who are convinced that they know what is best for society — even if society 
doesn’t know it. Such impatience with the founders’ Constitution is alive and well in the 
White House today. President Barack Obama, while an Illinois senator in 2001, expressed 
this impatience in a radio interview when he criticized the Warren Court for not breaking free 
“from the essential constraints that were placed by the founding fathers in the Constitution.” 
 
Recovering the founders’ Constitution will not be easy. It will require wide public exposure 
of the progressive deception at the heart of the living constitution. It will require wide public 
recognition that the politicians, administrators, and judges who claim the living constitution 
as authority for their acts do not really have the authority they claim, and that their actions — 
insofar as they depend on the living constitution for their authority — are outside the law. 
 
Something of the spirit of Mary Ellen Bork’s comment some years ago that the justices of the 
Supreme Court were “acting like a bunch of outlaws” must be recovered and nourished by the 
American citizenry. What, for instance, would the average American think if this plain truth 
were put before him: that he is being governed not according to the Constitution he was 
taught about in school, but rather according to an altogether different constitution put into 
effect surreptitiously by a succession of political elites who do not believe in the key 
principles of the Declaration of Independence or the most important features of the original 
Constitution? He would likely not approve — which was and is, of course, the whole reason 
for the constitutional subterfuge in the first place. 
 
The price of not recovering the founders’ Constitution will be the continued erosion of 
American democracy and the all-important natural-law/naturalrights tradition that supports it, 
as unaccountable administrators and judges interpret away its foundations. Even worse, a 
final cost of not doing so may be virtually to assure that Fr. Schall’s “Catholic moment” will 
never occur in America, or anywhere else. 
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“The basic principle of democracy is the sacredness of the individual as a creature endowed 
by God with inalienable rights. The basic principle of… totalitarian systems is that the 
individual has no rights except those given him by the Party or the State…. In America, man 
endows the State with rights which he received from God; in [totalitarian systems], the State 
endows man with rights.” — Fulton J. Sheen 
 
———————————————————— 
 
Robert Lowry Clinton is Professor and Chair Emeritus in the Department of Political Science 
at Southern Illinois University Carbondale and Adjunct Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Missouri St. Louis. He is the author of Marbury v. Madison and Judicial 
Review and God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-American 
Constitutionalism (both published by the University Press of Kansas), as well as numerous 
articles and book chapters. His articles have appeared in The American Journal of Political 
Science, Political Research Quarterly, The Journal of Supreme Court History, The American 
Journal of Jurisprudence, First Things, Public Discourse, Crisis, and National Review, among 
others. 
 
———————————————————— 
 
James V. Schall, S.J., in his article “Will Modernity Mean the End of Catholicism?” (NOR, 
Nov. 2014), lamented the fact that a “Catholic moment” in which “the truths of   the faith 
would be acknowledged in the American public square” failed to occur in the aftermath of the 
Second World War. Surely this would have been an opportune moment given the heightened 
awareness of man’s propensity for evil in the wake of Nazi atrocities, and the revival of 
natural-law thinking among some Catholic (and non-Catholic) intellectuals. Fr. Schall rightly 
pointed out the stark conflict between Catholicism, which   is grounded in an historical 
understanding of rational human nature (“what man is”), and modernity, which is grounded in 
a relativism “in which man himself could and should be other than what he is.” Fr. Schall also 
rightly noted a sharp contrast between two versions of the American founding, one of which 
is grounded in the principles of the American Revolution, the other of which finds its 
inspiration in the principles of the French Revolution. 
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Principles of Liberty
The 28 Principles of Freedom our Founding Fathers said must be understood and perpetuated by every people 

who desire Peace, Prosperity, and Freedom. Learn how adherence to these beliefs during the past 200 
years has brought about more progress than was made during the previous 5,000 years.

1. The only reliable basis for sound government and just human relations is Natural Law.
2. A free people cannot survive under a republican constitution unless they remain virtuous and morally 

strong.
3. The most promising method of securing a virtuous and morally stable people is to elect virtuous leaders.
4. Without religion the government of a free people cannot be maintained.
5. All things were created by God, therefore upon Him all mankind are equally dependent and to Him they 

are equally responsible.
6. All men are created equal.
7. The proper role of government is to protect equal rights, not to provide equal things.
8. Men are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights.
9. To protect man’s rights, God has revealed certain principles of divine law.
10. The God-given right to govern is vested in the sovereign authority of the whole people.
11. The majority of the people may alter or abolish a government which has become tyrannical.
12. The United States of America shall be a constitutional republic.
13. A constitution should be structured to permanently protect the people from the human frailties of their 

rulers.
14. Life and liberty are secure only so long as the right of property is secure.
15. The highest level of prosperity occurs when there is a free market economy and a minimum of 

government regulations.
16. The government should be separated into three branches: legislative, executive, and judicial.
17. A system of checks and balances should be adopted to prevent the abuse of power.
18. The unalienable rights of the people are most likely to be preserved if the principles of government are set 

forth in a written constitution.
19. Only limited and carefully defined powers should be delegated to government, all others being retained in 

the people.
20. Efficiency and dispatch require government to operate according to the will of the majority, but 

constitutional provisions must be made to protect the rights of the minority.
21. Strong local self-government is the keystone to preserving human freedom.
22. A free people should be governed by law and not by the whims of men.
23. A free society cannot survive as a republic without a broad program of general education.
24. A free people will not survive unless they stay strong.
25. "Peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations: entangling alliances with none."
26. The core unit which determines the strength of any society is the family; therefore, the government should 

foster and protect its integrity.
27. The burden of debt is as destructive to freedom as subjugation by conquest.
28. The United States has a manifest destiny to be an example and a blessing to the entire human race.

Source: Over 150 volumes of the Founding Fathers’ writings.
Copyright© 1991, 2009 National Center for Constitutional Studies, All Rights Reserved, Visit nccs.net



American Patriot Quotes
"Government big enough to supply everything you need is big enough to take everything 
you have .... The course of history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases." 
-Thomas Jefferson

"Most people, sometime in their lives, stumble across truth. Most jump up, brush 
themselves off, and hurry on about their business as if nothing had happened." --Sir 
Winston Churchill

"We are not weak, if we make proper use of those means which the God of nature hath 
placed in our power... The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the 
active, the brave." -- Patrick Henry

"Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that 
the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph." -- Thomas Paine

"I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be 
fought with sticks and stones." -- Albert Einstein

"I swear upon the altar of God, eternal hostility to every form of tyranny over the mind 
of man." -- Thomas Jefferson

"Society in every state is a blessing, but government, even in its best state is but a 
necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one." -- Thomas Paine

"Remember, democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself. 
There never was a democracy yet that did not commit suicide." -- John Adams

"If ye love wealth greater than liberty, the tranquility of servitude greater than the 
animating contest for freedom, go home from us in peace. We seek not your counsel, nor 
your arms. Crouch down and lick the hand that feeds you; May your chains set lightly 
upon you, and may posterity forget that ye were our countrymen." -- Samuel Adams

"A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being 
right." -- Thomas Paine

"The militia of the United States consists of all able-bodied males at least 17 years of 
age..." -- Title 10, Section 311 of the U.S. Code.

"Before a standing army can rule, the people must be disarmed; as they are in almost 
every kingdom of Europe. the supreme power in America cannot enforce unjust laws by 
the sword; because the whole body of the people are armed, and constitute a force 
superior to any bands of regular troops that can be, on any pretense, raised in the United 
States." -- Noah Webster

"A militia, when properly formed, are in fact the people themselves...and include all men 
capable of bearing arms." -- Richard Henry Lee



"It is our duty still to endeavor to avoid war; but if it shall actually take place, no matter by 
whom brought on, we must defend ourselves. If our house be on fire, without inquiring 
whether it was fired from within or without, we must try to extinguish it." --Thomas 
Jefferson to James Lewis, Jr., 1798.

"The Constitution shall never be construed to authorize Congress to prevent the people of 
the United States, who are peaceable citizens, from keeping their own arms." -- Samuel 
Adams

"To disarm the people (is) the best and most effectual way to enslave them..." -- George 
Mason

"Laws that forbid the carrying of arms...disarm only those who are neither inclined nor 
determined to commit crimes...Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and better 
for the assailants; they serve rather to encourage than to prevent homicides, for an unarmed 
man may be attacked with greater confidence than an armed man." -- Thomas Jefferson

Ronald Reagan's Cabinet once discussed the idea of requiring a national ID card... After 
about an hour of discussion President Reagan asked "Why don't we just mark them with 
666?" It was never mentioned again.

"Experience hath shewn, that even under the best forms [of government] those entrusted
with power have, in time, and by slow operations, perverted it into tyranny." -- Thomas 
Jefferson

"The legitimate powers of government extend to such acts only as they are injurious to 
others." -- Thomas Jefferson

"There will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize 
the individual as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and 
authority are derived, and treats him accordingly." -- Henry David Thoreau

"To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the propagation of ideas which he disbelieves 
and abhors is sinful and tyrannical." -- Thomas Jefferson

"The strength of the Constitution lies entirely in the determination of each citizen to defend 
it. Only if every single citizen feels duty bound to do his share in this defense are the 
constitutional rights secure." -- Albert Einstein

"In the beginning of a change, the Patriot is a scarce man, Brave, Hated, and Scorned. 
When his cause succeeds however, the timid join him, For then it costs nothing to be a 
Patriot." -- Mark Twain

"The very atmosphere of firearms anywhere and everywhere restrains evil interference -
they deserve a place of honor with all that's good" -- George Washington

"Among the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of 
depriving a whole nation of arms, as the blackest." -- Mahatma Ghandi



"A government big enough to give you everything you want is big enough to take everything 
you have." -- Barry Goldwater

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." -- Edmund 
Burke (1729-1797)

"Do not separate text from historical background. If you do, you will have perverted and 
subverted the Constitution, which can only end in a distorted, bastardized form of 
illegitimate government." -- James Madison

"During times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act." --George 
Orwell

"It is not the function of the government to keep the citizen from falling into error; it is the 
function of the citizen to keep the government from falling into error." -- U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Robert H. Parker, Chief Prosecutor for the United States of America at the 
Nurnberg Trials

"How soon we forget history..."Government is not reason. Government is not eloquence. It 
is force. And, like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master." -- George Washington

"If 'pro' is the opposite of 'con' what is the opposite of 'progress'?" -- Paul Harvey

"The beauty of the second amendment is that it will not be needed until they try to take it." -
-Thomas Jefferson

"Some regard private enterprise as if it were a predatory tiger to be shot. Others look upon it 
as a cow that they can milk. Only a handful see it for what it really is--the strong horse that 
pulls the whole cart." -- Winston Churchill

"You can't get rid of poverty by giving people money." -- P.J. O'Rourke

"Timid men prefer the calm of despotism to the tempestuous sea of liberty." -- Thomas 
Jefferson

"The militia is the dread of tyrants and the guard of freemen." -- Gov. R. Lucas, former 
Major General of the Ohio Militia, 1832

"Firearms are second only to the Constitution in importance; they are the peoples' liberty's 
teeth." -- George Washington

"The world is filled with violence. Because criminals carry guns, we decent law-abiding 
citizens should also have guns. Otherwise they will win and the decent people will loose." --
James Earl Jones

"A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed." -- United States Constitution, Second 
Amendment, 1789



"A Bill of Rights is what the people are entitled to against every government, and what no just 
government should refuse, or rest on inference." -- Thomas Jefferson

"To preserve liberty it is essential that the whole body of the people always possess arms and be 
taught alike, especially when young, how to use them..." -- Richard Henry Lee

"I ask, sir, what is the militia? It is the whole people, except for a few public officials." --
George Mason

"The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, 
to protect themselves against tyranny in government." -- Thomas Jefferson

"Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect everyone who approaches that jewel. 
Unfortunately, nothing will preserve it but downright force. Whenever you give up that force, 
you are ruined...The great object is that every man be armed. Everyone who is able might have a 
gun. -- Patrick Henry

"The best we can hope for concerning the people at large is that they be properly armed." --
Alexander Hamilton

"Does the government fear us? Or do we fear the government? When the people fear the 
government, tyranny has found victory. The federal government is our servant, not our master!" 
-- Thomas Jefferson

"The ideal tyranny is that which is ignorantly self-administered by its victims. The most perfect 
slaves are, therefore, those which blissfully and unawaredly enslave themselves." -- Dresden 
James

"The course of history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases. -- Thomas Jefferson

"Freedom and liberty lose out by default because good people are not vigilant." - Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu

"Nay, the number of armies importeth not much, where the people is of weak courage; for as 
Virgil saith, "It never troubles the wolf how many the sheep be." -- Sir Francis Bacon, Essays, 
1625.

"Freedom of the press is not an end in itself but a means...to a free society." -- Felix Frankfurter

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness." -- Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence

"...they who do not learn from History are DOOMED to repeat it."

"...to disarm the people [is] the best and most effective way to enslave them..." -- George Mason



"When you read in the newspaper that the government has taken Walter Williams' guns, 
then you will know that Walter Williams is dead." --Dr. Walter Williams , George Mason 
University Economics Dept.

"It is both possible and moral, to love one's country and hate its government." -- Dr. Walter 
Williams , George Mason University Economics Dept.

"The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are willing to 
work and give to those who would not." -- Thomas Jefferson

"If a nation expects to be ignorant and free...it expects what never was and never will be." -
Thomas Jefferson

"Americans [have] the right and advantage of being armed--unlike citizens of other 
countries whose governments are afraid to trust people with arms." -- James Madison

"Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, 
no court can save it." -- Judge Learned Hand

"Anyone in a free society where the laws are unjust has an obligation to break the law." --
Henry David Thoreau

"The true foundation of republican government is the equal right of every citizen in his 
person and property and in their management." - Thomas Jefferson

"Nothing... is unchangeable but the inherent and unalienable rights of man." -- Thomas 
Jefferson

"I would rather be exposed to the inconveniences attending too much liberty than to those 
attending too small a degree of it." -- Thomas Jefferson

"The freedom and happiness of man... are the sole objects of all legitimate government." --
Thomas Jefferson

"Our liberty cannot be guarded but by the freedom of the press, nor that be limited without 
danger of losing it." -- Thomas Jefferson

"None but an armed nation can dispense with a standing army. To keep ours armed and 
disciplined is therefore at all times important." -- Thomas Jefferson

"...the tree of liberty must from time to time be refreshed with the blood of tyrants and 
patriots" -- Thomas Jefferson

"If the States do not have the right to secede, then they have no rights at all." -- Dr. Walter 
Williams , George Mason University Economics Dept.

"Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds." -- Albert 
Einstein



"The constitutions of most of our States assert that all power is inherent in the people; 
that... it is their right and duty to be at all times armed." -- Thomas Jefferson to John 
Cartwright, 1824.

"No freeman shall be debarred the use of arms (within his own lands or tenements)." --
Thomas Jefferson: Draft Virginia Constitution with (his note added), 1776. Papers, 1:353

"We must make our election between economy and liberty, or profusion and servitude." --
Thomas Jefferson to Samuel Kercheval, 1816.

"I am not a friend to a very energetic government. It is always oppressive." -- Thomas 
Jefferson to James Madison, 1787.

"They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety...." -- Benjamin Franklin

"There are many men of principle in both parties in America, but there is no party of 
principle." -- Alexis de Tocqueville

"An armed society is a polite society." -- Robert A. Heinlein "If the American people ever 
allow private banks to control the issue of their money, first by inflation and then by 
deflation, the banks and corporations that will grow up around [the banks], will deprive the 
people of their property until their children will wake up homeless on the continent their 
fathers conquered." -- Thomas Jefferson

"[The] governor [is] constitutionally the commander of the militia of the State, that is to 
say, of every man in it able to bear arms." -- Thomas Jefferson to A. L. C. Destutt de Tracy, 
1811

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." -- United States 
Constitution, Tenth Amendment



- THE BILL OF RIGHTS SUMMARIZED -
ORIGINAL AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1) Every citizen has the Right to Freedom of Speech.
2) Every citizen has the Right to Bear Arms.
3) No soldier in time of peace shall be quartered in a private 

citizen’s home without consent.
4) Personal property Cannot Be Searched Without a Warrant.
5) No person must testify against themselves in a court of law.
6) A defendant has the Right to a Fair and Speedy Trial.
7) Every trial has the Right to a Jury.
8) No excessive bail imposed or cruel and unusual punishment.
9) No One Shall be Denied Their Basic Constitutional Rights.
10) Power is to be retained by the states and the people.





"Government is not reason; it is not
eloquent; it is force. Like fire, it is a

dangerous servant and a fearful master...

Experience has taught us that it is much easier to prevent an enemy from 
posting themselves than it is to dislodge them after they have got possession, 

and when the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we may be 
led, like sheep to the slaughter"...

"However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are 
likely in the course of time and things, to become potent engines, by which 

cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power 
of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying 

afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion."
— George Washington

"A nation can survive its fools,
and even the ambitious...

But it cannot survive treason from within. An enemy at the gates is less 
formidable, for he is known and carries his banner openly. But the traitor moves 

amongst those within the gate freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the 
alleys, heard in the very halls of government itself. For the traitor appears not a 
traitor; he speaks in accents familiar to his victims, and he wears their face and 
their arguments, he appeals to the baseness that lies deep in the hearts of all 

men. He rots the soul of a nation, he works secretly and unknown in the night to 
undermine the pillars of the city, he infects the body politic so that it can no 

longer resist. A murderer is less to fear. The traitor is the plague."
— Marcus Tullius Cicero, 58 B.C.

“When Laws Are Abused or Not Enforced…
On those who make the Laws, and those who have been deemed or granted    

to be ‘protected classes’ or ‘favored groups’ of people, then
THERE ARE NO LAWS and THERE IS NO JUSTICE !”

— Constitutional Law Enforcement Foundation



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, — THAT WHENEVER ANY FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
BECOMES DESTRUCTIVE OF THESE ENDS, IT IS THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO ALTER 
OR TO ABOLISH IT, AND TO INSTITUTE NEW GOVERNMENT, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness.

WE THE PEOPLE AND CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA RESERVE THE RIGHT TO 
RECLAIM, RECOVER, AND RESTORE OUR ONE LEGAL CONSTITUTIONAL REPUBLIC FORM OF 

GOVERNMENT, AND  IN THE EVENT THAT OUR LIBERTY, LAWS AND JUSTICE IS USERPED, 
IGNORED, AND VIOLATED BY ANY CORRUPT, CRIMINAL AND TYRANNICAL FORCES OR ENTITIES 

THAT MAY SEEK TO TAKE OVER OUR GOVERNMENT, WE SHALL USE ANY, AND ALL LEGAL, 
POLITICAL, AND PEACEFUL MEANS IN WHICH TO ACHIEVE THIS RECOVERY AND RESTORATION 

BEFORE ANY LAST RESORT TO ENFORCE THE LAWS OF OUR REPUBLIC BY USE OF ARMS.



There is no greater issue facing our Republic today than 
Federal Tyranny. If we work together we can save our 

individual liberties and sovereignty, the sovereignty for 
each State and the Republic (all the States collectively), 

and most importantly save our Constitution!

The States must take back the roles, responsibilities, and powers that were 
reserved to them and were not expressly delegated to the general government. 
The process to do this is simple. It only takes one State to initiate an audit and 
then call upon their fellow States to join in a convention to audit the 
Constitution as a convention which we refer to as Republic Review. The 
objective here is to force the Federal Government to adhere to the original 
contract—the Constitution—and the law—through the state legislatures to 
reign in the uncontrolled growth and suffocating, growing power being 
continually usurped from the states by an out-of-control Federal Government.

NOTE that the reference to a ‘convention’ here is one that is specifically tasked 
with the states auditing the Federal Government’s adherence to our 
Constitution and to our Constitutional Republic as it is accorded for in our 
Constitution. You could even refer to this as a ‘Constitutional Reset’ This is 
quite unlike the so called ‘Great Global Reset’ that the international ‘Globalist 
Corporate Commu-Fascist Criminal Cabal’ and their Treasonous Deep-State 
Allies have been planning and are currently executing in this takeover against 
America and the entire World. The ‘Convention of States’ that many are calling 
for is actually not the panacea that those who promote it are hoping for it to be. 
Simply tacking on new amendments to the Constitution will make no difference 
if our government officials have been ignoring and not been adhering to the 
Constitution as it is already written. So, what would make anyone think that 
they would adhere to even 100 new amendments if enacted?...

FIND MORE INFORMATION AT:

www.ReclaimingTheRepublic.org
AND

www.NationalLibertyAlliance.org/Republic-Review



www.ConstitutionalLawEnforcement.US/Page-THE-LAW!.htm

NO PERSON OR 
OFFICE IS ABOVE 

THE LAW!


